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ADVERTISEMENT 

T O T H E 

READER. 



THE manufcript Journal of our late 
friend, JOHN WOOLMAN. wa$ 
ended in England ; where he alfo finifhed all 
his labours. It appears, by a letter which he 
fent, in his lad illnefs, to a friend in London, 
that he did not intend the whole i)iou!d be 
printed, and that he dciired the faid friend to 
revife what he had written in this nation, and 
leave out fuch parts as he (hould think pro- 
per. It was, notwithftanding, fent entire, with- 
out any alteratior), to America ; where it was 
foon alter printed, together with feveral Trads 
which had been publiihed in his life-time« 
But, as fome paflages in the Journal con* 
tain obfervations which appear to have jftcta 
inten4^d as private memorandums only, ahd 
others relate to circumftances which happened 
in his native country, not expedient to be pre- 
fer ved on record in this nation, it is appre- 
hended that the following Abridgement of 
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it will be acceptable to friends, and may be of 
general fervicc ; and, as many weighty argur 
ments and pertinent advices, relative to fli- 
very and the oppreffion of the Negroes in the 
Plantations, are contained in the Journal, it 
was therefore apprehended that two fmall 
Trails, on that fubjed, might be omitted \i\ 
l^is Abridgen^ent. 
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TESTIMONY 

op 

PRI6NDS IN YORKSHlftE, 

Ji tkezr QjiarteJ-ly-Mitcting, heldAf York, tbt. tt^i MftJ tyk. 
^^'tbt third month i 1773* conctruiHg , . 

JOHN WOOLMANI 

Of Mount' Hotly, in the province of Neiv-yerfiyfi 

in America \ who departed tbii lipi ttt thi 

houfe of our friend, Thomas Prieftman, in' 

' the fttbttrh 6f tbi& citf, the ythof the tenth 

' mcntb^ 1772, ttndnetis'^fhf&red^ in-ibe ktr^^ 

"' i^^^^^nd" tf fri^dsl thi gth of the famti 

d'gtd aby)ktlfifty*t^o p2ri. 

THIS .our valuable friend j having bcifrt 

time, to 'VffS fficRcfe ih ffcisr natioh, tihtl ppttt 
efpcciaHy us in tWd borthctn partSi trfidcc- 
twk 'fhc fahie/ Jii fiilt ^dhgurrtrtde^ jittdf -ntia^ 
lyApathy ^ith hts fri*ncJs «nd BrctHrcn'at hftrhd,* 
as ■ i^peafed by certificates from the tnonfhl^ 
tfrtd quafterly iticetin'g^ td #hich he belonged, 
atid from th« fprinH-rrieetirig of ritmiftefs and 
ddersj held ^t Philadeiphrai, for Pcflnijf^anur 
tild Ncvr-Jer»fejr, 
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He arrived in the city of London the be- 
ginning of the laft yearly- meeting, and, after 
att^niding that meeting, travelled northward, 
^ifiting the quarterly-meetings of Hertford (hire, 
J^ckinghamfhire, Northampton (hire, Oxford- 
j(hire, and Worcefl:er(hire, and divers particu- 
lar itieetings ii} his way. 

He vi(iied many meetings on the weft (idc 
of this county ; alfo fome in Lancafliirc and 
Weftmor«lan^; .from whence he came to our 
quarterly- meedog in the laft ninth month 5 
ind, though much' out of health, yet was en- 
abled to attend all the fittings of that meeting 
except the. laij. . , ,. . 

Hitf diforder, then, which proved the fmall- 
pox, ;: increafcd fpecdily upon him, and was 
yerj.a^idting i\uuda^r. which he was fupport- 
e^. in much; n^eeknds, patience, and Chcif- 
tian fortitude. .' To thpfe, who attended bim 
ifihl& illneis, his mi^d appeared to be centered 
iji; divine love.;', under the precious influence 
whereof, we believe, he finiihed hid courfe^ 
and entered into the manfions of everlafting 

,. lit the early part of hit illnefs he requefted a 
ixitnd to writCi andr he ^oke forth thus : 

l/VO Loj:d, ipyQodi the amazing horrors 
of darkQer&. were gathered around me and co^ 
vered m<s- all over, and I faw no way .to g<» 
^rtb; . I . felt the npiifery of my fellow-crea- 
tures feparated from the divine harmony, and 
i| ,was heavier. than I could bear^ and I wa» 
9'uihed do^JKO uqdei' it 2 I lifted up my hand, 
and .ftj^etched out my. .arm, but there was 

none 
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none to help me t I looked round aboutj* AtiA 
was amaacri i In the depths of mifcry, O 
Lord 1 I remembered that thou art omnipo- 
tent } that I had called thee Father ) and I felt 
that I Ipved thee, ai}d I was made quiet in 
thy wills and I waited for deliverance from 
thee ; thou hadft pity upon me when no mail 
could help me : 1 faw that meeknefs under 
fufferijig was (hewed to us in the mod affe£t^ 
ing example of thy Son^ and thou waft teach-** 
ing me to follow him, and I faid, Thy wiU> 
O Father, be done." 

\ . Many more of his weighty expreflions might 
have been inferted here, but it was deemed 
unneceiTary, they being already publifhed in 
print. 

He was a man endued with a large natural 
capacity i and^ being obedient to the mafii<- 
fettations of divine grace^ having in patiencd 
and humility endured many deep baptifins^ 
he became thereby fandified and fitted for 
the Lord's work, and was truly ferviceable 
in his church : dwelling in av^l fear and 
watchfuinefs, he was careful, in his publid 
appearances, to feel the putting forth of the 
divine hand^ fo that the fpring of the gofpcl^ 
miniftry often flowed through him with great 
fweetnefs and purity^ as a refre(hing ilreamii 
to the weary travellers toward the city of 
God: ikilful in dividing the word, he wa^ 
furni(hed by Him^ in whom are hid all the 
tceafures of wifdom and knowledge, to com^ 
Qiunicate freely to the feveral ftates of the 
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people where his lot was caft. His conduft al 
other times was feafbncd with the like watch- 
ful circumfped:ion and attention to the gui- 
dance of divine wifdom, which rendered his 
whole .converfation uniformly edifying. 
: He was, fully perfuaded that, as the life of 
Chrift comes to reign in the earth, all aboffe 

. and unncceffary opprcffion, both of the humikn 
and brute creation, will come ta an end ^ -but, 

' wider the fenfe of a deep reirolt and an over-* 
flowing ftr^am-ofunrighteoufnefs, bis life baa 
been often a life of mourning. 
- He was deeply concerned on account of 
that inhumac and iniquitous pra^ice of 
making ilaves of the people of Africa, or 
holding them in that ftate ; and, on that ac-? 
county we underfland he hath not only written 
ibmcbooks^ but travelled much on the con- 
ti&CBt of America, in order to mafce the Ne- 
geohmaflecs (efpecially thofe in profeffion with 
m) ibafible of the evil of fuch a pradic€ ; - and 
ti^ougb, in .his journey to England, he wa& 
fat . removed frc m the^ ou t war-d- fight of theip 

^flferipgs, yet bis deep exercife of mind re^ 
waincdy as appears by a (l.ort tpeatif(b he> 
wrote ifi this joiacneyy and his fFeq!»ent;con« 
eccn; to open the milerable ftate of fhi§ deep- 
I^^injured people. His teftimi)ny, in* the ]&^ 
meeting he atteixfed, was on this fubjeft; 
whirreid he rcoaarkad, that, as we, as a fociety, 
when Ufidier outward: fuffisrings, had ofien- 
foynd it oui; tt>i}cei:n to lay them before thdfe 
la authority, and thereby,: in thf Lord'e tiine,f 

. t' ^ ■ ' had 



had obtained relief, io he ' recommended this 
cpprcflcd part of the creation to our noficr^ 
that we may, as way may opeft, reprefcnt thtSt 
fufferings, in an individual^ if hoi a focicty^ 

capacity, to thofe in authority, '" 

• Deeply fenfible that the defire to grattl^ 
people s inclinatrcns in 'luxury and. fupcrfl^ji-* 
ties is the principal ground tf opprcfljort^ 
tnd the* occafion x)f many nrtncceffary wants; 
he believed it to be his duty to be a pattdra 
of great felf-denial ,with, refped: to the things 
©f this life, and carneft^y to labour with 
friends in the meelcnefs of wifdom, to im- 
prefs on their minds the great importanccvof 
our teftimbny in thefe things, recornuieoding 
to the guidantce of the bleiTed truth in this 
and all other concerns^ and cautbning iiich 
as are experienced thereiit agsdnft contcntifig 
themfelves whh a<&ing up to' the ftandard*of 
others, but to be careful to make the fland- 
ard of truth, manifcfled to them, the meafttre 
of their obedience ; for, faid he, " that pu- 
rity of life which proceeds from faithfulne& 
in following the Spirit of Truth, that ftatc 
where our minds are devoted to ferve God, 
and all our wants are bounded by his wiC- 
dom, — this habitation has often been opened 
before me, as a place of retirement for the 
children of the light, where they may iland 
feparated from that which difordereth and con- 
Ittfcth the affairs of fociety, and where we may 
have a teftimony of our innocence in the hearts 
of thofc who behold us/' 

We 
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^ Wc. conclu4c, Mfith fervent defires that wer, 
ft$ a people, may thus, by our example, pro^ 
tnote the Lord's work in the earth ; and, our 
hearts being prepared, may unite in prayer to 
ihe great Lord of the harveft, that as, in his 
infinite wifdom» he hath greatly ftripped the 
church, by removing, of late, divers faithful 
sptniilers and ciders, he may be pleafed to fend 
torth many more faithful labourers into his 
h»veft. 

Signed iUy by order^md on hebalf oj^ 
/aid meeting : 

Tbomai Bennett^ Samuel Br ifco^^ ^ 

JobnStorr^ ^ohn^urmrr 

,^j^eph EgUn^^ Jo/kua Robinfon^ 

• ^omas Perkinfon^ Thomas Priejlmany and 
jyofepbPf^rigbt^ dirers other Friends*/ 



ATE 



I «i 3 



T. E S T 1 M O N Y 

O F "r H E 
MONTHLY-MEETING op FRIENDS, 

&/(/ /W Burlington, thtjirjl day of tht ughth months inihtjuar(f 
our Lord 1774* cenctrning our efieevad friend^ 

JOHN WOOLMA.N, deceased. 

T T E was born in Northampton, in tho 
i X. county of Burlington, and province of 
Weft- New- Jcrfcy, in the eighth month,, 1720, 
of religious, parents, who inftruAed hia^^very 
early in the principles of the chriftian religi- 
on, as profeued by the people called Qnakers, 
which he efteemed a blefUng to him, even in 
his young years, tending to preferve him 
from the infedtion ofwicked children ; bat, 
through the workings of the enemy, and le-i 
vity incident to youth, he frequently deviated 
from thofe parental precepts, by which he 
laid a renewed foundation for repentance, 
that was finally fucceeded by a godly forrow 
not to be repented of, and fo became ac- 
quainted with that fandifying power which 
qualifies for true gofpel miniftry, into which 
he was called about the twenty-fecond year 
of his age; and, by. a faithful ufe of the ta- 
lents committed to him, be experienced an 
increafe, until he arrived at the flate of a fa- 
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ther/ npable of dividing the word aright to 
the different dates he miniftered unto 5 dif* 
pcnfing milk to babcff^ and meat to thofe of 
riper years. Thus he found the efficacy of 
that-powter to arife^ which, in his own ex* 
pfcflidns, " prepares the creature to ftand 
like a trumpet through which the Lord fpcaks 
to his peopIe.'**^He was a loving hufband, t 
tender father, and very humane to every 
part of the creatFoh under bis care^ 

His concern for the poor and thofe in af* 
fii£lion was evident by his vifits to' them 5 
wbbm he frequently relieved by his affiftance 
ffid cbarity. He was for many jfears deeply 
Wei'eiftd on account of the poor eriflaved A-^ 
fricans, Whofe caufe, as he fometimes men- 
fionedf'lay almoft continually upon hJm/ 
and, fo'obtain liberty to thofe captives, he la- 
boured both in public and private ; and wa9 
fevotrred tor fee his endeavours crowned with 
confiderable fuccefs. He was particularly 
defiroiis' that friends fliould not be inftru- 
mental to lay burthens on this oppreffed peo- 
ple, but remember the days of fufFering fromr 
which they bad been providentially delivered y 
ti^af, if times of trt)uble fhould return, no in* 
jb^fKce dealt to thofe in flavery might rijfe inr 
judgemer^t againft iis, but, being clear, wtf 
might on fuch occafions addrefs the Almigh- 
ty, with- a degree of confidence, for his inter-* 
pcfitfion and relief; being parricylarly careful/ 
as to himfelf, not to countenance flavery 
evert by the ufe of thofe conveniences of life 
^vhich w^rerfurniflbcd by their labour. 
"'•'^' H* 



^ He was defirous to have his own,, and the 
minds of others^ redeemed from the pleadirtt 
tind immoderate profits of this world, and ta 
fix them -on thofe joys which fade not awayj 
his prificipai care being after a life of purityi^ 
cndeavounng to avoid not only the gwSkt 
pollutions, but thofe alfo which, appearing 
in a more refined drefs, are not fiifiiciently 
guarded againft by fome well-difpofed pco* 
pk. In the latter part of his life he was re* 
uiarkablc for the plainnefs and fimplicity of 
his^ drefey and, as much as pofiible, avoide4 
the ufe of plate, coilly furniture, and feafting^ 
thereby endeavouring to become an exampk 
of temperance and felf-denial, which he be«L 
lieved himfelf called unto, and was favour*^ 
ed with peace therein, although it carried the 
Sippearance of great aufterity in the, view of 
fome. He was very moderate in his charges 
in the way of bufineis, and in his defires af<^ 
ter gain; and^ though a map of induftry, avoid* 
ed, and ilrove much to lead others out of ex* 
trenrve labour and anxioufnefs after perifliab]e 
things; being defiroos that the ftrength of 
our bodies might not be fpent in procariog 
things unprofitable, and that we might uie 
fnoderation and kindnefs to the brute animala 
under our care, to prize the ufe of (hem as a 
great favour, and by no means abufe them ; 
that the gifts of Prtovidence (kouli be thank«^ 
fuliy received and applied to the uies they 
were dtfigned for. 

He fcveral timr s opened a ichool at Mouat*» 
Holly 9 lor (he indru^ioa «^ poor , friendi 
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cBHdrcn and others; being concernexl for their 
help and xoiprovemem thereid : his love and 
care for. the rifing youth among os were truly 
great,: <recoaimending to parents and thofe 
sRrho'have tbe< charge of tbeoi, to choofe con-^ 
icientkms and pious tutors, laying, ** It is a 
iovely fight to behold innocent children^-' and 
that ^"^ to labour for their help^ againft that 
which would mar the beauty of their mind^ 
is a debt we owe thesn." 
^- His miniftry was found, very deep and pen e* 
trating^ ibmetimes pointing out the dangerous 
^ftuation which indulgence and cuftom lead 
into j[ frequently exhorting others^ efpecially 
^e youths not to be difcouraged at ihiB difii> 
,4sukies which occur, but prefs after purity^ 
He often exprefled an earned engagement thaC 
furt Hsifiom (hould be attended to, which 
would lead into lowlinefs of mind and re6gna^ 
ibn to the divine will, in which ftate fmaU 
pofibflions here would be fufEcieot. 

In tranfading the aflfairs of difcipline, his 
judgement was found and clear, and he was 
very ufeful in. treating with thofe who had 
done amifs $ he vifited fuch in a private 
way in that pkiinnefs which truth didate^ 
i9)ewing great tendernefs andChriftian for<» 
bearance. He was a conftant attender of our 
ysarlj-meeting, in which he was a good ex-^ 
ample, and particularly ufeful; ailifting in 
ld!>e bufinefs thereof with great weight and at-^ 
tention. He feveral times viiited mod of tba 
meetings of friends in this and the neigh* 
bouring provinces, with the concurrence of 
i I,.; . the 
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the tnonthly*meeting to whidi he belongedt* 
and, we have reafoo to believe, had good fi:r« 
vice therein, generally or always expreffing^ 
at his return^ how it had fared with bim» tod^ 
the evidence of peace in his mind £br thas 
performing his duty. He was often concern* 
ed with other friends in the important fervice 
of vifiting families, which he was enabled to 
go through to fatisfa(Ston. 

In the minutes of the meeting of minifters 
and elders for this quarter, at the foot of a 
lift of the members of that meeting, made 
about five years before his death, we find in 
his hand writing the following obfervationa 
and refledions. ^' As looking over the mi«» 
nutes, made by perfons who have put off this 
body, hath fometime revived in me a thought 
how ages pafs away; fo this lift may proba** 
bly revive a like thought in fome, when land. 
the reft of the perfons abovenamed are cen^*- 
tpred in another ftatc of being.*— The Lord» 
who was the guide of my youth, hath in ten- 
der mercies helped me hitherto; he hath 
healed me of wounds, he hath helped me out 
of grievous entanglements I he remains to be 
the ftr/cngth of my life ; to. whom I defiro to 
devotp myfelf in time, and in etcrnity^*---^, 
Signedj John Woolman* . . ; 

Ju the twelfth month, 1771% he acquaint- 
ed this meeting that he found bis mind drawn 
towards a religious viGt. to friends ill fomft 
\mX^ of .Eixglandj particularly in York(birc. ; 
In the firft month, 1772, he obtained oufcer- 4 
tificat^i which was apprbvedw-and endorfcd by 
>i our 



Q^r qoaherly' meetings and by the half ycarT? 
m^etiogof minifterS'ind elders at Philadel^ 
phia* He embailced oil his voyage in the 
Hftbp and arrived id London in the iixth, 
month following^ at the time of their annual 
meeting in that city. During bis ihort vifit 
to frienda in that kingdom^ we are informed 
that his fervices were acceptable and edifying. 
In his laft illnefs he uttered many lively and 
comfortable expreffions, being " perfedly 
refigned^ having no will either to live or die/*^ 
as appears by the tcftimony of friends at York 
10 Great'* Britain, in the fuburbs whereof, at 
tbehCfufeofour friend, Thomas Friedman, he 
diedof thefmall-pox, on the £b vent h day of 
tiie tenth month, 1772, and was buried in 
fiiends burying-ground in that city, on the 
ninth of the fame, after a large and folid 
meeting held on the occafion . at their great 
meeting- houfe, aged near fifty- two years ; a 
miniilcr upwards of thirty years, during 
which time he belonged to Mount-Holly 
particular meeting, which be diligently at- 
tended when at home and in health of body, 
and his labours of love, and pious care for the 
pvofperity of friends in the bleiTed truth, we 
hope may not be forgotten, but that his good 
works may be remembered to edification. 

Signed inp and by order of^ the /aid meeting ^ iy 

Samuel Allinson, Clerk. 

Read and approved at our quart e fly-meet* 
ing, held at Burlington the 29th of the 8th 
month, 1774. 

Daniel Smith, Ckrk. 
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H/V ^/r(i3 and parentage^ with Jbme account of 

* the operatiorli of divine grace on bis mind in 
'bii pUthi-^lii^ifirfl appearance in the mini- 

* "jftryj-'^AHd Bis . cdrij^derations, while youngs 
' Mfhe keeping of Jlkves. 

II" H A V E often felt . a motion of love 
' to leave fdnie hints in writing of my ex- 
1 periehce of thje goodnefs of God ; and 
iloW, in thtf tliirty-iixth year of my age, I 
begin this work. 

Fwis born in Northampton, in Burling- 
ton cbanty, Welt-Jerfcy» in the year 1720; 
and Before I was feveti years old I began to 
B 2 V^% 



4 The life and TRAVELS 

he acquainted with the operations of divine 
love. Through the care of my parents, I was 
taught to read nearly as foon as I was capable 
of it ; and, as I went from fchool one leventh 
day, I remember, while my companions went 
to play by the way, I went. forward out-^of 
fight, and, fitting down, I read the 22d chap- 
ter of the Revelations. ** He (hewed me a 
*• pure river of water of life, clear as chryf- 
** tal> proceeding ,out of the throne of God 
^' and of the Lamb, &c" and, in reading 
it, my mind was drawn to feek after that . 

Eur# habitation, which, I then believed, God 
ad prepafed/for hts- fcrvints. The place 
where I fat, and the fweetnefs that attended 
my mind> rt^main frefli in my memory. 

This, and the like gracious vifitations, had 

ithat efFed upon me, that, when boynifed ill 

language, it troubled mei and, through the 

continued mercies of God, I was preferved 

from it. 

The pious inftrudions of my parents were 
often frefli in my mind when I happened tabe 
among wicked children, and were of uje to noe. 
My parents, having a large family of children, 
ufed frequently, on firft days^- after meeting, 
to put us to read in the holy fcripturi?s, -ftr 
fome religious, books,, one after apother, t^^ 
reft fitting by without much conyerfatiorij 
which, I have fince often^thought, was a feocjid 
pradlice. From what I had read and hea^rd^ 
I believed there had been, -in paft ages,, peo- 
ple who walked in uprighfaefs before yod». 
in a degree, exceedihg. any that I knew, or 

heard 



OF JOHN WOOLMAN. 5 

heard of^ now living : and the apprehenfioa 
of there being lefs fteadinefs and firmncfs, 
amongfl people in this age than in paft ages, 
often troubled me while I was a child. 

A thing remarkable in my childhood was, 
that once, jgoing to a neighbour's houfe, 
I faw, on the way, a robin fitting on her 
neft, and as I came near (he went off, but, 
having young ones, flew about, and with 
many cries expreflfcd her concern for them; 
I ftood attd threw ftones at her, till, one ftri- 
king her, fhe fell down dead: at firfl I was 
pleafed with the exploit, but after a ftvF'tni^ 
nutes was feizcd with horror, as having, in 
a fportive way, killed an innocent creature 
while (he was careful for her young : I be- 
held her lying dead, and thought thofe younj^ 
ones, for which fhe was fo careful, muft now 
perilh for want of their dam to nourifli them 1 
arid, after fome painful confiderations on the 
fubje6t, I climbed up the tree, took all the 
young birds, and killed them ; fuppoiing that 
better than to leave them to pine away and 
die miferably : * and believed, in this cafe, 
that fcripture- proverb was fulfilled, '^ The 
^* tender mercies of the wicked are cruel/' I 
then went on my errand, but, for fome 
hours, could think of little elfe but the cru- 
elties I had commited, and was much trou- 
bled. Thus He, whofe tender mercies are 
over all his works, hath placed a principle 
in the human mind, which incites to exer- 
cift goodncfs towards every living creature ; 
and, this being fingly attended to, people 
B 3 becotue 
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^onie t.en.d^r-hearce4 and fyiDpatbiiiQg i 
butj being frequently and lotally rtjededji the 
fiiiind becomes fhut up in a contrary difpo- 
fition. 

About the twelfth ye^r of my age, my 
father being abroad, my mother reproved 
tne for fome mifcondu^, to which I mad^ 
an undutiful reply ; and, the next iirft day^ 
as I was with my father returning, froiq 
meeting, he told me he underftood I h^ 
behaved amifs to my mother, and advifec) 
ms to be more careful in future. I kneu^ 
myfelf blameable, and in ihame and confu* 
iipn remained filent. Being thus awakened 
to a fenfe of my wickednefs, I felt remorie 
in my mind, and, getting home, I retired anu) 
prayed to the Lord to forgive me; and dq 
not remember that I ever, after that, fpoke 
unhandfomely to either of my parents, howr 
ever foolifh in £>me other things. 

Slaving attained the age of fixteen yeai s,^ 
I began to love wanton company ; and though 
I was preferved from profane language, of 
icandalous copdud:, ftill I perceived a plant in 
me which produced much wild grapes i yet my 
merciful Father forfook toQ not utterly, but> 
at times, through his grace, 1 was brought 
ferioufly to confider my ways ; and the fight 
of my back(liding$ afFe£ted me with forrowj^ 
but, for want of rightly attending to the re- 
proofs of inftruftion, vanity was added t» 
vanity, and repentance to repentance : upon 
the whole, my mind was more and moi:e ali^ 
^nafed from die truth, and I haHened tor 

ward 



^blpb MVratdt wbkh: -I trft<M:lkd» arid fe^icQ 
on my youthfdl dif«B<)ediMeb, fl>rf^fetifa(iBg8 
I weep, mine eyes rttndeiWtt fvith W&ter< 

Advancihg iri fag«» :th« tHIMb«%f inf ae« 
«{ttaintanted incrittfed, and flWI^tsby ffly'^K^ 
griiVv more difficult I thot^igH 1 bid feUUit 
C(»mfoft- }n"^e9td}Ag thd^ Holy (bfifititr^^ iMld 
tMnl^irig 4^' hc^vAf Mii^f I t^lij fiOW 
«ftrangfld therefrom- 1 I ktlbW I 1^A» t^oltti^ 
from the- fldek of Ghrift, atid bad Hi^ wSb\^ 
4idii torettitnj h«nc» ftri«tlli r^fle^i^ft Hf^gfCi 
tin^fytt} mdf find yoilthful Tanhie9'M(l idi^ 
¥6ffibh< ifljr 'gr«M6ft fAeafoy^. Rttrifilhg lb 
thlsrdfld limtAm^XiyWttAj^Xti vM Wfc 
affbciiit«d iH tbst vrbiob^i« f^ve^fe to leM 
fWendfljij^i ' ••'• • 

' Bot m this (Wift race it pltfai^d God to tii- 
ftt me ^hb£cbnefi> fo tb«t t do'ilbted 6f 
r«cover)n'g } ' MA thiitt did'- d«tkiieifl< borfoiv 
•n^ «nia2^taenty 'wi(W-faU force, feile me« 
cf^A When my pavv and <Mi<ei(^ of- body #a§ 
wry greati I thought it- woefld Iravti bseeii 
iMttirir for liifi n«ver to binre had a bek^, tbaA 
td fee tb^ ddy whicb I now favr.' 1 Was^ filled 
Witb 6tfnfa£K>n } aftd in great iS^i&Xbhf both 
^ mind and body, I lay and bewailed vnj^ 
felf. I bad not confidence to lift up m^ cfie^ 
to God, whom I badthtis<bf!vnded$'bnt,- in 
a deep fenfeof my great folly, I v*as hum* 
bled before him ; amly at leng^y that Wor'd 
tSvhkh is as a ^e and a baminer, broke and 
diflblved my rebelHooft h^art^ jnd then my 
•Hds were pat up in contrition » and in the 
B 4 multitude 
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-mukitudc of his im&citi I found inward re- 
U^f, and felta cIqISs engagement, that» if he 
was ptcia&d to reftore my health, I might 
walk humbly before Jiim. 

After my> recovery, this exercife remained 
with me a considerable time; but, by de- 
grees, giving way^to yputhful vanities, they 
jiained ftrength, and, getting with wanton 
young people, I loft ground* The Lord had 
been very gracious, and fpoke peace to oie 
in the time of my diftrefs; and I now moft 
ungratefully turned again to folly i on which 
.account, at tioies, I felt (harp reproof. 1 
,was not {o hardy as to commit things fcan- 
4alous; but to exceed in vanity, and pro* 
mote mirth, was .my chief fiudy. Still I re* 
tained a love for pious people^ and their com* 
pany brought an awe upon me. My dear pap 
rents, feveral times, admonifhed me in the 
fear of the Lord, and their admonition enter- 
ed into my heart,* and had a good efFed for^ 
ieafon; but, not getting deep enough to pray 
rightly, the tempter, when he came, found 
entrance. I remember once, having fpent 
a part of the day in wantonnefs» as I went to 
bed at night, there lay in a window, near my 
bed, a bible, which I opened, and firft caft 
my eye on this text^ ** we lie down in our 
^ (bame, and our confufion covers us ;'' this 
t knew to be my cafe : and, meeting with fo 
unexpe^ed a reproof, I was fbmewhat afied* 
ed with it, and went to bed under remorfe of 
^onfcience ; which I ibon caft off again. 

Thus 
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' Thus time pafled on : my heart was tteple* 
niihed with mirth and wantonnefs, and 
pleafing icenea of vanity were prefented to 
my imagination, till I attained the age of 
eighteen years i near which time I felt the 
judgements of God, in my foul, like a con- 
fuming fire ; andy looking over mypaftlife^ 
the pre^ped: was moving. -* I was often iady 
and longed to 5e delivered from thofe vani- 
'ties I then again,' my heart was ftrongly in- 
dined to them, and there was iii me a fore 
conflidb : at times I turned to folly^ add then, 
agaiAy . forrow and confufion took hold of 
me. In a while, I refblved totally to leave oiF 
ibme of my vanities ; but there was a fecret 
referve, in my heart, of the more refined part 
cxf them, and I was not low enough to find 
true peace. Thus, for fome months, I had 
great troubles ; there remaining in me an un- 
fubje£ted will, which rendered my labours 
fruitlefs, till at length, through the merciful 
continuance of heavenly vifitations, I was 
made to bow down in fpirit before the Lord. 
I remember one evening I had fpent fome 
tinie in reading a pious author; and walking 
out alone, I humbly prayed to the Lord for 
his help, that I might be delivered from all 
thofe vanities which fo enfnared me^ Thus, 
being brought low, he helped me ; and, as I 
learned to bear the crofs, I felt refreHlment to 
come from his prefence ; but, not keeping in 
that ftrength which gave vidory, I loft ground 
againi the fenfe of which greatly afFcdled 
me : and I fought defarts and lonely places, 

aad 
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Aodthero# withu^rSi^td confefs myifitoft^ td 
God, >nd humbly crttyed.belp ofhicn. Ahif 
I may. ikyf with rev«irence# he was hent to itia 
in my troubles, and in (bofe times of humi* 
littioti opened ^my fi^r to difcipiine^. I wae 
now led to lodk feriouiljr ^t the -meios by^ 
wbiqb I was drawn fftAn the puce truths vai 
turned this> that^ if I would life iiiibe H& 
which tbs ^thful fervtots' df God lived in, 
I muft notigQ.'iato cotopany. as berctofoce itt 
my. own will; but aU tbe cravingst of fenft 
piuft be governed' by a divine prioctpltb. Jn 
times of forrow aftd abafetnent theie: inAruc^ 
tions were feakd upon me, and I :fklt .th# 
power ;OfChrift prevnil over felfi(h ddfirea^ fy 
ihat I was pf eferved in a good degree of ftea«^ 
dinefsj and, being young, and believifigy at 
that time, that a fingle life was bed; for me, i 
was ftrengthened to keep from (vtih company 
as had often been a fnare td me. 

X kept fteadily to meetings $ fpent firft daya 
afternoons chiefly in reading the Scriptures and 
other good books ; and was early convinced^ 
in my mind, that true religion confifted to art 1 
inward hfe, wherein the heart doth love and|! 
reverence God the Creator, and learna to ac«f 
ercife true juftice and goodneft^ not only to4 
ward all men, but alfi> toward the brott cre%^ 
tures.— *That, as the mind was moved/ 1^ ao 
inward principle, to love God as an invifibte 
incomprehenfible Being, by the fame princi' 
pie it was moved to love him in all hia* mani^ 
feftations in the vilible world,— ^That, as by^ 
his breath the flame of life was kindled in 

all 
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tU animal fenfible creatures; to fay wo love 
Qodt and» at the ia^e time^ exercife crudtyr 
toward the leaft creature, is. a coDtraidi^tioa.i^ 
itfelf. ^ V f 

71 found fito^narrowneft.jr^peAing ie^s imd 
opinions; bti)(r bplicved^ that fibcene iipright^ 
Imrted . peopif , in tvexy fociqty wbo.rtriil)^ 
love God, were accepted of bioif V . » ';!.j 
,. As I livtMl under the crofs, and mnply £6U 
lowed the openings of truth^^ my mind, from « 
day to dayi^was. more enlightened; my foM 
mer acquaintance were left to judge of me «l 
th^y WQuldf for I found it fafefl for me td 
liyo in private^ and keep tbeie things ieaikd 
up in^my own breail. While I iilently poa-i 
d^r on that (change wrought in me, I find ho 
langu^e equal ; to itj nor any m^ans to con^ 
vey to another a clear idea of : ir« I looked 
upon the works of God in this vifible crear 
tion, and an awfuloefs covered me ; my heart 
was tender and often contrite, and univerfal 
love to my fellow-^creatures increafed in me i' 
tbiS: will he iinderftood by fucjL...aa.JiaAro t 
tr@ddea^heJ3iBe path. Some glances of real 
beauty may be ieen iu their faees> who dwell 
in. true meeknefs^t/^ 

Thert is s^ harmpny in, the fowod of that 
voice \p whieh divine loiie gives utteranccr 
and fym^ appearance of fight order in th^ir. 
temper and condud, whofe paiiions are re:-^ 
gulatcd ; yet aU thcie dp not iuUy &ew fortb 
that inward life lo fucfa as have not felt it £ 
but this whitfi ftone and new aaiffie is knowa 
rjlghtly ta iudb only as have, it. 

Though 



la The LIFE avd TRAVELS 

Though I fa(ad. been thus ftrengthened to 
bear the crofs, I ftill found myfelf in great 
danger, having many wealcnefles attendtiig 
Tfkc, and ftrong temptations to wreAle with ; 
in the feeling whereof I frequently withdi^w 
into private places, and often with tears be* 
fi>ught the Lord to help me, Wbofe graciou* 
ear was open to my cry. 

All this time I lived with my parents, and 
wrought on the plantation ; and, having had 
ichooling pretty well for a planter, I ufed to 
improve it in winter-evenings, and other lei- 
fure times ; and, being now in the twenty- 
firft year of my age, a man, in much bufi« 
nefs at fhop-keeping and baking, afked moy 
if I would hire with him to tend (hop and 
keep books. I acquainted my father with 
thepropofal; and, after fome deliberation, it 
was agreed for me to go. r^- 

At home I had lived retired ; and now, ha« 
ving a profpedt of being much in the way of 
company, I felt frequent and fervent cries in 
my heart to God, the father of mercies, that 
he would preferve me from all corruption; 
that, in this more public employment, I 
might ferve him, my gracious Redeemer, m 
that humility and felf-denial, with which I 
had been, in a fmall degree, exercifed in a 
more private life. The man, who employed 
me, furnifhed a (hop in Mount-Holly, about 
five miles from my father's houfe, and fix 
from his own ; and there I lived alone, and 
tended his (hop. Shortly after my fettlement 
here I was vifited by feveral young people, 

my 
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my former dcqoaintance, who knew not but 
vanities would* be as agreefable to me now at 
ever; and, at thefe times, I cried to the l 
Lord» in feerc^*£3r;wtiBomandftrength; for 
I felt l^ielff ertGompafled with difficultieai 
and had fre(b<xrcafion to bewail the follies of 
time paft, in^contrading a familiarity with 
libertine people r and, as I had now left xxxf 
£tther's houfe ootwardly, I found my heaven- 
ly Father to be merciful to me beyond what 
I can exprefs* - *" 

' By day I was much amongft people, and 
had many trials to go through \ but, in the 
evenings, I was moftly done, and may with 
thankfulnefs acknowledge, .that, in thofe 
times, the fpirit of fupplication was often 
poured upon me \ under which 1 was fre^i 
quently exercifed, and felt my ftrength re« 
newed. 

In a few months after I came here, my 
mafter bought feveral Scotchmen, fervan ts, from 
OQ-board a vefiel, and brought them to Mount* 
Holly to fell \ one of which was taken fickt^ 
and died. . 

^ In the latter part of his ficknefs, he, being* 
delirious, ufed to curfe and fwear mod for*^ 
cowfuUy ; and^ the next night after his buri-: 
al, I was left to fleep alone in the fame cham- 
ber where he died ; I perceived in me a timo-r 
rbufnefs ; I knew, however, I had not injured 
the man, but aflifted in taking care of him 
according. to my capacity; and was not free 
to afk any one, on thatoccafion, to fleep with 
qde : nature was feeble j but every trial was 

a fre(h 
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m:&cAt' incitdneht ta givermyieif op wholly 
10 thQ'fec^ice ' of Go6^ for I fobtid no helpw 
Ute jsinbihtiftierol iroobla '^a .^ 
'{cjtA£itt0r a ^SfVHBf fiiner Aco^^ gsvd 
pMT cxpB&tiiigi mer mi one^ of i tndv! comfNnijr \ 
iMid if faegaiii&! be kraoMim te-fond'whdw cofl^ 
iferiiitt^n wu.litlpftd to>ai«::' and a^vot^ » 4 
liaBl /capciMnbed tfao; low of: Gwi; through 
}c(fi]ft €hri(ft, to. redeeni mr r frooli'maiiy |i^ 
kitiont^ and tQf be a toconr* toi me throtigtl 
a fea of confliftst with which no pecfon mai 
fiidfy a)cq«uunted i and as: coy heart was o&en 
eidarged id tfaiB' heavenly prindpte^ i fthi 
Mndcn Gompa£Qoa for the yeutby wb6 pot* 
mumed .entangled in inares, like iAkti&' ix^ich 
Ind^encangled me from one time to dnoeb^V 
, tb& k>v« and tendeme&^increafed r''aiid'»)^ 
\iiiind' waS' nioseildisigly engaged fbr thcf gockib 
\of my fellow-creatures. 1 went to meeckigtf 
mran. awful fiame ofmind^ knd endeavoured to 
lRianwardly< acqaain^ed; with the I^ngiiage of? 
tbertrue Shephbrd ; andi, - one tdiryv being un^ 
deb a flrxmg exercife of fpirit, I ftood up, aniJ 
iaid fome words in a meeting ; but^ not kedp^^* 
ijag^clofe to the- divine opening, 1 (aid'tn^re 
tburt was required of mei and being (con hn^^ 
fible of my error, I wm aiHidled in mdnd^fomei 
weeksy without ai^ ligh|t ^^'^amfoipr/'* ^otf: 
towfbax degree that I coiild not* take fatitrfao'^ 
tiiHi^in< any thing :: I remembered God, and^ 
was troubled, and^ in the depth of my dH^ 
tMfs, he had pity upon me, and* ^t tM 
Cbraforten : I «hea felt fbrgivene^ formy of^ 
f«iice, and. mymM bmmk calm and qvriet; 
i' being 
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hfttig ;thi)y . tb«nli^r to mji graciouii Rc^ 
doeoMf fotfthi^'iiiofcicfiip and, ^ftcr this, fiftel« 
ingthmi^ing i^fi^uint^loyt opened^ and a 
0^i\fitfn : tm ^^iMku «i«<ftid A few mords' in a 
mMti|tf»:iiqoWM(:h' Ji^fband' peacei thia^ I 
h^Wf: i«M.abou& i(9Xi^.w^^ ihtAttir' 

time ; ,kad». ))» I w^s thua. humbled *aoddii^[^> 
oifdJtocd iHuter ibo croit^ mj undeffflonding^ 
bwam* now ftreiigthcAed to diAingui(h tfa» 
piMre tj^iH which, ii^wardly mpvea upon the 
hoarty aadt tavght mc to wail in Hence Some^ 
ttwi^A , xtosj ;weelL8 togetUer» until 1. £ek that 
riib whichi preparei. the oreature^ 
V Fmoi 9n inwacd purifying, and Atdfaft- 
abiding under it» fjprings. a lively opsrativo 
deitfcfor jdbe gQiodof qtheta: aU th&failii- 
fttl acei not catted to. the pnfaUc oiiiQftr)p;. hvt/ 
\fhoc%€r- u£, ace calledi to miniilec of that 
whici:^ the^r have taftedi andi handkd fpiaitt«« 
allyu The Qutnv ard medo s of wocOiip are va»» > 
rious^'bat^^q^ei^ver any acft true miuiftera: 
of Jefu^ €ltt^^ it is from the qpeaation o£j 
hii: l^iDit: upoai theic^ hoactS)^ Am0l pucifyingr/ 
thisois and.tbos giv)og*.dM»i a: joft fcnib ca.' 
the.quMiitBona.Qfoihbrai r 

This: trioh wa&: eu\y fixndi.m. xnyt mindi 
andD waa Itaugbt tb,' wa^ the pops: openiogv 
and to^take hee4» leOt^ .while I was (landing 
to. ipeakv my^ own willr ihtoald.get uppermoft, 
andicabii^ nut to utten^ word& from woHkHyi 
Muupdom, aad« depart fi^q^ the channel of tiw 
tone gofpeUminiftty^ 

\ lb tfao^ management of nfiy outwacd affatrst 
I-may ^> wilh tsbaoUoioc^r I £»ipd trotb 
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to be my^ fupport ; and f was r^peded^ in, my 
mafler's family, who came to livelin : Mount- 
HoUy within two years after my going there. ^ 
About the tweoty-thiiid year of ny age^ f ' 
had many frefh aiMi^hearen^ openings; in. 
ffefpeA to the care and/pro^idenceof tl^ AU 
mighty over his creatures in general, ^ and 
(^yer man as the* moft 'noble aniongft thoie 
which are ^vifible. ' And being clearly con-> 
teinced in my judgement, that to plaqe my. 
whole truft in God was beft for me,'4:feltre« 
newed ^gagements^ that in all things I might 
ad on an inward principle of virtuis, and 
jJoHbe Worldly. bufineis. no farther^ than as 
troth opened my way therein. ' 
«i About the time called Chriftmas^ I obfer«- 
ved 'many: people from the country, and dwell« 
ersrin town, who, refbrting to public*houfes, " 
fpent their time in drinking and vain fports, 
tending to corrupt one another; on which 
account I was much troubled. ^04>tie bouie^ • 
in particular, there was much dSSnter ; and I 
believed it was a duty incumbent on me to go 
and fpeak to the mafter of that houfe. I con- 
fidered I was young, and that feveral elderly 
fi^iends in town' had opportunity to fee thefe 
things ; but though I would gladly have been 
excufed, 3ret I could not feel my mind clear. 
The exerciie was heavy : and as I was read* 
ing what the Almighty &id to Ezekid, re- 
fpeding his duty as a watchman, the matter 
was fet home more clearly; and then, with' 
prayers and tears, I befought the. Lord for 
his aiiiftance, who, in Joving-fkiadnefs, gave. 

me 
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me i, refigned heart : then^ at a fuitabk Gp-4 
por^UYiity^ I went to the pablic^houfe; and) 
feeing the mian amongft much company, I 
w^nt to bim^ and told him, I wanted to fpcak 
with him $ (6 we went afide, and there^ ia 
the fear of the Almighty, I exprefled to fatal 
what refted on tny mind; which he toofc 
krtidly, and afterward (hewed more regard 
to itte thin before. In a few years after* 
wards ijfe died, middle-aged i and I often 
tbdb^t that; had I neglected my duty in 
thfeit. 'cafe, it wbuld have given me great 
trouble i and I was humbly thankful to my 
gracious Father, who had fupported me here* 
in. 

My employer, having a negro- woman, fold 
her, and defired me to write a bill of fale, 
the man being waiting who bought her: the 
thing was fudden ; and, though the thoughts 
of writing an inftrument of flavery for one 
of my fellow-creatures felt uneafy, yet I re- 
membered I was hired by the year, that it 
was my mailer who directed me to do it, and 
that it was an elderly man, a member of our 
focicty, who bought her ; fo, through weak- 
nefs, I gave way, and wrote; but, at the 
executing it, I was fo afflidted in my mind, 
that I faid, before my mafler and the friend, 
thati believed flave- keeping to be a practice 
inconfiftent with the Chridian religion : this 
in fome degree abated my uneafinefs ; yet, as 
often as I refleded ferioufly upon it, I thought 
I diould have been clearer, if I had deiired to 
have been excufed from it, as a thing againft 

C TO^ 
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my confcience ; for fuch it was. And, fome 
time after this, a youo^ man, of our fociety, 
ipoke to me to write a conveyance of a flave 
to him, he having lately taken a negro into 
his houfe : I told him I was not cafy to write 
k ; for, though many of our meeting apd, in 
other places kept flaves, I ftill believed the 
pradice was not right, and defired to be ex» 
cufed from the writing. I fpoke.to him in 
good will j and he told me that keeping iltfVes 
was not altogether agreeable to his mind; 
but that the flave being a gift to his wife, jie 
had accepted of her. 
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Mis fir ji journey i on a religious vifit^ into Eaji^ 

y^rfeyv in company with Abraham Farringr 

tow^His thoughts on merchandizing^ and his 

- learning a trade-^His fecond journey, with 

, IJaac Andrews, into Pennfylvania, Mary-^ 

land^ Virginia, and North r Carolina. — His 

\ third journey^ with Pet£r Andrews ^ through 

rpart ofWeji and Eafi Jerfey — Some account 

of his fijhr 'Elizabeth ^ and her death — His 

fourth journey, with Peter Andrews^ through 

. New-Tork and Long-IJlandf to New-Eng^' 

land — And his fifth journey^ with John 

Sykes, to the eafiern Ihore of Maryland, and 

the lower counties on Delaware. 

MY eftcemed friend, Abraham Farring-^ 
ton, being about to make a viiit to 
friends on the caftern fide of this province^ 
and having no companion, he propofed to 
me to go with him \ and, after a conference 
with fome elderly friends, I agreed to go 2 
we fet out the fihh day of the ninth monibf 
in the year 1743 ; had an evening-meeting at 
a tavern in Brunfwick, a town in which none 
of pur fociety dwelt; the room was full, 
and the people quiet- Thence to Amboy, and 
had an evening- meeting in the court-hcufe ^ 
to which many people came, amongft whom 
were feveral members of the aflembly, they 
^ipgin town on public affairs of the pro* 
C 2 placet 
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rmcc : in both thefe meetings my ancient 
companion was enlarged to preach, in the 
love of the gofpel. Thence we Went to Wood- 
bridge, Raway, and Plainfield i atd had fix 
or feven meetings in placed ^here meetings 
of friends are not ufually held, being made 
up chiefly of preibyterians ; and my beloved 
too^panion was frequently ftrengthened to 
publijQb the word of life amongft them : as 
for me, I was often filent; and, when I fpake, 
it was with much care, that I might 'fpeak 
only what truth opened : and I learned jfome 
profitable leflfons. .— We were out about two 
weeks. 

Near this time^ being on fome outward bu* 
finefs in which feveral families were concern- 
•ed, and which was attended with difficulties, 
fome things relating thereto not being clearly 
ilated, nor rightly under ftood^ by all, there 
afofe fome beat in the minds of the parties^ 
and one valuable friend got off his watcb^ 
I had a great regard for him, and felt a ftrong 
inclination, after matters were fettled, to fpeas 
to him concerning his condud in that cafe : 
but I being a youth, and he far advanced in 
age and experience, my way appeared diffi- 
cult; but, after fome days deliberation, and 
inward feeking to the Lord for afliftance, I 
was made fubjed; fo that I exprefled whit lay 
upon me in a way 'which became my youtli 
and his years : and, though it was a hard taiL 
to me, it was well taken, and, I believe, vnh 
ufcful to us both* ; 

Having 
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Having now been fevcral years with my 
employer, and he doing lefs at merchandize 
than heretofore, I was thoughtful of fome 
other wa]p of^vbufinefs ; perceiving nrierchan*^ 
dize to be attended with much cumber, ini 
the way of trading in thefe parts. 

My mind, through the power of truth, was 
in a good degree weaned from the defire of 
outward grciatnefs, and I was learning to be 
content with real conveniences, that were 
hot cfpftly I fo that a way of li%f££?j£OS 
much entanglement, appeared Beft tor nieT 
though the income mignt be fmall. I had fe- 
veral ofFers of bufinefs that appeared profita- 
ble, but did not fee my way clear to accept 
of them; as believing the bufinefs propofed 
would be attended with more outward care 
than was required of me to engage in. 

I faw that a humble m an, with the bleffing 
of the Lord, m ight live on a little : and that 
where the heart was Jj^L on greatnefs, fucceft 
in bufine fs did not fatisfy the craving; bu^ 
that commonly," with an increa(e^of_wealth, 
the ^defire ofLw ealth iacreafed- There was a 
care on my mind fo to pafs my time, tha^ 
fiOthing might hinder me from the mofC 
fteady attention to the voice of the true Shep- 
herd. 

My employer, though now a retailer of 
goods, was by trade a taylor, and kept a 
^vant^^man at that bufinefs ; and I began 
to think about learning the trade, expe<3:ing 
that, if I (hould fettle, I might, by this trade 
and a little retailing of goods, get a living 
C 3 Ax. 
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in a plain way, without the load of great 
bufinefs : I mentioned it to my employer, 
and we fobn agreed on terms; arid* theri, 
when I had leifure from the affairs of mer- 
chandize, I worked with his man. I believed 
the hand of Providence pointed out this bu- 
finefs for me ; and was taught to be content 
with it, though I felt, at times, a di(pofitioh 
that would have fought for fomething great- 
er : but, through the revelation of Jefus 
Chrift, I had feen the happinefs of humilitj, 
and there was an earneft" defire in me to eti-- 
ter deep into it; and, at times, this defire 
arofe to a degree of fervent fupplication, 
wherein my foul was fo environed with hea- 
venly light and confolation, that things were 
made eafy to me which had been otherwife. 

After fame time, ray employer's wife died; 
ihc was a virtuous woman, and generally be- 
loved of her neighbours : and^ foon after this, 
be left fhopkeeping, and we parted. I then 
wrought at my trade, as a taylor 5 carefully 
attended meetings for worfhip and difciplinci 
and found an enlargement of gofpel-love in 
my mind, and therein a concern to vifit 
frie^ds in fome of the back-fetilements of 
Pennfylvania and Virginia; and, beingthought-t 
ful about a companion, I exprefled it to my 
beloved friend, Ifaac Andrews, who then told 
me that he had drawings to the fame places j 
alfo to go through Maryland, Virginia, and 
Carolina. After confidcrable time pafl, and 
fcveral conferences with him, I felt eaiy to 
accompany him throughout, if way opened 

for 
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for it. I opened the cafe in our monthly 
meeting ; and, friends exprefling their unity 
therewith, we obtained certificates to travel 
as companions ; his from Haddonfield, and 
mine from Burh'ngton. 

We left our province on the twelfth day 
of the third month, in the year 1746, and 
had fevetal meetings in thfc upper part of 
Chefter eounty» and near Lancailer ; in fomc 
of which, the love of Chrift prevailed, uni- 
ting as together in his fervice. Then wc 
crofied the river Sufqueha^nah, and had fe- 
veral meetings in a liew' fettlement^ called 
the Red-Lands ; the oldeft of which, as I 
wad informed, did not exceed ten years. It 
is the poorer fort of people that commonly 
begin to improve remote defarts : with a 
fmall (lock they have houfes to build, lands 
to clear and fence, corn to raife, clothes to 
provide, and children to educate; that friends, 
who vifit fuch, may well fympathife with 
them in their hardlhips in the wildernefs; 
and though the beft entertainment fuch can 
give may feem coarfc to fome who are ufed 
to cities, or old fettled places, it becomes the 
^iiiiciples of Chrift to be content with it. Our 
hearts were fometimes enlarged in the love 
of our heavenly Father amongft thefe people ; / 
and the fweet influence of his fpirit fup-| 
ported us thrpugh fome difficulties : to himl 
be the praife ! .^ 

We pafled on to Manoquacy, Fairfax, 
Hopewell, and Shanando, and had meet- 
ings; fome of which were comfortable and 
C 4 cdif^vtv^. 
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^difyiog* From Shanando we fet off in the 
afternoon for the old fettleipents.pf friends in 
Virginia ; and, the firfl night» we, with our 
pilots lodged in the woods, our horfes feed- 
ing near us ; but he, being poorly prpvidec} 
^th a horfe, and we young and having good 
borfest were free the next day to. part ^i^ 
him; and did fo. In .two days aftcTt yf9 
reached to our ficiend JobQ Cheagle's> iAyff:> 
giUka : (o we took the ipeetings in our ws|y 
^jrougb Virginia; yere,; in fome degree^ 
baptized into a feeli^ i^nfe of the .condi^ 
tians.of the people; aiid out exercife in ge* 
oeral was more painful in thcfe old fcttle-f 
l&entSj than it had been amongft the back 
inhabitants : but, through the goodnefs of 
pur heavenly Father^ the well of living-wa*t 
iters was, at times, opened to our ,encou<t 
ragement and the rcfreflhment of the finccre* 
hearted. VVe. went on to Perquimons, in 
NorthrCarolina; badfeveral meetings, vvhich 
jvere large; and found fome opemncfs iq 
thofe parts, and a hopeful appearance anlopgii 
fhe young people. So we turned again to 
Virginia, and attcadcdiinoft of the mee<ings 
M^hich we had not been at before, laboiv:U?g 
ampngjft friends in the love of Jefus ChriC 
fis ability was given : and thence went to the 
inpuntains, up James-River, to a new fettle- 
ment ; 9Qd had feveral meetings amongft the 
people, fome of whom had lately joined in 
piemberihip with our fociety. 

In our journeying to and fro, we found 
fome ibQUCilrhGarted iriendj, who appeared 

A ' ■ to 



to h^ cpnc^rnjqd fo^ tlif^ .caufe of trutl^ ^ipong 

JVj-off^ yiEgjyia, we croflTc^ oy^r tf^c river 
P^toy^m^t.^t^o^-p ferry, aqd made a gcijir 
r^.viftf tg jtj^f W?^tiiigs of- fn^ds on the? 

Wfjr flH^^SflX FP^PS- W? ha4 fomp hac« 
l^l)9Uf.amj^^;|thpip, cocjeavouring to 4U- 
^harge opr ^ii|ty ^opeftljr as way ogei^ed, ia 

x^^^i^3tM-^l^'^ ^^^ ^^^^S^^ t^kipg ^HPdry 
/^ m?fiWgf|npur w^y^ ^j^e p^^d hopj^ward^ 

W^e^i;, tbrQiigh toe ffvpuf of diyin^ Provi-> 
<^^^qce, we j:eacbed tpQ fixteenth day oi. t)jc 
r ibcth month, in tl)e ye^r 1746 2 and t may 
fay that, through* the* affiftancc of the Holy 
Spirit, my companion and I travelled in bar« 
mony, and parked in the hearnefs of true 
brotherly lovc^ 

Two thingiVere remarkable to me in this 
journey: fim^ in regard to my entertain- 
ment } vvhea I ate, drank, and lodged free- 
coil: with people, who lived in eafe on the 
hard labour of their ilaves, I felt uneafy ; 
and, as my mind was inward to the Lord, I 
found, from place to place, this uneafinefii 
return upon me, at times, through the whole 
yifit. Where the inafters bore a good (hare! 
pf the burthen, and lived frugally, £0 that 
their fervants were well provided for, and 
their labour rrioderate, I felt more eaiy ; but 
where they lived in a coftly way, and laid 
heavy burthens' on their ll^vcs, my exerciie 
^as often great, and I frequently had con- 
verf^tion with them, in pjivate^ concerning 
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k/ ' Secondly: this trade of importing flaves 
from their native country being iQuch en* 
couraged amongft them» and the white peor 
phs and their children fo generally li?ing 
wrthout much labour^ was frequently ' the 
fubjed of' my ferious thoughts : .and I faw ip 
ifhefe fouthern provinces fo many Vices and 
corruptions, increafed by this trade and thisf 
^ay of life, that it appeared to me as a 
gibbm over the land $ and though how 
many, willingly run into it, yet, in future, 
ihib confequence will be grievous to pofte« 
rity : t bXpttis it as it hath appeared to me-,- 
dotjat odce, nor' twice, but as a matter fixed 
on my mind. 

\ Soon after my ' return home, I felt an in- 
creafing concern for friends on our fca-coaft ; 
and> on the eighth .day of the eighth month, 
in^the year 1746, with the unity of friends, 
and in company with my beloved friend and 
neighbour, Peter Andrews, brother to my 
companion before- mentioned, we fet for- 
ward, and vifited meetings generally about 
Salem, Cape May, Great and Little Egg- 
Harbour; and had meetings at Barnagat, 
Mannahockin, and Majie-Squan, and fp^ to tlte 
yearly jneeting at Shrewfbury. Through the 
gobdrfefs of the Lord way was opened, and 
me. ftrength of divine love was fometimes 
felt in our affemblies, to the comfort and 
-help of thofe who were rightly concerned be* 
fore him. We were out twenty-two days, 
and rode, by computation, three hundred 
and forty miles. At Shrewfbury yearly meet- 
ing. 
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ingf we met' with our dear friends, Michael 
Lightfoot and Abraham Farrington» who had 
good fervice there. 

The win ecr following my eldeft fifter, Eli- 
zabeth Woohnan, Jan. died of the fmall-poxt 
a^ed 'thirty-one yearl. She was, from her 
youtb» - of & thoughtfal difpofition ; and very 
cbmpaiiiotasite to^ her- acquaintance in their 
ficknefs or ydiftrefs^^ being ready to help u 
far aa'ihc could; ' She was dutiful to her 

Earents; oiie inftahce whereof follows :—«It 
appened chat (he, and- two of her fifters, be* 
ing then near the ^ftate of young womei^ 
had an inclination/ one £rft^day after meeu 
'^^gs to go on a vifit to fome other young 
women at fome diftance ofFi whofboompa* 
ny, I believe, woidd have' done them no 
gdod. They expreffed iheir defire to our pa- 
rents ; who were diflatisfied wi^h the propo* 
fal, and ftopped them. The fame day, as 
my lifters and I were together, and they 
talking about their < difappointment, Eliza-* 
beth exprefled her contentment under it ; fig- 
pifying, flie believed it might be for their 
goodt 

A few years after (he attained to mature- 
age, through the gracious vifitations of God's 
love, flic was ftrengthened to live a iclf-dcny- 
ing exerhplary life," giving herfclf much to 
reading and meditation. 

The following letter may (hew, in ibmc 
degree/ her difpofition. 

Haddonfield, 
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' ' . Haddonfield, i ft day, iitlmiDtttli* if^^^ 

' ■ * ' ■ ' 'il ' 

Beloved brother, John WoolinanV 

'In that lore Mrhich defires the welfare of 
fUl pin, I write unto tb^e:;Irteer^idthine# 
d^ted fecqnd day of the tenth iponth laftf 
jvith w.biqh I was comforted. « My fpirit is 
ROifeed with thani^fulnefi thati iOKnilfl be 
remcfmbeicd^ who ain^ iinwdrtbyi; but tht 
]L#dr(i :i^ fiiU of mercyV and bb goodnefs ii 
Intended'! to the ihcaQeft t)f bis. creation ; 
tb^i^efo^o; in his infinite love/ hb hath pi- 
ticdv and 'fpar^d; and (hewed mercy, that I 
j)a¥e not beeii ciA d£ nor quite loft; but, at 
$imes^ I a'm rcfrefhed aiid comforted as with 
tb^.gibn^fe of htspreiibnce, which is more> 
to lijbc immortal part,' than all which this 
world can afford : ' fo, ' with defires for thy 
pr^frjryation with my own, I remain 

thy a^c<9:ionatc fifter, 

Eliz. Woolman, jun, 

In the fore part of her illnefs (he was iri 
great fadn^fs and ddedion of ,min^, of 
which (Rt told one of her intimate friends^ 
ind iaidi.^ whcq I was . a young girl I >fra$ 
\whtbri*iy 4ifJ^,^but' i thought I had 'tfei 
*?iughly Vdpent(ia of ' it; and idded, f hivt 
of l[ate: had great (atisfaftion in ipeetiogsi 
Yhdugh Ihe Was thus^ difconfolatc, (liirfhic 
retained a hope, whi^h vi^as as ah anbhof to 
her: and fometime» after, the fame friend 



came 
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^ame again to fee her, to whoni (he. tiien- 
iioned her former expreflioiiSs and faid-, it iif 
otherwife now, for the Lol-d bdth ttwktd&A 
me feven-fold ; and I atn unihle to lit^rtfi 
the greatnef$ of his love manifeftied t6 ine: 
Her diforder appearing dah^ero&i^ sthd oti^ 
mother being iorrowfdU {he took :h6(rce of 
it, and (aid, dear mother, weep httt /or mV^ 
I go to my Godf: and, man;^ tiihe j, witlli aU 
audible voice, tittered praife to her Re-^ 
deemer. * , 

A friend^ coming fome miles to Teelier tfid 
mpraing before (he died, aiked her, ^tiow ./Be 
did ? (he attfwered, I have had a h!^rd;ni|hl!i 
but (hall not have another fafcb^ fbr I m£Il 
die, and it will be well with my foul ; and 
accordingly died the next evening. 

The following ejaculations were found a- 
mongfl: her writings ; written, I believe, ait 
four times : 

I. Oh ! that my head were as waters, and 
mine eyes as a fountain of tears, that I might 
weep day and night, until acquainted with 
my God. 

II, O Lord, that I may enjoy thy pie- 
fence! or elfe my time is loft, and my life 
a fnare to my foul. 

III. O Lord, that I may receive bread 
" from thy table, and that thy grace may a- 

bound in me ! 

IV, O Lord, that I may be acquainted 
with thy jprefence, that I miy be feafoncd 
with thy (alt, that thy "grate may abound iri 
me ! 

Q€ 
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Of late I foond. drawings ia my: mind to 
f Uk friends in New-Epgland, and, having 
tn opportuni^ of joining in company whh 
my beloved friend, Peter Andrews^ we, . ha-s 
ving obtained certificates ifrooi our monthly 
meeting) fet forward on the iixteenth day of 
the third m€|ntb> in the year i747f and 
reached the yearly ^ -meeting ,at Long-lfland ; 
at which were our friends* Samuel Nottbg« 
haoA from England, ^JoJ^^ Griffith, Jane 
Hoikins, and EHzabeth Hudfon from Penn* 
fylvanidj and Jacob Andrew^ from Cheiler^ 
field. Several of whom:. were favoured in 
their public exercife f and, through the 
goodnefs of the Lord, we had fome edifying 
meetings. After this, my companion and I 
vifited friends on Long-ifland; and, through 
the mercies of God, we were helped in the 
work. 

Befides going to the fettled meetings of 
friends, we were at a general meeting at Se- 
tawket, chiefly made up of other focietic^c 
and had a meeting at Oy(i:er-Bay in. a 
dwelling-houfe, at which were many people ; 
at the mft of which ther e wa s^jioMnuch faid 
.-by-wayj^f^^fHmony -, but it was, I believe^ a 
£^Qd--m£Cting : at the latter, through the 
fpringing up of living-waters, it was a day 
to be thankfully remembered. Having vifited 
the ifland, we went over to the main, taking 
meetings in < our way, to Oblong, Nine- Part- 
ners, and New-Milford. — In thefe back-fcttler 
ments we met with feveral people, who, 
tjjrough the immediate workings of the fpi^. 

rit 
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rit of Chrift on their minds, were drawn from\ 
tiie vanities of the world, to an inward acf 
quaintance with him: they were educated m' 
the way of the prefbyterians. A confideraUe 
number of the youth, members of that .fo« 
dety, ufed to fpeod their time often toget&er 
in merriment; but fome of the principal young 
men of that company being vilited by the , 
powerful workings of thcifpirit of Chrift, and 
thereby led hmnbiy to t^ke up his crofs^ 1 
could no longer join in thofe vanities ; and, 
as thefe ftood ftedfaft to that inward coa^ 
vincement, they were made a bleffing to fom^ 
of their former companions ; fo that, through 
the power of truth, feveral were brought into 
a clofe exercife concerning the eternal weli« 
being of their fouls. Thefe young people 
continued for a time to frequent their pub*- 
lie worfhip ; and, beiides that,* had meetings 
of their own ; which meetings were a while 
allowed by their preacher, who, fometimes, 
met with them : but, in time, their judge- 
menti in. matters of religion, difagreeing with 
fome of the articles of the preibyterians, 
their meetings were difapproved by that fo- 
ciety ; and fuch of them as flood firm to 
their duty, as it was inwardly manifefted, 
had many difficulties to go through: and 
their meetings were in a while dropped; fome ' 
of them returning to the prefbyterians ; and o- 
thers of them, after a time, joined our religious 
fbciety. 

I had converfation with fome of the latter^ 
to my help and edification ; and believe fcvcr 

ral 



ral dTlKfem arc i^cqqalnted WftH^he rikAiVd ^ 
.that wdrfliip, •Which is piirfdrAied in li)irit ii^li 
III froth. From heticc, accompanied by AftibI 
Pb^^clj, k friend frooi Lo'ng-lflarid; we rodfe 
thtcxig^ Conncdti'cut; chiefly inhabited by pref- 
bytei&his, who weregcnerally civilto usj and^ 
after three days riding, wc ca\ne artiortgft 
Friends in the colony 6f RKoSde-lfland. Wfc 
Vifited friends m arid about Newport, aft3 
E^arthidnth, and^inihdiyiAVhbfe partis- anSi 
thtn to Boftbri j ahd |f^ocee?de'd eaftward iS 
far 'as Dover: *ahd thcii returned to New- 
jxjrt; and, not far frohi "thence, we met oiir 
frichd,Thbnias*Ga\vthf6p,frdrii England, whd 
was dicn on a vifit to thcfe provinces. Frorii 
Newport we failed to Nahftickct; were there 
near a week j and ftom thence ckme over to 
Dartniouth: and, having fihifhcid our vifitiil 
thefc parts, Ve croffcd the foiiind from New^ 
London to Ldng-tfland; arid, taking totiit 
meetings on the ifland, proceeded homeward ; 
whferc we reached the thirteehth diy of the 
feventh month, in the year 1747, having rode 
about fifteen hiiiidred niile$, and failed about 
one hundred arid fifty. 

In this journey, I may fa^, in general^ we 
were fometinies in much weaknefs, and la-: 
boureid under difcoiiragements ; and at other 
timds, through the renewed manifeftations of 
divine love, we had fcafonis of refrelhnient; 
wherein the power of truth prevailed. 

We were taught, by renewed experience, 
to labour for an inward ftillnefs ; at no time 
to feck for words, bu:t to live in the fpirit of 

truth. 
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truth, and utter that to the people which truth . 
opened io us. My beloved companion and I \ 
belonged to one meeting, . cvpe forth in the mi- ] 
niftry near the fame time, and were inwardly j 
united in the work: he was about thirteen j 
yesfs otder than I^ bore the heavie^ bcNrdiieb, 
ind was an kiftruraeot of the greateft nfe; • v 

Finc^mg a concern to vifit friends in the 
lower e6ttntie8 on DelaWlsre, anfd on tiie eaf- 
tetn ihwe of Marylsifiid^ itnd fiaviiig an bppor- 
ttrtiity to Join with ihf Irtflf^beibyed ancient 
fiicrid, Jchn Sytesr/ we ^bbtaioed certificates, 
and v^t off the fevefrth day ofth^ eighth 
ihoiith;in*tbc yctr 1748$ were ^tbe meet- 
ings of friends in the lower counties, attended 
the yearly meeting at Little-Creek, and made 
a ^ifit to chief of ifhe intetin^s on tte ^aflern 
fiipre ; and fo home by th« Way o¥'Notfihghani*c 
wirb abrodd about fix Sn^eeks, m6 tode^ by 
' coWpofi^fiori/ about ^ Ave* -hundr^ and fifty 
inttes. '. ■ 

Our eiertife, at times, wa4 heavy; buty 
fhwtigh the goodnefs of the Lorrf, we were of- 
ten rfefr'cflied : and I may fay, by eafpcrience, 
" He is a ftrong hold in the day of trouble/* 
Though our fociety, in thefe parts, appeared 
to me to be in a declining condition ; yet, I 
believe^ the Lord hath a people amongft thcm^^ 
who labour to ferve him uprightly, but have 
many difficulties to encounter. 
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C HA P. III. 

His marriage^— The death of his fathe r ^ ■ , ^His 

joumies into the upper part of New^JerJiy, 

and afterward into PennJyIvama^'''Confiae^ 

rations on keeping Jlaves^ . and his vifits to the 

.. families of friends at fevgraljimes and places 

: — An epijtie Jrom* the general meeting-^Hi} 

journey to Lfmg^ljUnd-''''-^'Cm^rations, on 

tradings and on the ufe of ^irituous liquors 

, and : cojlh/ apparel *^ And his letter to a 

■ f^l^tl. . , 

■ ■■ • .' ■ . ■■ 1 ' * 

ABOUT this .Ume, believing it good for 
me tofettle^ and thinking ferioufly a^ 
bout a conapanion, my heart W9s turned tq^jaip 
Lord with deiires that he would givc;ii;ie wif- 
dom to proceed therein agreeable to Kis wjlU 
and he was pleafed to give me a weU* inclined 
damfel^ Sarah Ellis ; to whom I was .marcied 
the eighteenth day of the eighth months in the 
year 1749. 

In the fall of the year 1750 died my father, 
Samuel Woolman, with a fever, aged about 
fixty years. 

: In his life-time he manifefted much care 
for us his children^, that in our youth we 
might learn to fear the Lord -, often endca- 
^vouring to imprint in our minds the true prin- 
ciples of virtue, and particularly to cherifli in 
us a fpirit of tendernefs, not only towards poor 

people. 
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people, but alfo towards all creatures of which 
We had the command. 

After my return from Carolina, in the year 
1746, I made fome obfervations on keeping 
flaves,' which fome time before his deceafe I 
(hewed him j and he perufed the manufcript, 
propofed a few alterations, and appeared well 
fitisBed that I found a concern on that ac- 
count: and in his kil .ficknefs, as I was 
watching with him one ixight, he being fo far 
(pent that there was noesEpec^ationofhis recove-- 
ry, but having the perfedliifeof hisunderftand* 
ing, tie aiked me cp^cernxng the manufcript^ 
whether I expeded foon to proceed to take the 
advice pf friends in -publilGbing it? a.nd, after 
fome convcrfjtion thereon, faid, I have all a- 
long been deeply affeftcd with the oppreiBon 
of the poor negroes ; and now, at lafl^ my 
concern for them is as great as ever. 

fiy his diredion, I had wrote his will in a 
time of health, and that night he deiired mc 
to read it to him, which 1 did ; and he faid 
it was agreeable to his mind. He then made 
mention of his end, which he believed was 
near ; and fignified, that, though be was 
feniible of many imperfections in the courfe 
of his life, yet his experience of the power 
of truth, and of the love and goodnefs of 
God from time to time, even till now, was 
fuch, that he had no doubt but that, in lea- 
fing this life, he (hould enter into one more 
happy. 

The next day his (ifter Elizabeth came to 

fee bim, and told him of the deceafe of their 
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fitter Ann ; who died i few days before : fie 
then faid, ,1 reckon fiftcr Ann was free t?o 
leave this world ? Elizabeth faid, (he was : 
he then faid, I alfo am free to leave it ; and, 
being in great wcaknefs of body, faid, I hope 
I (hall (hortly go to reft. He continued iti 
a wei^ty fracne of mind, and was fenfible till 
near the laft. 

On the fecond day of the ninth month, in 
the year 1751, feeling drawings in my mind 
to vifit friends at the Grfeat-Meadows, in the 
tipper part of Weft- Jerfcy, with the nnhy of 
our monthly meeting, I went there ^ and hstd 
fome feirching laborious exercife amongft 
fiiends in thofe parts^ and found inward peace 
therein. 

In the ninth month of the year 1753, iri 
company with my well-efteemed frieiid, Joha 
Sykes, and with the unity of friends, we 
travelled about two weeks, vifiting friends 
in Bucks-County. We laboured in the love 
of the gofpel, according to the meafure re- 
ceived; and, through the mercies of him>, 
who is ftrength to the poor who truft in him, 
we found fatisfaftion in our vifit : and, in the 
next winter, way opening to vifit friends fa- 
milies within the compafs of our motithly- 
mecting, partly by the labours of two friends 
from Pennfylvania, 1 joined in fome part t>f 
the work; having had a defire fome time thai 
k might go forward amongft us. 

About this time, a perfon at fome diftance 
lying lick, his brother came to me to write 
his will : I knew he had (laves ; and, afldng 

his 
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Ills brother, was tgld he intended to leave 
them as flave^ to his children. As writing 
18 a profitable employ, and as offending fober 
people was difagreeable to my inclination^ I 
was ftraitened in my mind ; but, as I looked 
to the Lord, he inclined my h^art to his tef- 
timony : and I told the man, that I believed 
the praftice of continviog flavery to thi^ 
people was not right ^ zp^ bad a fcruple in 
my mind againft d9tng writings of that 
land: that, though many in our fociety kept 
them as flaves, ftill I was not^ eafy to be con* 
cerned in it i and detired to be excufed fron^ 
going to write the will- J fpake to him in 
the fear of the Lord ; and he made no reply 
to what I iaidy but went away : he, alfo, had 
fome concerns in the practice ; and I thought 
be was difpleafed with me. In this cafe I 
h^d a frefh confirmation, that adiing contrary 
to prefent outward intereft, firom a motive 01 
divine love, and in regard to truth and righte-* 
- oufnefs, opens the way to a treafure better t^c^l 
iiiver, and to a friend(hip exceeding the friendr/\ 
fhip of men. 

The manufcript before-mentioned having 
lain by me ieveral ye^rs, the publication of 
it refled weightily upon me ^ and this year I 
offered it to the revifal of friends, who, ha- 
ving examined and made fome fmall altera- 
tions in it, directed a number of copies there- 
of to be publifbed, and difperfeci amongft 
friends. 

In the year 1754, I found my mind drawn 
to joip in a viiit to friends families belonging 
D 3 \s^ 
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to Clicfterfield monthly-ffteeting ; and ha- 
ving the approbation of bur own, I went to 
their monthly-meeting in order to confer 
with friends, and fee if way opened for it; 
I had conference with fome of their mem- 
bers, the propofal having been opened before 
in their meeting, and one friend agreed to 
join with me as a companion fbf a begin- 
ning ; but, when meeting was ended, I felt 
great diftrefs of mind, and doubted what 
way to take, or whether to go home and wait 
for greater clearnefs : I 'kept my diftrefe fe- 
cret ; and, going with a friend to his houfe, 
i)my defires were to the great Shepherd for his 
^heavenly inftrii<aion; and in the morning I 
felt eafy to proceed on the vifit, being very 
low in my mind : and as mine eye was turn- 
ed to the Lord, waiting in families in dcejv 
reverence before him,' he was pleafed gra^i^ 
oully to afford help; fo that we had many 
Comfortable opportunities, and it appeared as ' 
a frefli vifitation to fome young people. J 
fpent feveral weeks this winter in the fervice, 
part of \Yhich time was employed near home. 
And again, in the following winter, I was fe- 
veral weeks in the fame fervicej; fome part of 
the time at Shrewfbury, in company with my 
beloved friend, John Sykcsj and have canfc 
humbly to acknowledge, th at, throtigh thegood- 
nefs of the Lord, our heafts were, at times, 
enlarged in his love ; and ftrength was given 
to go through the trials which, in the courfc 
of our yifit, 'attended "us^ 

From 
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From a di(agremoent between the powers 
of England and France^ it was now a time of 
trouble on this-Continent ; and . an epiftle to 
friends went forth from our general fpring* 
meeting, which I thought good to give a place 
in this journal. 

An EPISTLE from our general fpring-mecti 
' ing 6f rninifters and elders for Pennfylva 

nia and ' New- Jerfey, held at Philadelphia, 
' ' from the twenty- ninth of ' the third month 

to the firft of the fourth month, inclufivie; 

^755' 
To friends oh the Continent of America. 

Dear friends, 

IN an humble fenfe of divine goodnefs, and 
the gracious continuatioa of God's love to 
his people, we tenderly falute you ; and are 
at this time therein engaged in mind, that all 
ef ^s who profels the truth, as held forth 
aQd publi&ed by our worthy predecefTors in 
dnis latter age of the world, may keep near 
e> that ii£e which is the light of men, and be 
ftrengthened to hold faft the profefSon of r.ur 
faith without wavering, that our trud may 
not be in man, but in the Lord alone, who 
nileth in the arniiy of heaven, and in the king- 
doms of men, before' whom the earth is " as 
^ the duft of the balance, and her inhabitanta 
*^ asgrafshoppers," lfa.xl.22t 

D4 Wc: 
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We (h^ing coBvmeed ttiat the gracious de* 
jpgft of t^d Almighty in fendipg his Sou iqi^ 
(tQ the world, was to repair the bre^h xpada 
by difpbediencey ,to £ai^ fin and tranrgref-^ 
£pn> that his kingdom might copie, and his 
will be done on earth as it is in heaveq) havo 
found it to be our duty to ceafe from thofe 
national contefts productive of mifery and 
blopcl^^ed. a^d fubmit our caufe to him^ 
tpe Mod ii\0Xr whofe tender love to his chil'- 
4ren exce^eds the.moft warm afF^dtipns of na-* 
tural parents, ^nd who hath promifed to }iis 
feed throughout the earth, as to one indivi- 
dual, " I will never leave thee, nor forfake 
** thee/* Heb, jxiii. 5. And as we, thrpugh 
the graaoiis "dealings of the Lord our God, 
have had experience of that work which is 
carried on, " not by earthly might, nor by 
** power, bi%t by my Spirit, faith the Lord 
*' of hofts;'' Zech. iv. 6. by. which opera^ 
tion, that fpiritual kingdom is fet up, whi^h 
is to fubdue and. break in ■. pieces all king«> 
doms that oppofe it, and ihall • iland for ^ver.. 
In a deep kofe thereof, and of the ^f^tgr^ 
flability, and peace,, there is in it, we are dftn 
iircus ihat .ail who profefs the truth, may b^; 
inwardly acquainted with it, and thereby be qua^ 
lified to conduA ourfelves in all parts of our 
life as becomes our peaceable profeflion : and 
we trufl, as there is a faithful continuance, 
to depend wholly upon the Almighty arm, 
fircxm one generation to another, the peacea^ 
ble kingdom . will gradually be extended 
?' jfrora fca to fta, and from the river to. the 

*' endv 
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^ en<k (^.tb^ earth/' T^ch. ix* 10. to tho 

completion, of (hofe propbefies already begun, 
th^t '' nation ih^^\ not lift op a fword againft 
*' nation « B6r loam war any more/' Jfa. ii. 4. 

' And^ /dearly beloved fmnds^ feeing we havo 
tbefe promiffs, :»nd believe that God is begin- 
ning to fulfil: th^^ffi, rl0t U8 CQnftantly endeavour 
to have om minds fufikiently difentangkd 
itiaxi th« furiekiBg <:ar«9 of thii life, and re^ 
dkemed - ftom th« love of tbe world, that no 
Mitbly po£r<30iQn8' nor enjoymenti may bias 
pur judgenients, or turn us from that refigoa- 
tion, and entire truft in God, to which hit 
bleffing is moft furely annexed; then may 
we fay, •* Our Redeemer is mighty, he will ^ 
^« plead our caufe for us." Jer. L 34. And if, 
lor the farther promoting bis moft gracious 
purpofes in the earth, he (hould give us to 
tafte of that bitter cup which his faithful ones 
have often partaken of ; O! that we may be 
rightly prepared to receive it ! 

And now, dear friends,' with refped to the 
commotions . arid ftirrings of the powers of 
tb^ earth at this time near us, we are defi- 
rdas that none of us may be moved thereat;- 
' fiut repofe ourfelves in the munition of 
^ that rock that all thefe (bakings (hall not 
*' move, even in the knowledge and feeling 
' of the eternal power of God, keeping us 
\ fubjcdly given up to his heavenly will, and 
^' feel it daily to mortify that which remains' 
^^ in any of us which is of this world : for 

• the 



48 The^ LKE and travels 

* the worldly paft, m any, is the changetfolif 

< part, and that is up and down, full and 

* empty, joyful and forrowful, as things gd 

* well or Ul in this world s for as the truth 

< is but one, and many are made partakers 

* of its fpirit, fo the world is but one, and 
' many are made partakers of the fpirit of 

< it; and fo many as do partake of it, fa 

< many will be ftraitened and perplexed with 
^ it : but they who are fingle to the truth, 

* waiting daily to feel the life ^nd virtue of 

< it in their hearts, thefe (hall rejoice ihthe 
« tnidft of adverfity,' and have' to experience^ 
with the prophet, That " Although the fig- 
*• treefhall tiot bloflbm, neither (hall fruit 
« be in. the vines j the labour of the olive 
^'^ (hall fail, and the fields (hall yield no 
"■meat 5 the flock (hall be cut off from the 
•* fold, arid there (hall be no herd in the 
" ftalls 5 yet will they rejoice in the Lord, and 
" joy in the God of ri;^/r falvation/' Hab. iii* 
17, 18. 

If,, contrary to this, we profcfs the truth» 
and, not living under the power and influx 
ence of it» are producing fruits difagreeable 
to the purity thereof, and truft to the ftreogth 
of man to fupport ourfelves, therein our con«>- 
fidence will be vain. For he, who removed 
the hedge from his vineyard, and gav6 it to 
be trodden under foot, by reafon of the wild 
grapes it produced, (Ifa. v. 5.) remains un- 
changeable: and if, for the chaftifement of 
wickedncfsi and the farther promoting his 

owa 
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own glory, he doth arife, even to ihake ter* 
ribly the earth, who then may oppofe him, 
and profpciri 

We renaain, in the love of the gofpel, your 
friends and brethren. . 

Sfetttd by fourteen friends. 

•'Scrbpling to doSvritings, relative to keep- 
ing flavtsr, having been a means of fundry 
fnndl trials to me^ in which I have fo evi- 
dendy. felt my own wrli^ fet afide, I think 
it good to mention ti few of them.— Trades- 
men and retailers of goods^ who depend on 
their buiinefs for a living, are naturally in- 
clined to keep the good- will of their cuftom- 
ers; nor is it a pleafant thing for young 
men to be under any neceffity to queftion the 
judgement or honefly of elderly men, and 
more efpecially of fuch as have a fair re- 
putation, pecp ^otedjcitfioms, though wrongs I. 
are not cafily ^altcred ; but it is the duty of 
every one to be firm /in that which they cer- 
tainly know is right for them. A charitable 
benevolent man, well acquainted with a ne- 
gro, may, I believe, under fome circum* 
ftances, keep him in his family as a fervant, 
from no other motives than the negro's goodj 
but maUi as man, knows not what (hall be af- 
ter him, nor hath aflurance that his children 
will attain to that perfection in wifdom and 
goodnefs neceifary rightly to exercifc fuch pow* 
«r ; it is clear to me, that I ought not to be 
the fcribc where wills are drawn, in* which 
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foxiie children are made abColute mailers over 
others during life, . 

About this time, an ancient mto, of good 
eileeni; in the neighbourhood, Qame to my 
houfe'to get his will written ;k|^^ had young 
negroes; and I aiked him privately/ how he 
purpofed to difpofjs.of them? he told./ me: 
I then faid) I cannot writ6 thy will without 
breaking my own peace ; an^« jefpe^l^y 
gave.Jhim.my reafons for it: he ^giufied thai; 
lie h^d ^ c^oijce. that 1 ibould hayp wotteo it^ 
but ^s I could not, coniSflent with my coo- 
(cience, Jip did not flefire it ; anid ^ be got 
it. writfen by fome other perfpn, A^d» ^ ^^ 
ye^rj^ after, there beiuig great jtlterations ia 
bis ;^nvly, he cam^ again to get me to write 
his will : his negrges were yet young; and 
his Ton, to whom he intended to give them, 
was, fince he firfl fpoke to me, from a liber- 
tine, become a ibber ]i!Oung man; and he 
luppofed, that I would have been free, on 
that account, to writq it* We had much 
friendly talk on the jfubjedl, and then de« 
ferredit: a few days after, he came again,, 
and direded their freedom; and then I wrote 
his will, 

Near the time the laft-mentioned friend 
fii il fpoke to me, a neighbour received a. bad 
bruife in his body, and fcpt for me to bleed 
him; which being done, he deiired me to 
write bis will: 1 took notes; and, amongft 
Other things, he told me to which of nis 
children he gave his young negro: I coofi- 
deredjhe pain and diilrefs he was in^ and 

fcneiv 
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knew not how it would end ; fo I wrote his : 
will, favc only that part concerning his flare^ 
and, carrying it to his bed-fide, read it to htm^ \ 
and then told bim, in a friendly way, thitl \ 
could not write any iAftrbments by which m^ j 
fcUow-crcatuffes wcl-c made flav^, wifliout / 
bringing trouble on . my own mind : I let hnrt 
know that I charged notUng for what I bad 
done; and defiredto be'excafed from dom^ • 
the other fart in the w«y he pncrpofed : wft then ■ 
had a feribus conference on the fubfeift^ n ' 
Jength he agreeing to fet hftr free^ I fimftied . ' 
his will. 

Having found drawings in my mind to vHk 
friends on Long-Ifland, after obtaining a certi- 
ficate from OOT montWy-n>ecting, IfetofFon 
the twelfth day of the fifth month, in thfc year 
1756. ' When' I reached the ifland, I Ititfged 
the firft nig^ht at thehoofe of my dear friend', 
Richard Hallet : the next day, bcirtg the firft 
of the week, I was at the meering in New* 
town; in which we experienced the renewed 
manifeftations of the love of Jefus Chrift, to 
the comfort of the honeft^hearted. I went 
that night to Flufliingj and the next day, in 
C6mpany with my beloved ffiend, Matthew 
Ftanklm, we croffed the ferry at Whke- Stone; 
Wer^ at <hree meetings on the main, and then 
r^rned to the Iflantfi 'where I fpent the re* 
mainder of the week in vlfiting meetings. The 
Lord, 1 believe, hath a people in thofe parts, 
who* ate honeftly inclined to ferve him; but 
many; .1 fear, are too much clogged with the 
tfungS4)fthi8 life, and do not come forward 

bearing 
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beiiring the crofs in fach faithfulnefs as he ca,llf 
for. 

My mind was deeply engaged in this vifit^ 
both in public and private; and, at feveral 
placeS) ohTerving.that they had ilaves» 1 found 
inyfelf under aneceility, in a friendly way, to 
labour with them on that fubjed:; expreiT- 
ing, as way opened, the idcoAfiftency ^ that 
pradice with the purity of the Chriftian re» 
iigion, aiid the ill e^edts of it manifefted 
ampDgft us« 

The latter end x)f the week,, their yearly- 
meeting began j at which were our friends 
John Scarbrough, Jane Hofkins, and Sufan- 
nah Brown, from Pennfylvania : the public 
meetings were large, aqid meaforably favoured 
with divine goodnefs* / 

The cxercife of my mind, at this meeting, 
was chiefly on account of thofe who were 
confidered as the foremoft rank in the foci* 
ety: and, in a meeting of minifters and el-* 
ders, way opened, that I expreffed in fome 
meafurewhat lay upon mej and, at a time 
when friends were met for tranfading the 
afiairs of the church, having fet a while fi- 
lent, I felt a weight on . my mind, and ftood 
up s and, through the gracious regard of our 
heavenly Father, ftrength was given fully to 
clear myfelf of a burdien, which^ for {qmc. 
days, had been increafing upon me. >i^^ 

Through the humbling difpenfations of 
divine Providence, men are fometimes fitted 
for his fervice. The mefTages of the prophet 
Jeremiah were fo difagreeable to the people, 

and 
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and {0 reverfe to the fplrit they lived iQ) that 
he became the objeft of their reproach ; and^ 
in the weakness of nature^ thought of defifl- 
lug from his prophetic office; but> faith fae» 
V His word was in .my heart as a burning 
" fire (hut up in my bones ^ and I was weary 
'^ with forbearing, and could not ftay." I 
faw a^ this time, that» if I was honeft in dor 
daring \that which truth opened in me, J 
could not pleafe all. men 4 and laboured to 
be content in the way of my duty, however 
dtfagreeable to my own inclination. After 
this . I went homeward, taking Woodbridg^ 
and PIdnfield in my way s in both which 
meetings, die pure influence of divine love 
was manifefted ; in an humbling fenfe where- 
of I went home ; having been out about twen? 
ty-four days, and rode about three hundred 
and fixteen notUos. 

While I was out op this journey, my heart 
was much afieded with a fenfe of the (late 
of the churches in our fouthern provinces ; 
and, believing the Lord was calling me to 
fome farther labour, amongft them, I was 
bowed in reverence before him, with fervent 
defires that I might find ilrength to refign my- 
felf up to his heavenly will. 

Until this year, 1756, I continued to re- 
tail goods, befides following my trade as a 
taylor; aboujt which time, I grew uhealy 
on account of my bufinefs growing too 6um- 
berfbme. I had begun with felling trioif 
mings for garments, and from thence pro^ 
ceeded to fell cloths arid linens^ and, at 

length; 
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)erigth> havinggoi a confiderable fi}ap of gppdsj 
mjt^trade incre^Ai every year; and the ro^:t^ 
large bnfinefs appealed open-^ brut I/dt a ^d^ 
inttxyffiind. 

Tnrough the mercies of the Almighty, t 
kad, in a good degree, learned td be content 
with a plain way of living : I had but .a fmaU 
family ; and, on ferions confiderattidn, I belie- 
ved truth did not require me to eng^age iri 
1 much cumbering affairs: h had bectr my gc- 
llieral praftice to buy and fell things rieally iife- 
ful : things that ferved chicil)^ to pTeafe the vain 
mind in people, I Was not eafy to trade in > 
fddom dici it; and, whenevef 1 did, I found it 
weaken me as a Chriilian. 

The incres^ of bufiaefs became my bur- 
then; for, though my natural iiiclination wad 
toward merchandise*, yet f bel^everf truth le^ 
quired me to live more free ftbm outward 
cumbers: and dlere was now a ftrife in my 
mind between the tv^p ; and in this exercife 
my pr^ers were put up to the Lord, who 
graciouuy heard me, and gave m6 a heart r&- 
£gned to his holy will : then I lelTened my 
outward buiinefss and, as I had opportunir 
ty, told my cuflomers of my inrention, tliat 
they might coniider what (hop to turn to: 
and, in a while, wholly laid down merchan- 
dize, following my traxle, as a taylor, myfelf 
only, having no apprentice. I alfo had a 
nurfery of apple-trees ; in which I employed 
fome of my time in hoeing, grafting, trim- 
ming, and inoculating. In qiefchandize it 
is the cuflom, where I lived, to fell chiefly 

on 
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on credit^ and poer people often get in debt 1 
and when payment is expedted^ not having 
where wUh to pay, their creditors often fue 
for it at law. Having often obferved occur- 
rences of this kind, I found it good fpr me 
to advife poor people to take fuch goods as 
were moft ufcful and not co&iy. 

In the time of trading, t had an opportu- 
nity of feeing^ that the tco liberal ufeoffpi- 
rituous liquors, acd. the cullom of wearing 
too codly apparel, led fome people into great 
inconvemrnccs ; and thefe two things appear 
to be often connedled ; for, by not attending 
to that ufe of things which is cohfiftcnt 
with univeiTal rightcoufnefs, there is an in- 
crease of labour which extends beyond what 
our heavenly Father intends for us: and 
bvi great labour, and often by much fweat- 
ing, there is, even among fuch as are 
not drunkards, a craving of fume liquors to 
revive ihe fpiiits : that, partly by the luxuri- 
ous drinking of feme, and partly by the 
ddoking of others, (kd to it through immo- 
derate labour,) very great quantities of rum 
are every year expended in oar colonies ; the 
greater part of which we (l^ould have no need 
of, did we lleadily attend to pure wifdom. 

Where men take pleafure in feeling their 
minds elevated with ftrong drink, and fo in* 
dulge their appetite as to diforder their un* 
derftandings, negledt their duty as members 
in a family or civil fociety, and cad cfF all 
regard to religion, tbeJiL^fe is much to be 
pitied } and where fuch, whoie lives are foP 
^ "^ E d\e 
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t3hte Ifihbtt piff tegular, anJf Whofc exam^lw 
haVc a ffc^offg^ iniu*nqe on the tirinds'.ttf 
othef-s, kflHeW to fome cbft^rniB which power* 
fiilly df aw to the ufe of more ilrong Itqiior 
than pure wifdom allows ; this alfo, as it 
hinders the fprcading of the fpirit of meek- 
nefs, and ftrengthens the hamds of the mbr^ 
exceffivc drinkers, is a cafe to bej apiiftnted^ 

As every degree of luxury hath feme cdH* 
nexion with evil, thofe who profefs 'tdbt 
difciples of Chri(t, and are looked upon ti 
leaders of the people, ftiould have that mind' 4ri 
them which was alfo in Chrift, and fo ftanrd 
feparate from every wrong way, as a mba'ns 
of help to the weaker. As I have fometithes 
been much fpent in the heat, and taken Qn^ 
rits to revive me, I have found, by experi* 
ence, that in fuch circumftances the ihind i^ 
not fo calm, nor fo fitly difpofed for div^ine 
meditation, as when all fuch extremes are 
avoided ; and I have felt an increafing care 
to attend -to that holy Spirit which fets 
bounds to our defires, and leads thofe, who 
faithfully follow it, to apply all the gifts 4f 
divine Providence to the purpofes for whidi 
they were intended. Did fuch, as have the 
care of gteat eftates, attend with fingknefa 
of heart to this heavenly Inflrudor, wbicb 
fo opens and enlarges the mind, that men 
love their neighbours as themfelves, ihtjr 
would have wifdom given them to manage^ 
without finding occafion to employ fome peo»* 
pie in the luxuries of life, or to make it nei 
ceflary for others to labour too hard ; but> for 

want 
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vrant of fteadily regarding jhis principle of 
divine love, a felfiih fpirit takes place in the 
minds of pcoploi which is attended with 
dafk^iefs and manifold copfufion in the 
world. .. 

Thojugh grading in thinga ufeful 16 an hor 
neft employ ; yet, through the great number 
of fiipcHUiities which arc bought and fold, 
and through the corruption of the times, 
they, who apply to mccchandize for a living, 
ha?e great need to be^well experienced in that 
precept which the prophet Jeremiah jaid down 
ilbr his {bribe : ^' Seekeft thou great things for 
V thyfclf? feck them not." 
i Id the ' winter* this year« I was engaged 
wtith friends in vifitirig facBJlie$i and, lubfoiigh 
the gQodnefs of the Lord, we had 9fte];itiaic« 
experience of his* heaFt-teoderiag preienop 
amongft us. »- 

} : A cbpy of a letter written to a friepd. 

'^ ■' '■ .':'■•■'■ ■ • ■ > ■ ■ ■ ■ ■:■■ ^ ■■ 

IN ilhis thy late afHiiE^ion I hftve iiciand ;a 
deep fd low -feeling with thc^ i..'ftnd had a 
ieeret hope throughouft, that it might plea:fe 
the feather of mercies to. raife .thee up, anil 
4andify thy troubles to thee i that thou, be* 
jng -mere fully acquainted with : that .way 
wbttoh the world eflscms foolifh, nhayfl feci the 
«lotiitag of divine fortitude,, and be:ilrength« 
teited to refiil that fpirit which kad^ frorti the 
;itmplicity.of ihe everlafting uuth« 

E 2 We 
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* We may fee ourfelves crippled and hsrlt* 
mg, and, froni a ftrong tias to things plca- 
fant and eafy, find an impoflibility to advance 
forward; but things impoffiblc with men are 
p offiblc with G od ; and, our wills being made 
fil led to^ his, all temptations are furmount- 
abie^ ""^ 

^TThis work of fttbje<aing the will is com- 
pared to the mineial in the furnace; ^' He 
•* refines thefm as filver is refined— He flidl 
** fit as a refiner and purifier of filver*^ 
By theft comparifons we are inftrudted in the 
necefiGlty of the operation of the hand of God 
upon us, to prepare our hearts triily to adore 
him, and manifeft that adoration^ by inward- 
ly turning away from that fpiritt in all its 
workings^ which is not of him. To for^ 
ward^jliis work, the all-wife God is focne^ 
tiines pleafed> through outward diftrefs, to 
bring us near the gates of death ; that, life 
being painful and afflid:ing9 and the profpcd 
of eternity Open before us, all earthly bonds 
may be loofenedt and the mind prepared for 
that deep and ffiirtd inftrudion, which other- 
wife would not be received. If parents lofe 
their children and delight in their happihefii,,' 
then he, who is perfe£b goodnefs, in fending 
abroad mortal contagions, doth afiuredly diu 
reft their ufe — Afe the righteous removed 
by it? their change is happy r are the wickr- 
ed taken away in their wicktdnefs? thcAi- 
mighty is clear: Do we pafs through 
with angui^ and great bitternefs, and yttft 

recover^ 
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recover, he intends that we fhquld be purged 
from dfofs^ and our ears opened to dilcipline. 

And now thac^ on thy part, after thy fore af« 
fli^ion and doubts of recovery, thou art 
agaio redored, forget not him who hath 
helped thee ; but in humble gratitude hold 
faft his inftrudlions, thereby to fhun thofc 
by-paths which lead from the firm founda- 
tion. I am feniible of that variety of.com- 
pany, to which one in thy buiinefs muft be 
cxpofed : I have painfully felt the force of 
converfation proceccung from men deeply 
rooted in an earthly mind, and can fympa- 
thize with others in fuch conflidts, in that 
m^ch weaknefs ftill attends me. 

I find that to be a. fool as to worldly wif^ 
dom, and commit my caufe to God, not fear- 
ifig to offend oien, who take ofJence at the 
iimplicity of truth, is the only way to remain 
unmoved at the fentiments of others* 
• The fear of man brings ^a fnare; by halt- 
iiig in our duty, and givmg back in the lime 
4|f trial, Qur hajids grow weaker^ our ipirits 
get mingled with the people* our ear$ grow 
-dull as to hearing the language of the true 
Shepherd ; that, when we look at the way of 
the righteous, it feems as though it was nqt 
for us to follow them. 

There is a love clpjthes_my mind,^_while I 
writi^, whrch js iuperior to.allcxprefljonsj 
^nd infind my heart open to encourage a 
vhply emulation, to advance forward in Chrif- 
tian firmnefs. Deep humility is a ft rong bul- 
wark ; and, as we enter into it, w« And iafety : 
E 3 the 
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the !boli(bher^ of God is wifer than man^ ahd 
the weakncfs of God is ftronger than man. 
Being unclothed of our own wifdom, and 
knowing the abafement of the creature, there- 
in We find that power to arife, which giyei 
health and vigour to us. 



C H A P. IV. 

His journey to Pennfyhania^ Maryland^ Fir^ 
ginia, and North'Carolina-^ConJderatibns 
on the Jiate of friends there ; and the ex* 
ercife he was under in travelling among tbofi 
fo generally concerned in keeping flaws : wtb 
fome obfervations in converjationj at feveral 
times f on this fubjeS — His epiftle to friends 
at New-Garden and Cane^Creek — His 
thoughts on the negle£l of a religious care in 
the education of the negroes. 

FE E L I N G an exercifc in relation to^a 
vifit to the foutherh provinces, I ac- 
quainted our monthly meeting therewith, and 
obtained their certificate: expeding to go 
alone, one of my brothers, who lived in Phi- 
ladelphia, having fome bufinefjt in North*Ca- 
rolina, propofed going with me part of the 
way } but> as he had a view of fome outward 
afiFair^i;' to accept of him as^ a companion 

feemed ^' 
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jfeemed fome difficulty with me« whereupon I 
had converfation with him at fundry times ; 
and, at lengthy feeling eafy in my mind, I 
bad converfation with fcveral elderly friends 
of Philadelphia on the fubjedl ; and he ob- 
taining a certificate fuitable to the occafion, 
we fetoff in the fifth month of the year 1757: 
and, coming to Nottinghjim week-day meet- 
ing, lodged at John Churchman's j and here 
I met with our friend Benjamin Buffingtoo, 
from. New-England, who was returning from 
a vifit to the fouthern provinces. Thence we 
crofifed the river Suiquehannah, and lodged at 
William Cox's in Maryland ; and, foon after I 
entered this province, a deep and painful ex- 
erciJG^ Cjs^ine upon me, which I often had fome 
feeli|ng of fince my mind was drawn toward 
thefe par 1^5 ^nd with which I had acquainted 
my brother before we agreed to join as com- 
panions. 

As the people in this apd the fouthern pror 
vinces live much on the labour of ^»ves, 
qoany of whom are ufed hardly, .my con- 
cern was, that 1 migHt attend, with iinglenef^ 
of heart to the voice of the true Shepherd^ 
and be fo fupported as, to remaij^ unmoved 
at the faces of men« 

The profpedlof fo weighty a work brought 
me very low ; and fuch were the conflids of 
my foul, that I had a near fympathy with the 
prophet, in the time of his weaknefs, when 
he faid, ** if thou deal thus with me^^ kill 
^* me, I pray thee, if I have found favour in 
." thy fight," Numb, xi* 15, but I foon faw 
E 4 that 
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that this proceeded' from thewant of i foU 
refignation to the divine will. ^Vlany wereihc 
pifliifiions which attended me; and in great 
abafement, with many tears, my cries were 
to the Almighty, for his gracious and faihcrr* 
ly affiffance ; and then, after a time of decp^ 
trial, I was favoured to underftand the ftate 
mentioned by the pfalmift, moreclcarly tbati 
ever 1 had before; to wit : ** My foul is even 
*^ as a weaned child.'* Pfalmcxxxi. 2. Being 
thus helped to fmk down into re{ignatic>ny^ I 
felt a deliverance from that tempcft in which 
I had been forely exercifed, and in calmncfs 
of mind went forward, trufting that the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, as I faithfully attended to him, 
would be a couofellor to me in all difficulticsr 

The fcventh day of the fifth months in 
the year I757f I lodged at a friend's houfej 
and the.nexc day» being the firfl: of the week;, 
was^t Potapico meeting ; then crofTed Patux«f^. 
cnt Vivcr, and lodged at a public-houfe. 

On the ninth break fafted ^at a friend's 
hoofei wbq^ afterward, putting us a little on 
pur way» I had cpnverlation with him, in 
/the fear of the Lord, concerning his flave«} 
fin which my heart was tender, and 1 ufecf 
I much plainncfs of fpecch with him, which he 
appeared to take kindly. We purfued our. 
journey without appointing meetings, being. 
prcfled in mind to be at the yearly-meet- 
ing in Virginia; and, in my travelling on the 
road, I often felt a cry rife from the center - 
of my mind, thus: O Lord, I am a ftran- 
ger on the earth, hide not thy face from mc* ) 

On \r^' 
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On the eleventh day of the fifth month, wc 
crofTed the rivers Patowmack and Rapaban- 
nock, and lodged a^ Port*Royal : and on tho 
way we happening in company with a colo^ 
nel of the militia, who appeared to be a 
thoughtful man, I took occafion to remark 
on the difference in general betwixt a people 
ufed to labour moderately for their living, 
training up their children in frugality and 
bufinefsy and thofe who live on the labour of 
ilavea; the former, in my view, being the 
moft happy life : with which' he concurred, 
and mentioned the trouble arifing from the 
untoward, flothful, difpoiition of tne negroes^ 
adding, that one of oaf labourers would da 
as much in a day as two of their (laves. \ 
repliedi that free men, whofe minds were 
properly on their butinefs, found a fatisfac*" 
tion in improving, cultivating^ and providing 
for their families ; hut negToe«,>ibbouring to 
fupport others who claim them as their pro- 
perty, and expedting nothing but fla very du- 
ring life* had not the like inditeement to' be 
induftrious. 

After fomc farther cqnverfation, I faid, 
that men having power too often mifap- 
plied it; that though we made flaves of the 
negroes, and the Turks made flaves of the 
Chriftians, I believed that liberty was the na- 
tural right of all men equally : which he did 
not deny ; but faid, the lives of the negroea 
were fo wretched in their own country, that 
many of them, lived better here than there: 
I only faid» there are great odda^ in regard to 
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0% Qn what prin^ij^e! we ad; wd(o* ih^ 
converfation on that iubjed ended c and I may 
bere.add^ that another perfon^ fome ticaet afn 
terwardr mentioned the wretche^nefs of tho 
negfOea» occaiioaed by their iojteiline waff« 
S0 4n arguaient in favour of pur fetchiog 
them away for flaves : to which I then repH^ 
cdy if companion on the Africans, in fegarci 
to tbfit doiaeftic troubles, wer^? th^ rc^ 
)B90tiv€: of our purchafing themji; that fpirk 
of tendernefs, being attended to. woald incite 
lus to ufe them kindly ; that, as ilrfingen 
prought out of afHTdion, their lives xpight 
f)e happy among us; and as they ar$ humao 
cmatureSf whofe fouls are as precious as-pprSt. 
tnd.who may receive the fame help and cofQ^ 
foct from the holy fcriptures as we do, wf 
could .not omit fuitabl^ endeavours to inQ.ni^ 
thorn itherein ; but while we manifefl, by oup 
eoiidu(^s that our views in purchaiing them 
are to advance ourfelves ; and while our buyr 
ing captives taken in war animates thoie 
parties topuih on thstt war, andincreafe de-^ 
iblation amongft them, to fay they live unhap«> 
py iti Africa, is far from being an argument 
io our favour : and I farther faid, the prefeott 
circumfiances of tbefe provinces to me app^r 
difficult; that the flaves look like aburthen*- 
ibme ftone to fuch who burthen theiqf^lvea 
^ith them^ and that if the whitp people r^n 
tain a refolution to prefer their outw^d prof« 
pedis of gain to all other conflderations, ^^.d 
4o oot a& confcientioufly toward them as feV« 
low»creatures^ I believe that burtbep y^jAX 

grow 
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frro\^ heavier and heavier^ till times change 
ma way difagreeable to u^: at which the 
{yerfon appeared very ferious, and owned^ 
that, in confidering their condition, and the 
manner of their trtatn^ent in thefe provinces^ 
he had fometimes thought it might be juft ia 
the AltAigbcy fo to order it. 

Having thud travelled through Maryland^ 
we came amongft friends at Cedar-Creek in 
Virginia, on the twelfth day of the fifth 
month ; and the next day rode, in company 
with feveral friends, a day'8 journey to Camp* 
Creek. As I was riding along in the 
mornings my mind was deeply affefted in ft 
fenfe I bad of the want of divine aid to fup« 
port me in the various difficulties which at- 
tended me ; and, in an uncommon diftrefs of 
mind, I cried in fecrct to the Mod High, O 
Lord, be merciful, I befeech thee, to thy poor 
afflidled creature. After fome time, I felt 
inward relief; and, foon after, a friend in 
company began to talk in fupport of the Have- 
trade, and (aid, the negroes were underftood 
to be the offspring of Cain, their blacknefs 
being the mark God fet upon him after he 
murdered Abel his brother; that it was the 
defign of Providence they (hould be flavev, 
as a condition proper to the race of fo wicked 
a man as Cain was : then another fpake in 
fupport of what had been faid. To all which^ 
I replied in fubftance a^ follows ; That Noah 
and hi^ family were all who furvived the flood, 
according to fcripture ; and, as Noah was of 
£ethV ttce, the iamilyof Cain wa« wholly 
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deflroyed. One of them laid, that after the 
fiood Ham went to the land of Nod, and 
took a wife; that Nod was a land. far 
diflant, inhabited by Cain's race, and that 
the flood did not reach it ; and as Ham was 
fentenced to be a fervant of fervants to his 
brethren, thefetwo families, being thnsjoinl* 
ed, were undoubtedly fit only for flaves. I 
replied, the flobd was a judgement upoa 
the world for its Jabominations ;.. and it was 
granted, that Cain's ilock was the moft wick* 
ed, abd, therefore unreafonable to fupppfe 
they were fpared : as to Ham's going to the 
land of Nod for a wife, no time being fixed. 
Nod might be inhabited by fome of Noah's 
family, before Ham married a fecond time ; 
moreover the text faith, " That all fle(h died 
•• that moved upon the earth." Gen, vii. 21. 
I farther reminded them, how the prophets 
repeatedly declare, " That the fon (hall npt 
** fufFer for the iniquity of the father ; but 
•* every one be anfwerable for his own fios." 
I was troubled to perceive the darknefs of 
their imaginations ; and in fome prefifure of 
yfpirit faid, the. love of eaie and gain is the 
)motive in general for keeping flaves, ai\d iVien 
are wont to take hold of weak arguments to 
fupport a caufe which is unreaibnable ; and 
^ded, I have no intereft on either fide, fav^ 
pnly the incereil which I defire to have in the 
truth : and as 1 believe liberty is their rights 
and fee they are not only deprived of it» but 
treated, in other refpedt^, with inhumanity in 
many places, I believe he» who is 4 retuge 

lor 
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for the opprefled, will, in bis own- time, 
plead their caufe; and happy will. it be for 
fticb) as walk in uprightnefs before him: 
and thus our converfatioa ended. 

On the fourteenth day of the fifth montli 
I was at Camp-Creek monthly meeting,. and 
then rode to the mountains up James«River, 
and had a meeting at a friend's hdufe; in 
both which I felt forrow .of heart, and my 
tearS'Were poured out before the Lord^ who 
wa6 pleafed to afford a degree of ftrength by 
which way was opened to clear my mind 
amongft friends in thofe places. From thence 
I went to Fort-Creek, and fo to Cedar- Creek 
again; at which place I had a meeting; 
here I found a tender feed : andasXwas~pFe-/ 
ierved In the miniftry to keep low with the! 
truth, the fame truth in their hearts anfwert 
ed it, that it was a time of mutual refreih*^ 
ment^from the prefenceof theLord. I lodged 
at James Standley's, father of William Stand* 
ley, one of the young men who fuffered im^^ 
prifonment at Winchefter> laft fuaimer,:oa 
account of th^r teflimony againft fighting; 
a4)d 1 had fome fatisfa£)x)ry converfation with 
fairh concerning it. Hence I . went to the 
Swamp-^meeting, and to Wayanoke-meet* 
ing J and then crofTed James-River, and 
lodged near Burleigh; From the time o£ my 
entering Maryland I had been much under 
fbrcow, which fb increafed upon me, that 
my mind was almoft overwhelmed ; and I 
may fay, with the pialmift, ** in my dillrefs { 
^^ called upon the Lord, and cried to my 

•* Godv" 
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"Godj-* whOf in infinkc goodaef^ loofced 
opoa my ^i£lion» and in my private rQtirc-^ 
meiit lent the Cotx^forter for.myvfdiief; for 
which I humbly bkfs his holy name. 

The fenfe I had of the date of the churches 
brought a. weight of diitrefs upon m/e : the 
gdd to me appeared dim, and the fijaic gold 
dianged; aodi though this is the cafe too ge^ 
necaUy^ yet the ienfe of it in thefe parts htthg 
in a particular manneiv borne heavy upoo 
me. It appeared to me^ that, through the 
prevailing of the fpirit of thi^ world, the 
I minds of many were brought to an inward 
deflation ; and, inAeadof the fpiricof meeki^ 
nefs, gentlene&, and heavenly T^iidoa^f 5wbich 
are the neceflary companions of the tnle<(heep 
ofChrift, a fpirit of fiercenei^, and. the love 
ef dominion, too generally prevailed. - Ftoem 
finall beginnings in errors, great .btiildingSt 
by degrees, are raifcd;. and fronieone^geto 
another are more itnd jsnore ikengthen^ by 
the general concurrence of the people: and, 
as men obtain ceputation by their profeffiQa 
of the truths their rirtues atje mentioned aa 
ai^uments in favour of general .error ; a&d 
thofe of lefs note, to juftify themfelves, £iy» 
fuch and foch good nien did the like. Bv 
what other fleps could the people .of Judaa 
arife to that :height in wickednefs, as to 
give juft ground for the prophet ifaiah to de*^ 
clare, in the name .of the Lord« /\that Mue 
^^ calleth for juilice, nor any pleadeth for 
^ troth :" Ifaiah lix. 4. or for the Almighty 
to call upon the great city of Jerufalenu juft 

before 
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btefore the Babylonish captivity, " Ifyce^a 
<< find a man, if there be aoy whoexecuteth 
^ judgement, that feeketh the traxh, and^;! 
•* will pardon it." Jcr. v. i% The pro(|)oa«0f 
ft road lying open to the ikme dcgenenacy^: in 
fome parts of this newly Settled land of^ AilM» 
rica, in refpedt to our condud toward tbe 
Aegroes, tleeply bowed my aund in- thn 
journey ; and, though^ to briefly relate how 
th^fe people are treated is no agreeable iworki 
yet, aifter dftbti reading oi^er the^ notes X ti>ad€ 
ts I tMi^l6d^ I ifind my mkid engagdd-'WO 
firefcfV^'them* Many of tbe white people id 
thofe prbvJfAccc take little or no icareof n^gto 
marriages; and, when negroes marry: ^tf^ter 
thdr<'CfWA Wiy, fome mak« (o little tiecdunt 
of thofe mfltrpiagesi that, with views <;^coait: 
f^t^difft^ft^' they often part menifpom^cheir 
wives by ielUng them fa:tf afunder i .wki<^ji| 
conutoon when eftates are^ ibid by el^eoitori 
ift'Hteffdde* Many, whofe labbar 'is tbeaitjit^ 
bbibg followed, at their buiiaefs in iheiieldi 
by a man with a whip, hired .^orchat-pcsr^ 
^Ccyhiiv&^^TyiioAimon, little <elitailo«ied but 
tthcf pedk x>l Indian corn and romeiak^ibr 
joneweek, whh a- few potatoes 9 theipotatoe» 
Hiktff <:daunonty raife <b)^ their lahourtoil^thb 
Arft day of the week. .* -* - ' . . ^ r , . 
. The >corredlion^» enfuing on >fiheir diibbedi'*- 
-en^ to'ovellieers, or ilothfulnefs in bufineft, 
is ofiea very fevere, and- (bmetimes defperate. 
The men and women have many tinaes fcawe 
«iotfae$ eaough to bide their nakedneis^* and 
-boys and girls, ten and twelve years old, are 

often 
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often quite naked amongft their maker's chil- 
dren : ibme of our fociety, and fpii^e of the 
Ibciety. called NewrJLiights^ ule iomc endea- 
vours to inftruA tbof^ they have in reading ; 
butj in comoion, this is not only neglei^ed, 
but difapproved. Th^e are the people by 
whofe labour the oth^r inhabitants are in a 
great meafure fupported> and many of theoi 
in the luxuries of life : thefe are the people 
who have made no agreement to ferve usp 
and who have not forfeited their liberty that 
we know of: thefe are fouls for whom Cbrift 
died, and« for cur condud: toward them, we 
muft anf^ver before him who is bo refpeidler 
ofperfons. 

They who^know the only Xtnp God, and 
Jcfus Chrid whom he hath fent». and are thus 
acquainted with the merciful^ :benevolentt 
gofpel fpirit, will therein perceive that the 
indignation of God is kindled ^gain ft oppref- 
fion and cruelty ; and, in beholding the great 
diftrefs of fo numerous a peopl^^ will find 
caufe for mourning. 

From my lodging I went to Burleigh 
meetingt where I felt my. mind dr^wn into 
a quiet refigned ilate^ and, after long filence, 
I felt an engagement to (land up ; and, through 
the powerful operation of divine love^ we 
were favoured with an edifying meeting. 
The next meeting we had was at Black<- Wa- 
ter; and fo to the yearly-meeting at the 
Weilern Branch : when bufinefs began^ ibme 
queries were confideredy by fomc of tb^ir 
members, to be now produced ; andj if ap- 
proved. 
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proved, to be anfwercd hereafter by their re- 
ipedlivc monthly- meeting^* They were tfec 
Pennfylvania queries, which had been exft- 
cnined by a committee of Virginia yearly- 
meeting appointed the laft year, who made 
fortic alterations in them; one of which alte- 
rations was^ made in favour of a cuftom 
which troubled roe. The query was>^ " Are 
^*; there any concerned in the importation of 
^^'negroeSj or buying them after imported ?" 
which they altered thus : " Are there any 
•* concerned in the importation of negroes, or 
*^* buying them to trade in?'* As one query 
admitted with unanimity was> *' Are any coa- 
*' cerncd in buying or vending goods unjaw- 
** fully imported, or prize goods ?*' 1 found 
my mind engaged to fay, that as we pro- 
fcffed the truth, and v/ere there aflcmbltrd to 
fupport the teftimony of it, it was neceffary 
for us to dwell deep, and aCt in that wifdoffi 
which is pure, or otherwife we could not 
prcfpcri 1 then mentioned their alteration ; 
and, referring to the lail-mentioned query, 
addtdj as purchafjng any merchandize, taken 
by the fworcj, was always allowed ,to be in* 
confiftenc with our principles j negroes be- 
ing captives of war, or taken by jftfcalth, 
thofe circumftances make it inconfilient with 
jOur teftimony to buy them ; and their being 
our fellow-creatures, who are ibid. as Haves, 
adds greatly to the iniquity. Friends ap-- 
peared attentive to what was faid ;. iome .ex- 
.prefftd a%re and concern about their. ne- 
groes; none made any objection, by way of 

F reply 
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Ttlplfto wh^t I i^M I but the query was ad<^ 
mitted a* they had dtfcrcd it- As fome of their - 
mctnbtrs have heretofore traded in negroes^ 
as in other merchandize, this query, be-* 
ing admitted, will be one ftep farther than 
they haV6 hitherto gone : and I did not fee 
it my duty to (ftefs for ati alteration ; but fete 
eafy tb leave ft ail to him, who alone is a&le. 
to turn the hearts of the mighty, and make 
way for the fpreading of trutii on the earth, • 
by means agreeable to his infinite wifdom. 
But, in regard to thofe they already had»^ I 
felt my mind engaged to labour with them ; 
and &id, that, as we believe the fcriptures : 
were given forth by holy men, as they were* 
moved by the Holy Ghoft, and many of usv 
know by experience that they are often help- 
ful and comfortable, and believe ourfelves 
bound in duty to teach our children to read 
them» I believe that, if we were divefted of 
all felfiih views, the fame good fpirit, that 
gave them forth, would engage us to teach 
the negroes to read, that they might have the 
benefit of them: fbme, amongft them, at 
this time, manifefled a concern in regard to 
taking more care in the education of their ne^ 
groes. 

On the twenty-ninth day of the fifth 
month, at the houfe where I lodged, was a 
meeting of minifters and elders, at the ninth 
hour in the morning ; at which time I found ; 
an engagement to fpeak freely and plainly to ,: 
them concerning their flaves; mentioning, 
how they, as the firfl rank in the fociety^ 

whofe 
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whofe condud in that cafe wz» much noticed 
by others^ were under the ftronger obliga- 
tions to look carafully to themfelvjcs: ejcprcjOTv 
ing how needful it w^$ for them^ in that 0- 
tuation, to be thorQUghly diireiled of all felf^ 
iOx views ; that living m the pure trutlut and 
aOing confcientioufly toward thofe people in 
th^ education and atherwiiby. they might be 
iflilruxnental in helping forward a work £> 
neceflary, and ib much negled:ed amongd 
them. At the twelfth hour the meeting of 
»^0r/hip began, which was a folid meeting. 

On the thirtieth day, about the tenth hour; 
friends met to finifli their bu&ae&p and thea 
the meeting for worihip enfued^ which to me 
wn$ a laborious time^ but, through ihe 
gooi^nefs of the Lord, truth, I believe, gained 
fome ground ; and it was a ftrengtheniog op«- 
poftuAily to the honeft- hearted. 

•Ahout tjii^ time I wrote an epiftle to friends 
in^the back-fettienoent^ Qf North CarpUna, sl^ 
foUows; •■ V 



T10 friends at their montlily- meeting .at Ne.w- 
<Garden and Cane-Creek, in Nprtb-^Caroli- 

JX3L. 

Dear friends, 

IT having pleafed the Lord to draw mp 
•fonth oa a vifit to fome parts of Virginia 
and Carolina, you have often been in my 
inwvd; and though my way is not 4clcar tp 
T 2 come 
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come in perfon to vifit you, yet I feel if m 
my heart to communicate a few things, as 
they arife in the love of truth. Firft, my 
dear friends, dwell in humility, and take 
heed that no views of outward gain get too 
^deep hold of you, that f6 your eyes being 
fingle to the Lord, you may be prefcrvqi^in 
the way of fafety. Where people let loofc 
their minds after the love of outward things, 
and are more engaged in purlbing the pro- 
fits, and feekihg the fricndfliips, of this 
world, than to be inwardly acquainted with 
the way of true peace; fuch walk in a vain 
fliadow, while the true comfort of life is 
wanting : their examples are often hurtful to 
others ; and their treafures, thus colledted, 
do many times Drove dangerous fnares to 
their children. 

But where people are fincerely devoted to 
follow Chrift, and dwell under the influence 
of his'iToly Spirit, their {lability and firm- 
nefs, through a divine blefling, is at times 
like dew oo the tender plants round about 
them, and the vveightiriefs of their fpirits fe- 
cretly works on the minds of others ; and 
in -this condition, through the fprcading in- 
fluence of divine love, they feel a cara-over 
the flock ; and way is opened for maintain- 
ing good order in the fociety : and though 
we meet with oppofition from another fpirit, 
yet, as there is a dwelling in meeknefs, feel- 
ing our fpirits fubjcdt, and moving only in 
the gentle peaceable wifdom, the inw jrd rc^ 
ward of qu ietnc fsl wiUJ3e--gf€ater'ihan all our 

^ difficulties. 
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difficulties. Where ihejuKC life is kept to^ 
and meetings of difciplinc are Tield in' the 
authority of it, we find by experience that 
they are comfortable, and tend to the health 
of the body. 

While I write, the youth come frefli 
in my way : — Dear young people, choofc 
O^ for your portion ; love his truth, and be 
not afhamed of it 3 choofe for your company 
fuch as ferve him in uprightnefs : and 
ihun, as moft dangerous, the converfation of 
thofc whofe lives are of an ill favour ; for, by 
frequenting fuch company, fome hopeful 
j^oung people have come to great lofs, and have 
been drawn from lefs evils to greater, to their 
.utter ruin. In the bloom of youth no orna- 
ment is fo lovely as that of virtue, nor any 
enjoyments equal to thofc which we partake 
of, in luUy rcfigning ourfelves to the divine 
will : thele enjoyments add fwectncfs to all 
other comforts, and give true faiisfacflion in 
company and converfation, where people are 
mutually acquainted with it; and, as your 
minds are thus feafoncd with the truth, you 
Will £nd ftrength to abide ftedfafl: to the tef- 
timony of it, and be prepared for fcrvices in 
the church. 

And now, dear friends and brethren', as 
you are improving a wildernefs, and ihay be 
numbered amongft the firft planters in one 
part of a province, I befeech you, in the love 
of Jefus Chrift, to wifely confider ti^^e force 
pf your examples, and think how mucfi your 
fucceflbrs may be thereby affedled : it is a 
F 3 help 
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help 'in 4 country, yea, and a great favour 
and abkffing, when cuftotos, firft fettled, are 
agreeable toibund wifdom : fo, when they ate 
other wife, the cffeft of them is grievous ; aiid 
children feel themfelves encompafled with 
difficulties prepared for them by their pf^edi- 
CtfforiS. 

As moderate care and exercife, undcr*^^^ 
dircdion of true wifdom, are ufeful both to 
ttiind and body; fo, by this means in gene*- 
ral, the real Wants of life are eafily fupplied : 
ouf gracious Father having fo proportioned 
One to the Other, that keeping in the true 
medium we may pafs on quietly. Where 
Haves are purchafed to do our labour, numc* 
rous diiStculties attend it. To rational crea- 
tures bondage is uneafy, and frequently dc- 
cafidhs fournefs and difcontent in them ; 
which affefits the family, and fuch as claim 
^the maftery over them : and thus people and 
their children are mariy times encompafTed 
with vexations, which arife from their ap- 
plying to wrong methods to get a living. 

I have been informed that there is a 

large number of friends in your parts, who 

hav^e no flaves j and, in tender and moft af- 

fedionate love, I befeech you to keep clear 

from purchafing any. Look, my dear friends, 

rto divine Proi^idence ; and follow in fimpli- 

\ city that exercife of body, tha# plainnefs and 

frugality, which true wifdom leads to; fo 

I will you be preferved from thofe dangers 

\ whfch attend fuch as are aiming at outward 

[cafe and grifatnefs* 

Treafuces^ 
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- Treafures^ though fmall, attaioed on a true 
principle of virtue» are fweet in the poiTei^ 
.tioni and, while we walk iii , the light of the 
Lord, there is true comfort and fatiafa^ipn. 
Here, neither the murqiurs of an oppf;e0ed 
people, nor an uneafy confcjence, nor ai)xi<- 
ous thoughts about theevents of things/ ^n- 
df IT the enjoyment of it. . 

.When we look tp\¥ar(|!the end of life, and 
think, on the divifiop of oiir fuhitatnce among 
our fucce0brs ; if we know that it was col* 
lede4 in the fear of the Lordi in honefty, ip 
equity, and in uprightnefs of heart before 
him, we may conlider it as his gift to us ; 
^nd, with a fingle eye to his bleiHng, beftow 
jt^on.tbofe we leave behind us. Such is the. 
Iwppineft of the plain way,s~oF true virtue. 
'* The wock of righteoufnefs (hall be peace; 
** pnd the cfFeift of righteoufnefs, quietncfs 
*V and aflUrance for ever/* Ifa. xxxii. 17. 
, Pwell here, my dear friends i and then, in 
.yc mOte a nd^JoHtary defarts, . j^u may find 
true peace and fatisfa(S^ion. If the Lord be 
our God> in truth and reality, there is fafe- 
.ty for us; for he is a flrong-bold in the day . 
x>f trouble, and knoweth them that trufl in [ 
hiw- . 

Ifle of Wjght County, in Virginia, . ' , . 

»9th of the 5 th month, 1757. *' ' ^^ 
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Ffom the yearly-meeting in Virginia^ I 
went to Carolina ; and, on the firft day of the ' 
fixth month, was at Wells monthly-meeting, 
where the fpring of the gofpel miniftry was 
opened, and the love of Jelbs Chrift experi- 
enced amongft us : to his name be the praife i 

Here my brother joined with fome friends 
from New- Garden, who were going home- 
ward ; and I went next to Simon's-Creck 
frionthly- meeting, where I was filent during 
the meeting for worfhip : when bufinels 
came on, my mind was exercifed concerning 
the poor flaves; but did not feel my way clear 
to fpeak : in this condition I was bowed in 
fpirit before the Lord; and with tears and 
inward fupplication befought him fo to open 
my underftanding, that I m^ht know his 
will concerning me ; and, at length, my 
mind was fettled in filence : near the end of 
their bufinefs, a member of their meeting 
expreffed a concern, that had fome time Iain 
upon him, on account of friends fo much 
negledting their duty in the education of 
their flaves; and propcfed having meetings 
fomctimes appointed for them on a week- 
day, to be only attended by fome friends to 
be named in their monthly meetings : many 
prefent appeared to unite with the propofaj : 
one faid, be had often wondered that they, 
being our fellow-creatures and capable of re- 
ligious underftanding, had been io exceeding^ 
ly neglefted : another exprelTcd the Ikke con*- 
cern, and appeared zealous, that friends, in 
future, tnighi moreclofely confider it: at 

length 
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length a minute waj* made : and the farther 
confideration of it referred to their next 
monthly-meeting. The friend who made this 
propofal had negroes : he told me, that he 
was at New*Garden ; about two hundred and 
fifty miles from home, and came back alone; 
^nd that in this folitary journey, this exer*- 
cife, in regard to the education of their ne- 
groes, was, from time to time, renewed in 
his mind. A friend of fome note in Virgi- 
nia, who had flaves, told me, that he being 
'far from home on a lonefome journey, had 
many ferious thoughts about them ; and that 
his mind was fo imprefled therewith, that he 
believed that he faw a time coming, when 
divine Providence would alter the circum- 
ftance of theit people, refpefting their con*- 
dition as (laves. 

From hence I went to Newbegun-Creek, 
and fat a confiderable time in much weak- 
nefs ; then I felt truth open the way to fpeak 
a little in much plainnefs and fimplici- 
ty, till, at length, through the increafe of 
divine love amongft us, we had a feafoning 
opportunity. From thence to the head of 
Little-River, on a firft-day, where was a 
crouded meeting ; and, I believe, it was, 
through divine goodnefs, made profitable to 
fome. Thence to the 01d*Neck ; where I was 
led into a careful fearchingoutthefccret work- 
ings of the myflery of iniquity, which, un^ 
der a cover of^reiigidn, exalts itfelf againft 
th at pafc f pirit, wfaicl j_lcads _in the way o f 
fjajeekncis and icU-denial. From thence to 
V — ^ Pineyr 
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Pineyy^ropds f th js^ wa$ the lail ineeting I was 

atciQ CaroUnf, .^nd. y/^ large; and» my heart 

l«eing deeply engaged, I was drawn forth in* 

Ip a fjbrvent. labour ampngil them* 

,( ]^lK)ii): hence. I went back into Virginia, and 

)iad a jmeeting near James Cowpland's; it 

^M a tiqie of inward faffering; but, through 

ihe goodnefs of the Lord, I was made coq*- 

..tent: then to another meeting; wh^reif 

through, the fenewings of pure love^ we^had 

A very comfortable feafon. 

Travelling up and down of late, I have 
had re newed evidences, that to be faithfulto 
l&^Xord, and content with his will concern- 
W g m e^ is a mofTrneceflSrjTaT^d ufefu l lefloil 
jor_^me to be learning ; looking lefs at the 
cffefts of my labour, than at the pure motion 
and reaIitj{:4tf^jhjg^onccrn, as it arifes frotp 
iicavcnjy love* In the I^or d Jeho vah is ever- 
4afting ftrength.j and as the rp^i>df by a huoi- 
ble refignatioUi^^U and we 

utter^wor^^ knowledge that 

ihey arife^igng the heavenly fpring^ though 
our wayljaajjj^e^ difficult, and require clofc 
attention ta keep in it; and though the man- 
ner in 'which we may be led may tend to our 
;Qwn abafement ; yet, if we continue in pa- 
tience and meekncfs, heavenly peace is the re^ 
ward of our labours. 

From thence I went to Curies meeting ; 
which, though < fmall, was reviving to th^ 
honeft* hearted.. Thence to Black^Creek find 
Caroline meetings ; from whence, accompa- 
nied by William Standley, before-meutioped^ 

w© 
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we rode to Goofe-Crcek, being much through 
tfiti woods, and about one hundred nitles.^^— 
We loriged the firft night, at a puWic- 
houfe I the fecond, in the woods; and, die 
feiext day, we reached a friend's hou^ at 
Goofe-Creek. In the woods wc lay under 
fbme difadtantage, having no fireworks nor 
bells for our horfes i but we ftopped a Ut^ 
before night, and let them feed on the wild 
grafs which was in plenty ; in the mean time 
cutting with oar knives a (lore againft night, 
-and then tying them, and gathering fome bu(h- 
es under an oak, we lay down -, but, the muf^ 
quetoes being plenty, and the ground damp, 
1 flept but little: thus, Ijringin the wilder* 
nefs, and looking at the fbrs, I was led to 
contemplate on the condition of our firft 
|>arents, when they were fcnt forA from Ac 
garden ; but the Almighty, though they had 
been difobedient, continued to be a father to 
them, and (hewed them what tended to their 
felicity, as intelligent creatures, and was ac* 
ceptable to him. To provide things relative 
to our outward living, in the way of true 
wifdom, is good ; and the gift of improving 
in things ufeful is a good gift, and comes 
from the Father of lights. Many have had 
this giftj. and, from age to ige, there have 
been improvements of this kind made in the 
world : but feme, not keeping to the pure 
gjift, have, in the creaturely cunning and felf- 
eXaltation, fought out many inventidns ; 
whichlJ!33y:iit]ans_jDf^e^^ fipm 

ihat uBtighlDfife in' which mao-wa^ created ; 
;'-^ as 
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as the firft motion to them was evil, fo the 
cffeds haye been and are evil. At this day, 
it is as peceflary for us conftantly to attend 
jpipi the heavenly gift, to be qualified to ufe 
rightly thie good things in this life amidft 
great improvements, as it was for our firft 
parents, when they were without any im- 
jjrovements, without any friend or father but 
God only. 

I was at a meeting at Gpofe- Creek ; and 
next at a monthly-meeting at Fairfax; where, 
through- the gracious dealing of the Almighty 
with us, his power prevailed over many 
hearts. Thence to Manoquacy and Pipe- 
treek, in Marybnd ; at both which places I 
Jiad caufe humbly to adore him, who fup- 
ported me through many exercifcs, and by 
whofe help I was enabled to reach the true 
witnefs in the hearts ol others: there were 
ibme hopeful young people in thofe parts. 
Thence I had meetings at John Everit's in 
Monalcn, and at Huntingdon j and I was 
made humbly thankful to the Lord, wHo 
opened my heart amongft the people in thefe 
new fettlements, fo that it was a time of en- 
couragement to the honeft-minded. 

At Monalen, a friend gave me fome ac- 
count of a religious fociety, among the Dutch, 
cal-ed mennoniftsj and, amongft other things^ 
related a paflage in fubftance as follows :— 
One of the mennonifts having acquaintance 
with a man of another fociety at a conlide- 
rable diftance, and being with his waggon on 
bufinefs near the houfc of his faid acquain- 
tance. 
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tance, and night coming on, he had thoughts 
of putting up with him ; but pafling by his 
fields, and obferving the diftrelFed appear- 
ance of his fiaves, he kindled a fire* in the 
woods hard by, and lay thtre that night : 
his faid acquaintance hearing where he lodged, 
and afterward meeting the mennonift,- told 
him of it ; adding, he (hould hsLve been 
heartily welcome athis.houfe; and, from their 
acquaintance in former lime, wondered at 
his condudt in that cafe : the mennonift re- 
plied, ever fince 1 lodged by thy field, I have 
wanted an opportunity to fpeak with thee: 
the matter was; I intended to have ccm'e to 
thy houfc for entertainment, bur, feeing th|^ 
flaves at their work, and obferving the marir 
ner of their drefs, J had no liking to coofie 
to partake with thee: ithen. adiponilb^d. him 
to ufe tKem.with more hutnanity i ao^ ad^eds 
as I lay by the fire that night, I thought 
that, as I was a man of fubftance, thou wouldft 
have received me freely ^ but, if 1 had been as 
poor as one of thy flaves, and had no p6,wcf tf> 
help myfelf, I fhculd have received frono thy 
hand no kinder ufage than they. 

Hence 1 was at three meetings in my way : 
and fo I went home, under a humbling fenfc of 
the gracious dealings of the Lord wiih me, in 
prefcrving me through many trials and afflic- 
tions in my journey* I was out abput twa 
months, and travelled about eleven hundred 
and fifty miles. 
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CHAP. V. 

J'he draugbtifig ^ the nuliiia in New^Jerfty'to 
ferve in the army 5 with fome obfervations on 
tbefinte of the members of our jhciety at that 
time -'^ Bis 'wfit to friends in Pennfyhaniai 
Mcompumed by Benjamin ^nei— Proceedings 
at the monthly^ qmrterly^ and yearly ^ meetings^ 
in Pbiladelpbia^ ^^^i^g tbofe who hep 
/aves. 

ON the ninth <lay cf the eighth month, in 
the year 1757, at night, orders caAae to 
the military officers in our county, (Burling^ 
ton,) direfting them to draught the militia, zuA 
prepare a number of men to go o£f asfoldier^, 
<o the relief of the Engiifli, at Fort William- 
Henry, in New- York govermncnt: a few 
days after which there was a general review 
of the militia, at Moont-Hotiy, and a num* 
t>er of men cbofen and ient off under ibmc 
officers. Shortly after, there came orders to 
draught three times as many, to hold them*- 
fehres in readinefs to march when fceih or- 
ders came : and, on the feventeendi day of 
the eighdi month, there was a me^iag of 
the milkary officers at Mount^Holly, who 
agreed on a draught; and orders were ienC 
to the men, fochofen, to meet their refpediive 
captains at fet times and places ; thofe in our 
townlhip to meet at Mount-Holly; amongft 
whom was a confiderable number of our 

fociety. 
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fociety. My mind being afFedbed herevrith, 
I had frefli opportunity to fee and confider 
the advantage of living in the red fubftaace 
of reKgion, where pradtioe doth harmonize 
with principle. Amongft the officcffi are mea 
of underftanding, who have fomt r^igard to 
iinceriQr where they fee Jtj and in the exe* 
cution of their office, when tbey have men 
]to deal with whom they bdie.Vd to be «ip« 
right^hearted, to put them to trouble, on ac^ 
count of fences of conicience, is a painful 
taik, and likely to be avoided as much as 
eafily may be: but where men profels to 
be fo meek and heavenly-minded, and to 
have their truft (o firmly fettled in God, titat 
they carniot join in wars, md yet, by their 
fpirit and condudl in comnDK)n ]if^> mani&flr 
a contrary difpoiitbiij their difficulties arc great 
at iiuch a time. • 

Officers, in great anxiety,, endeavouring 10 
get troops to anfwer tbe demarids of their fu- 
periors, feeing men, who are ing^cerc, pr4e^ . 
teiKl icruplc of confcience in , hopes of be« . 
ing excufed from a dangerous ^employments 
fuch are likely to be roughly handled. In 
this dme of commotion fome <)f our young 
men left tht parts, and tarried abroad till it 
was over; fome came, and prppofed to go 
as foidier^; others appeared, to have a real 
tender fcruple in their minds againft joining 
jti Jwars, and were much humbled under the 
apprehenfion of a trial fa near : I had con-* 
ver&tion with feveral of them. to my fatisfac- 
lioUc At the ka time when the captain came 

to 



86 Tafe hWE.AUD TRAVELS 

Jto town, fome of thofe laft^mentioned Went 
and told him in fubftance as follows :— That 
they could not bear arais for confciencc-? 
fake; nor could they hire any to go in their 
places, being refigncd as to the event of it: 
at length the captain acquainted them all^ 
that they might return home for the prefent, 
and required . them to .provide themfelves as 
foldiers, and to be in readinefs to march when 
called upon* This was fuch a time as I had 
npt ken before ; and yet I may fay, with 
thankfulnefs to the Lord, that I believed thia 
trial was intended for our good ^ and 1 was 
favoured with refignation to him- The French 
army, taking the fort they were befiegiog, de- 
ftroyed it and went away : the conapany of 
men iirft. draughted, after fome days march, 
had orders to return home ; and thofe on the 
fecond draught were no more called upon on 
that occafion. 

On the fourth day of the fourth month, in 
the year 1758, orders came to fome olSicers, 
in Mount-Holly, to prepare quarters, a (hort 
time, for about one hundred foldiers: and 
an officer and two other men, all inhabitants 
of our town, came to my houfe ; and the of- 
ficer told me, that he came to fpeak with me, 
to provide lodging and entertainment for twj^ 
foldiers, there being fix fhilUngs a week p^ 
roan allowed as pay for it. The cafe bcii 
new and unexpefted, 1 made no anfwer 
denly ; but fat a time filent, my mind b 
inward : * I was fully convinced, that the pr 
ceedings in wars are inconfiflent with 

P 
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purity of the Chriftian rdigion'; and to bo 
^hired to entertain men, who were then under 
pay as foldiers, was a difficulty with me. i 
expected they had legal authority for what 
they did 5 and, after a fhort time, I faid to 
the officer, if the men are fent here for en- 
tertainnlent, I believe I (hall not refufc to ad- 
mit them into rny houfe; but the nature of 
the cafe is fuch, that I expedl I cannot keep 
them on hire : one of the men intkBa-ted, 
that he thought I might do it confident with 
my religious principles : to which I made no 
reply ; as believing filence, at that time, bed 
for me. Though they fpake of two, there 
came only one, who tarried at my houfe about 
two weeks, and behaved himfelf civilly ; and 
when the officer came to pay me, I told him 
I could not take pay for it, having admitted 
him into my houfe in a paffive obedience to 
authority. I was on horfeback when he 
fprikc to me : and, as I turned from him, he 
f^id, he was obliged to me : to which I faid 
nothing; but, thinking on the expreffion, I 
grew uneafy ; and afterwards, being near 
where he lived, I went and told him on what 
grounds I refufcd taking pay for keeping thte 
foldier. 

/Near the beginning of the year 1758, I 
^went one evening, in company with a friend, 

Jvifit a fick perfon 5 and, before our re- 
thy we were told of a woman living near, 
•WHO, of late, had fevcral days been difcon- 
.folate, occafioned by a dream j wherein death, 
and the judgements of the Almighty after 
•* G ^t.*i25c^> 
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death, were rcprefented to her mind in a 
moving manner : her fadnefs, on that ac- 
count, being worn off, the friend, with 
whom I was in company, went to fee her, 
and had fome religious converfation with her 
and her hufband : with this vifit they were 
fome what affeded; and the man, with many 
tears, expreffed his fatisfadion; and, in a 
(hort time after, the poor man being on the 
river in a ftorm of wind, he, with one more, 
was drowned. 

In the eighth month of the year 1758,, 
having had drawings in my mind to be at 
the quarterly-meeting in Chefter county, and 
at fome meetings ki the county of Philadel- 
phia, I went firft to faid quarterly* meetings 
which was large, and feveral weighty mat- 
ters came under confideration and debate; 
and the Lord was pleafed to qualify fome of 
bis fervants with ftrength and firmnefs to 
bear the burthen of the day: though I (sid 
but little, my mind was deeply exercifed ^ 
and, under a fenfe of God*s love, in the a- 
nointing and fitting fome young men for his 
work, 1 was comforted^ and my heart was 
tendered before him. Froni hence I went ta 
the youths meeting at Darby, where my be- 
loved friend and brother, Benjamin Jones, met 
me, by an appointment before I left home> 
to join in the vilit : and we were at Radno!;^ 
Merion, Richland, North-Wales, Plymoutl^ 
and Abington meetings; and had caufe ^1b 
bow in Reverence before the Lord, our graci- 
ous God, by whofe help way was opened 

for 
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for us from day to day. I was out about 
two weeks, and rode about two hundred 
miles. 

The monthly-meeting of Philadelphia ha- 
ving been under a concern on account of fomc 
friends who this fummer (1758) had bought 
negro flaves, the faid meeting moved it to their 
quarterly -meeting, to have the minute recon- 
fidered in ^he yearly-meeting, which was 
made laft on that fubjedt : and the faid quar- 
terly-meeting appointed a committee to con- 
fidet it, and report to their nexti which 
committee having met once and adjourned, 
'> goi"S ^^ Philadelphia to meet a com- 
mittee of the yearly-meeting, was in town 
the. evening on which the quarterly-meeting's 
committee met the fecond time ; and, finding 
an inclination to fit with them, was, with 
fome others, admitted ; and friends had a 
weighty conference on the fubjedl : and, foon 
after their next quarterly- meeting, I heard 
that the cafe was coming to our yearly-meet- 
ing 3 which brought a weighty exercife upon 
me, and under a fenfe of my own infirmi- 
ties, and the great danger I felt of turning 
afide from perfeft P^^^^X^ ^Y ^^^^ was of- 
ten drawn to retire alone, and put up my 
prayers to the Lord, thai he would be gra- 
cionfly pleafcd to flrengthen me ; that, fetting 
afide all views of felf-intereft and the friend- 
fliip of this world, I might ftand fully refi^n* 
e^ to his holy will. 

In this yearly- meeting, fevera,! weighty 
matters were confidered ^ and, toward the laft, 
G 2 iWv 
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that in relation to dealing with perfons who 
purchaie flavcs. During the fevcral fittings 
of the faid meeting my mind was frequently 
Covered with inward prayer, and I could fay, 
with David, ^ That tears were my meat day 
"and night." The cafe of flave-kecping lay 
heavy upon mej nor did I find any engage- 
ment to fpeak dircftly to any other matter be- 
fore the meeting. Now, when this cafe was 
opened, fevcral faithful friends fpake weightily 
thereto, with which I was comforted 5 and, 
feeling a concern to cafi: in my mite, i faid in 
fubftance as follows : 

" In the difiiculties attending us in this 
life, nothing is more precious than the mind 
of truth inwardly manifefted ; and it is my 
earneft dcfire that, in this weighty matter, wc 
may be fo truly humbled as to be favoured 
with a clear underAanding of the mind of 
truth, and follow it ; this would be of more 
iadvantage to the fociety, than any medium 
not in the clearncfs of divine wifdom. The 
cafe is difficult to fome who have them > but if 
fuch fet afide all felf-intereft, and come to be 
Weaned from the defirc of getting eftates, or 
even from holding them together, when truth 
requires the contrary, I believe way will open 
that they will know how to fleer through thpfe 
difficulties;' 

Many friends appeared to be deeply bow- 
ed under the weight of the work 5 and mani- 
fefted much firmnefs in their love to the caufe 
of truth and univerfal rlghteoufnefs on the 
earth: and^ though none did openly juftify 

^ the 
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the pridice of flive-keeping in general, yet 
fome appeared concernea, left the meeting 
(hould go into fuch meafures as might give 
uneafinefe to many brethren; allcdgmg, thaj 
if friends patiently continued under the ex* 
ercife, the Lord, in time to come, might 
open a way for the deliverance of thcfe peo- 
ple : and, I finding an engagement to fpeak, 
laid, " My mind is oftexi led to confider the 
p urity of the divine B eing, and the jufticc 
o f his judgem ents ; and herein my ibul is qo- 
vcred with awfulnefe : 1 cannot omit to hint 
of ifome cafes, 'where people have not been 
treated with the purity of juftice, and the 
event hath been lamentable: many flaves on 
t his contin ent are pppreUed, and their cries 
K ^ r^ached^ the ears of the Mbft High. 
Su£hLarejthe4iufity and certainty of his judge- 
ments^ thaf he cannot be partial in our iayour> 
In infinite love and goodnefs, he hath opened 
our underftandings, from one time to another, 
concerning our duty towards this people ; and 
it is not a time for delay. Should we now be 
fenfible of what he requires of us, and, through 
a reipedt to the private intereft of fome per- 
fons, or through a regard to fome friend (hips 
which do not ftand on an immutable founda- 
tion, negleft to do our duty in firmnefs and 
Gonftancy, ftill waiting for fome extraordinary 
means to bring about their deliverance, it may 
be by terrible things in righteoufneis God may 
aniwer us in this matter." 

Many faithful brethren laboured with great 

firmael^^ and the love of truth, in a good 

* G3 degree. 
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degree, prevailed. Several friends, who had 
negroes, exprefled their defire that a rule 
might be made, to deal with fuch friends as 
offenders who bought flaves in future : to 
this it was anfwered, that the. root of this 
evil would never be effedually ftruclc at, un- 
til a thorough fearch was made into the cir- 
cumftances of fuch friends as kept negroes, 
with refpeft to the righteoufnefs pf their 
motives in keeping them, that impartial juf- 
tice might be adminiftered throughout. Seve- 
ral friends expreflfcd their defire, that a vifit 
might be made to fuch friends as kept 
flaves: and many friends faid, that they be- 
lieved liberty was the negroes right j to which, 
at length, no oppofition was made publicly: 
a minute was made more full on that fub- 
jc(5l than any heretofore; and the names of 
fcveral friends entered, who were free to jew 
ia a vifit to fuch as kept flaves. 
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C H A P. VI. 

His vijiting the quarterly-meetings in Cbejler 
county I and afterwards joining with Daniel 
Stanton and John Scarborough in a vifit to 
Juch as kept Jlaves there— Some obfervations 
on the conduit fuch Jhould maintain as are 
concerned to fpeak in meetings for difcipline — 

. Several more vijits to fwcb as kept Jlaves : 
and to friends near Salem — Some account of 
the yearly meeting in the year 1759; 4indof 
the increajing concern^ in divers provinces^ to 
UAour agdinfi buying and keeping Jlaves^-^ 
The yearly* meeting epiftle. 

ON the eleventh day of the eleventh month, 
in the year 1758, I fet out for Concord; 
the quarterly- meeting, heretofore held there, 
was now, by reafon of a great increafe of 
members, divided into two by the agreement 
of friends, at our laft yearly meeting. Here 
I met with our beloved friends, Samuel Spa- 
void and Mary Kirby, from England, and 
with Jofeph White, from Bucks county, who 
had taken leave of his family in order to go 
on a religious vilit to friends in England; 
and, through divine goodnefs, we were fa- 
voured with a ftrengthening opportunity to- 
gether. 

After this meeting I joined with my friends, 

Daniel Stanton and John Scarborough, in 

G 4 vifiting 
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vifiting friends who had (laves ; and at night 
we h^d a family-meeting at William Trim- 
ble's, many young people being there -, and 
it was a precious reviving ef>portunity. Next 
morning we had a comfortable fitting with 
a fick neighbour; and thence to the burial nf 
the Gon)fe of a friej^dat Uwchlapd m^etin^ 
at whicii were miany people, and it w^s a 
time of divipe favour; after whiph, we yi* 
Hied foxne who had ilayesr and^ at nighc» 
had a faaiily-^meeting at a friend'iS. hoiife> 
where the channel of gofpeMove was opened, 
and my mind was comforted after a hard 
day's labour. The next day we were at Go« 
ihea monthly^me^ting ; and thence> on the 
eighteenth day of the eleventh month, in 
the year 1758, attended the quarterly*aiett-r 
ing at London-Grove, it being the firft held 
at that place. Here we met again with all the 
before^ n^ntioned friends, and had fome edi*" 
fying me^ings: and, near the concluiion of 
the meeting for bufinefs, friends were incinxi 
to conftancy in fupportin^ fht teftimony of 
truth, and reminded of the necefi^ty which 
the difciples of Chrift are under to att^cd 
principally to his bufi nefs, as he is jgicafed 
to open it t bus; an J"lcirbe^particularly care-» 
fiSTtoTiave^ourThinds redeemed from the love 
of wealth j to have our outward affairs in as. 
little room as may be ; that sio temporal con-r 
cerns may entangle our affcdtions, or hinder> 
us from diligently following the di6tate$^ of 
truth, in labouring to promote the pure fpi- 
rit of meei(pefs and heavenly-mindednefs a-- 

mongd 
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monf^A the children of men in thefe days of 
Cdlan)ity and diibeis, wherein God is yifiting 
our land with his juft juc^ements. 

•Each of thefe quarterly^meetings was 
large^ and fat near eight hours. Here I had 
occafion to confider, dial it is a weighty thing 
to fpeak much in large meetings for hufinefi ; 
firftj except our minds ve rightly prepared, 
and we clearly underfiand the cafe wc fpeai( 
tO) jnilead of forwarding, we hinder, bufi^ 
neis^ aivd make n»ore labour for thcxfe On 
whom the burthen of the work i) laid. 

If fel£(h Tiews, or a partial fpirit, have 
any room in our mind^^ we are udfit for 
the Lord's work ; if we have a clear profpeiS 
of the bufinefs^ and proper weight on our, 
inisds to fpeaky it behoves us to avoid ufelefa 
apologies and repetitions: where people arc 
gathered from far^ and adjburning a meet* 
ing of bttfinefs is attended with great diffi- 
culty, it behoves all to be cautious how tiiey 
detain a meeting; efpecially when they have. 
fat fix or feven bourSj and have a great dis- 
tance to ride home, ^fter this meeting I rode 

^ home. 

In the beginning of the tweffth month of 
the year 1758 1 joined in company with my ' 
friends, John Sykes and Daniel Stanton, ia 
vjfiticg luch as had flavcs: feme, whofe 
hearts were rightly exercifed about them, ap* 
pcared to be glad of our vifit j but in iom^ 
places our way was more difficult ; and I of- 
ten faw the neceffity of keeping down to that 

^ root frppi whence our concern proceeded ; 

and 
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and have cai!kfe, in reverend thankfulnefs, 
humbly to bow down before the Lord, who 
was near to me, and preferved my mind in 
calmnefs under fome fliarp confiidts, and be- 
gat a fpirit of fympathy and tendernefs in 
me toward fonie who were grievoufly en- 
tangled by the fpirit of this world. 

In the firft month of the year 1759, ha- 
ving found my mind drawn to vifit fome of 
the more adlive members, in our fociety at 
Philadelphia, whohadflaves, I met my friend 
John Churchman there, by an agreement: 
and we continued about a week in the city. 
We vifited fome that were fick, and fome wi- 
dows and their families ; and the other part 
of our time wis moftly employed in vifiting 
fuch as had Haves — it was a time of deep 
cxercife, looking often to the Lord for his af- 
fiftarice ; who, in unfpcajiable^ kindn'eisTfa- 
voureJ us with the influence of that fpirit, 
which crucifies to the greatnefs and fplendor 
of this world, and enabled us to go through 
fome heavy labours, in which we found 
peace. if 

On the twenty-fourth day of the third 
month, of this year,, I was at our general 
fpring- meeting at Philadelphia : after which, I 
again joined with John Churchman on a vifit 
ta fome more who had flaves in Philadel- 
phia ; and, with thankfulnefs to our heavenly 
Father, I may fay, that divine love and a true 
fympathifing tendernefs of heart prevailed at 
times in this fervice. 

Havmg, 
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HaViii^, at times, perceived a fhynefs in 
*ibme frlfcnds, of confiderable note, towards 
"me^ I 'found an engagement in gofpel love to 
pay a viiit to one of them ; and, as I dwelt un- 
der the cxercife, I felt a refigncdnefs in my 
mind tb go : fo 1 went, and told him, in pri- 
vate, I had a defire to have an opportunity 
with him alone ; to which he readily agreed : 
and then, in fhe fear of the Lord, things 
relating to that fhynefs were fearched to the 
bottom; and we had a large conference, 
which, I believe, was of ufe to both of us, and 
irm thankful that way was opened for it. 

On the fourteenth day of the fixth month, 
in the fame year, having felt drawings in 
my mind to vifit friends about Salem, and 
baving the approbation of our monthly- 
meeting therein, I attended their quarterly- 
meeting, and was out feven days, and at 
fcven meetings; in fome of which I was 
chiefly filent, and in others, through the bap* 
ti^sing power of truth, iby heart was enlarged 
in heavenly love, and found a near fdlowmip 
with the brethren and fitters, in the manifold 
trials attending their Chriftian prcgrefs through 
this world. 

In the feventh months I found an in- 
crcafing concern on my mind to vifit fome 
adive men>bers in our focicty who had 
flavcs ; and, having no opportunity of the 
company of fucb as were named on the 
minutes of the yearly-meeting, I went alone 
to their houfes^ and^ in the fear of the Lord, 

acquainted 
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acquainted them with the exercife I was un- 
der : and thus, foooetimes, by a few words, 
1 found myfelf difcharged from a heavy bur- 
then. 

After this, our friend, John Churchman^ 
coming into our province with a. view to b? 
gt. foaie meetings, ancj to join again in the 
yifit ,tp thofe wl^o bad (laves, I bore hiix) 
corojp^njt in the faid vifit to foaie a&ive pemr 
b6rs,. and found inward iatisfa^on. 

At i3ur yearly-meeting, in the year 1759, 
ive hadibme vveighty feafons ; where th^ 
power of truth was largely extended, to the 
ftfength^ning of the iioneft-minded. As 
friends read over th^ epiftles, to be (ent to 
the yearly-meetings along this continent, Tob- 
ferved in moftoftnem, ooth this year and 14ft, 
it was recooimended tQf)riei|ds to labour againfl 
buying and keeping; flaves; and in fome of 
them clofely treated upon. This practice 
had long been a heavy exercife to me, and I 
have oft(?n waded through mortifying labours 
on that account; and, at times, in fome meet- 
ings bedn almoft alone therein. Now, obfer- 
ving the increafing concern in oqr religious fo- 
ciety, and feeing how the Lord was railing up 
and qualifying fervants for his work, not only 
in this refpeia, but For promoting the caufe of 
truth in general, 1 was humbly bowed in 
thanlcfulnefs before him. 

This meeting continued near a week ; and, 
for fcveral days, in the forepart of it, my mind 
was drawn into a deep inward (lillneis s and 
being, at times, covered with the Ipirit of fup- 

plication. 
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plication, my heart was fecretly poured out 
before the Lord : and^ near the concltrfion of 
the meeting for bufincfs, way opened that, in 
in the pure flowing^ of divine love, I expre0!et! 
what lay upon me ; which, as it dien arofe in 
my mind, was " firft to fliew how deep an- 
fwers to deep in the hearts of the fincere and 
upright;" though, in their different growths 
they may not all have attained to the fame 
clearnefs in fome points relating to our tefti- 
mony : and I was led to mention the integrity 
and codftancy of many martyrs, who gave 
their lives for the teftimony of Jefus; and yet, 
in fome points, held doctrines diftinguilhable 
from fome which we hold : and that, io all 
ages, where p eople were f ajthfeljQ the light 
and undgj Unding ^jdiiijchthe Mofl: High af- 
f brdcdllicin^ they found acceptance w hh-him ^^ 
aiid that now, though there are different ways 
of thinking amongft us in fome particulars, 
yet, if we mutually kept to that fpirit and 
power which crucifies to the world, which 
teaches us to be content with things really 
needful^ and to avoid all fuperfluities, giving 
up our hearts to fear and fetve the Lord, true 
unity may ftill be prefcrved amongft us : and 
that if fuch, as were, at times, under fuf- 
fcrings on account of fome fcruples of confci- 
ence, kcptlow^ndjiumble, and in their con- 
dudt inj^e^anifefted^ charity, 

it would be more likely to reach the witnefs in 
others, and be of more fervice in the church, 
than if their fufferings were attended with a 
contrary fpirit and conduft." In which exer- 
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cife I wiis drawn into a fyjmpathizing tendcrnefs 
with the fheep of Chrift, however diftinguifh- 
ed one from another in this world; and the 
like difpofition appeared to fpread over others 
in the meeting. Great is the goodnefs of the 
Lord toward his poor creatures ! 

An epiftle went forth from this yearly-meet- 
ing, which I think good to give aplace in this 
journal ; being as follows : 



From the yeatly-*!ifecting held at Philadel- 
phia, for P.erinfylvania and' New-Jerfey, 
from the twcnty-fecorid day of the ninth 
month, to the twenty-eighth day of the lame, 
inclufive, 1759. 

To the quarterly and monthly meetings of 
friends belonging to the faid yearly-meet*' 
ing. 

Dearly beloved friends and brethren, 

•* TN an awful fenfe of the wifdom and good- 
j[ nefs of the Lord our God, whofe tender 
mercies have long been continued to us in this 
land, we afFedionately falute you, with fincere 
and fervent defires, that we may reverently re- 
gard the difpenfations of his providence, and. 
improve under them. 

The empires and kingdoms of the earth 
are fubjeft to his Almighty power: he is the 
God of the fpirits of all fle(h, and deals with 
his people agreeable to that wifdom, the depth 

whereof 
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whereof is to us unfearcbable : we, in thefe 
provinces, may fay, he hath, as a gracioui 
and tender parent, dealt bountifully with us^ 
even from the days of our fathers : it was he 
who ftrengthened them to labour through the 
difficulties attending the improvement of a 
wildernefs, and made way for them in the 
hearts of the natives j fo that by them they 
were comforted in times of want and diftrefs : 
it was by the gracious influences of his holy 
fpirit, that they were difpofed to work righ- 
teoufnefs, and walk uprightly one towards 
another, and towards the natives, and in life 
and converfation to manifeft jbe excellency of 
the principles and dodlrines of the Chpftian 
religion j and thereby they retain their efteem 
and friendfliip: whilft they were labouring 
for the neceffaries of life, many of them were 
fervently engaged to promote piety and virtue 
in the earth, and educate their children in the 
fear of the Lord. 

, If we carefully confidcr the peaceable 
meafures purfued in the firfl: fettlement of 
the land, and that freedom frqm the deibla- 
^ons of wars which for a long time we en- 
joyed, we (hall find ourf elycs under ftrong 
obli gations to the Almighty, who^ when the 
earth is^Jb genftraIIjL_pQiIute vv icked- 

nefs, gave us a bcirig in a part fo fagnaf ly h^ 
v6urea"wIth_jran4UiUit)LJ^ and in 

which "lEe glad tidings of the gofpel of 
Chrift are fo freely publiflied, that we may 
juftly fay with the pfalmift, " What (hall 

" we 
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••' we render unto the Lord fot all hi$ beiie- 

Our own real jpod, and the good of "our 
pofterity, in fonie jneafurc, depend on the 
palrrwe ^Q: i. andlt neaiTy concerns ws to try 
our^foundations impartially. Such are the 
different rewards of the juft and unjaft in a 
future ftate, that, to attend diligently to th? 
diftates of the Spirit of Chrift, to devote our-^ 
ielves to his fervice, and engage fervently ia 
his caufe, during our fhort ftay in this wwld, 
IS a choice well becoming a free intelligent 
creature ; we (hall thus clearly fee and con- 
fidcr that the dealings of God with mankind 
in a national capacity^ as recorded in holy 
writ, do fuffictently evidence the trath of 
that faying, " it is righteoufnefe which ex- 
** alteth a nation; " and though he dodi not 
at all times fuddenly execute his judgements 
on a finfiil people in this life, yet we fee, by 
many inftances, that where " men follow 
^ lying vanitieSn^ey forfake their own mer* 
** cies i' and as a proud fcltifli fpirit prevails 
and fpreads among a people, fo partial judge- 
meht, oppreflion, difcord, envy, and confu- 
fions, increafe, and provinces and kingdoms 
are made to drink the cup of adverfity as a 
reward of their own doings. Thus the in- 
ured prophet, reafoning with the degene- 
rated Jews, faith, *^ Thine own wickedneft 
^ (hall correft thee, and thy backflidings 
^ (hall reprove thee : know, therefore, that 
*• it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou 

" haft 
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** haft forfakcn the Lord thy God, and 
** that my fear is not in thee, faith the Lord 
** God of hofls/' Jer. ii. 19. 

The God of our fathers, who hath be* 
ftowed on us many benefits, furnished a ta« 
ble for us in the wildernefs, and made the 
defarts and folitary places to rejoice; he doth 
now mercifully call upon us to fervc hini 
more faithfully — We may truly lay, with the 
prophet, ** It is his voice which cricth tp the 
'* city, and men of wifdom fee his name ; 
** They regard the rod, and him who hath 
'* a)3pointe"d it/'— People^ who look chiefly at 
things outward, too little confidcr the ori- 
ginalcaufe of the preJfent troubles; but fuch 
as ~?^ar~ ihc Lord|> and think often upon 
his HamjC^ fee and ifeel that a wrong fpi- 
rit is fpreading_,.am^^ tEe inhabitants of 
Qur country; that the hea rts of many are 
waxe d fat^ ^nd_theijL-gars dul l„ of hearing j 
thantHe A^foft High, in his vifitations to us, ; 
inftead of calling, lifteth up his voice an4 1 
crieth; he cricth to our country, and bis! 
voice waxeth louder and louder. In fbrmeiy 
wars between the Englifli and ofher nations, 
fincc the fettlemenc of our provinces, the ca- 
lamities attending them have fallen chiefly 
on other places, but now of late they have 
reached to our borders ; many of our fellow 
fubjeds have fufl^cced on and near ^ur fron- 
tiers, fome have been flain in battle, ioxxu^ 
killed in their houfts, and fome in their fields* 
fome wounded and left in great mifery, and 
others feparatcd from their wives and little 
H children. 
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children, who have been carried captivfes 
amdng the Indians : we have fcen men and 
women, who have been witneffes of ibefc 
fcenes of fofrbw, and being reduced to want, 

have come to our houfes afking relief. It 

is not long fince it was the cafe of many 
young tneri, in one of thefe provinces, to be 
draughted, in ovdtt to be taken as foldiers; 
fome were at that time in great diftrefs, and 
had occafipn to confider that their lives had 
beeit too little conformable to the purity and 
fpjrituality of that religion which we pro- 
fcfs,- and found themfelves too little ac- 
quainted with that inward humility, 16 
which true fortitude to endure hardnef6^..Jc^ 
the truth's fake js experienced..---- IVIiii^ pa- 
rents were concerned for' their thildren, and 
in that time of trial were led to confider, 
that their care, to get outward treafure for 
them,! had been greater than their care for 
their fettlcment in that religion which cruci- 
fieth to the world, and cnableth to bear 'a 
clear teftimony to the peaceable government 
of the Mefliah. Thefe troubles are removed; 
and for a time we are releafed fro^i them. 

Let us not forget that " The Moft High 
" hath his way in the deep, in clouds and in 
** thick darknefs"— that it is his voice which 
cricth to the city and to the country ; and oh! 
that thefe loud and awakening cries may have 
a proper effedl upon us, that heavier chaftife- 
ment may not become neceflary ! For though 
things, as to the outward, may, for a fhort 
time, afford a pleafing profpcft; yet, while 

a felfifh 
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a felfi(h fpirit, that is not fubje£k to thccror$\ 
of Chrift, continueth to fpread and prevaiJ,.' 
there can be no long continuance in outward* 
peace and tranquillity. If we defire^n inhe*^ 
ritance iiicorruptible, and to be at reft in that 
ftale^of peace and happinefs, which, ever con- 
tinues; if we defire, in this life, to dwell un- 
der the favour and protedtipn of that aU 
mighty Bcingi wTiofe habitation is in holi- 
Jieisi 'whofe ways arc all equal, and whofe 
anger is now kindled becaufe~~bf our back-* 
Hidings i^ let us then awfully regard thefe 
beginnings of his fore judgen^ents, and, with 
abafemenrand huniiliation turn to him, whouy 
we have offen ded./ 

Contending with one equal in ftrength is 
an uneafy exercife ; but if the Lord is become- 
our enemy, if we perfift to contend with him 
who is omnipotent, -our overthrow will be 
unavoidable. - . •. .» ■ 

Do we feel an afFedionate regard* to poften 
rity ; and are we employed to promote theio 
happinefs ? Do our minds, in things out-< 
ward, look beyond our oM^ti diflblution; and 
are we contriving for the profperity of out 
children after us ? L et us then, . like Avife 
builders, lay_thejfoinidatiqivdeep 
our conftant uniform regard to an inward 
piety and virtue, let them fee that wc really 
value it : let us labour, in the fciv of ihcf 
Lord, that thcirinnpcent minds, whileyoung 
and tender, may b e preferved^ from corrup- 
tiphs ; that, asltEey7 advance" in age, the/ 
may rightly undegftand their.* true 'intereft;^ 
JHL 2 may 



100 The LIFE and TRAVELS 

may confidcr the uncertainty of tempofal 
things^ add, sfbove alh have their hope and 
confidence firmly fettled in the bleffing of 
that Almighty Being, whb inhabits eternity, 
and prcfcrves and fupports the world. 

In all our cares, about worldly treafures, 
let us fteadily bear in mind, that riches, pof- 
feffed by children who do not truly fervc 
God, are likely to prove fnares that may 
more grievouily entangle them in that fpirit 
of felfifhoefs and exaltation, which flands in 
oppofition to real pence and happinefs ; a»d 
renders them enemies to the crofs of Chrift^ 
who fubmit to the influence of it. 

To keep a watchful eye towards real ob- 
jcds of charity, to vifit the poor in their 
lonefome dwelling-places, to comfort them 
who, through the difpenfations of divine 
Providence, are in ftrait and painful circum- 
fiances in this life, and fteadily to endeavour 
to honour God with our fubflance, from a 
real fenfe of the love of Chrift influencing 
eor minds thereto, is more likely to bring a 
blcffing to our children, and will afford more 
iktisfadioh to a Chriflian favoured with plen- 
ty, than an earneft defire to collect much 
wealth to leave behind us j for " here we have 
*' no continuing city ;' may we therefore di- 
Kgently " feek one that is to come, whofe 
** builder and maker is God." 

Finally, brethren, whatfoever things are 
true, whatfoever things are juft, whatfo- 
ever things are pure, whatfoever things 
are lovely, virhatfoever things are of good 

report; 



u 

€€ 



€i 



OF JOHN WOOLMAN. ioi 

'* report; if tHer€ be any virtue, if there 
^^ be any praiie, thinJc on thefb things and 
^* do them, and the God of peace ihall be 
** with you/' 

Signed, by appointment, and on behalf of 
our faid meeting, by fev^ friends. 



On the twenty^eighth day of die eleventh 
ixiontb, in the year 1759^ I was at the quar- 
terly*' meeting m Bucks county : this day be^ 
ing the meeting of miniflers and 'elders, my 
heart was enlarged in theloveof JcfusChrift; 
and the favour of the Moft High was ex^ 
tended to us in that and the enfuing meet^ 

I had converfation, at my lodging, with 
my. beloved friend, Samuel Eaflburn ; who 
exprefled a concern to join in a viiit to feme 
friends, in that county, who had negroes ; 
and, as I had felt a draught in my mind to 
that work in the faid county, I came home 
and put things in order : on the eleventh 
day of the twelfth nK>nth following, I wejit 
over the river ; and on the next day was at 
Buckingham meeting ; where, through the 
defcendings of heavenly dew, my mind was 
comforted, and drawn into a near unity with 
the flock of Jefus Chrift. 

Entering upon this vifit appeared weighty t 

and before 1 left home my mind was often 

CdA ; under which exercife I felt, at times, 

the Holy Spirit, which helps our infirmities ; 

H 3 \ktwva^ 
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through which, in private, my prayers were^ 
at times, put up to God, that he would be 
pleafed'to purge me from all felfiftiaefs, that 
I might be ftrengthcncd to difcharge my 
duty faithfully, how hard foever, to the na- 
tural part. We proceeded on the vifit in a 
weighty frame of fpirit, and went to the 
houfes of the moft adtive members, through- 
out the country, who had negroes ; and, 
through the goodnefs of the Lorrd, my mind 
was preferved in refignation in times of trial, 
and, though. the work was hajd to nature, 
yet through the ftrength of that love vtrhicli 
is ftronger than death, tendernefs of fieart 
was often felt amongft us in our vifits, and 
We parted from fcveral families with greater 
fatisfadion than' we expefted. 

We vifited' Jofeph White's family, he be- 
ing in England ; had alfo a family-fitting at 
the houfe of an elder who bore us cofnpany, 
and was at Makefidd on a firft day.: at all 
which times my heart was truly thankful to 
the Lord, who was gracioufly pleafed to re- 
new his loving-kindneis to us, his poor fef- 
vants, uniting us together in his work. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

His vijit^ in company with Samuel Eaji burn 9 
to Long'IJlana^ Rhode IJland^ Bofton, &c. 
in New-England — Remarks on tbejlave^ 
trade at Newport ^ and bis exerci/e on that 
account ; alfo on lotteries — Some ohfervations 
on the ijland of Nantucket . 

HAVING, for fome time paft, felt, a 
fympathy in my mind with friends 
Eafl ward, I opened my concern in our month* 
ly- meeting; and, obtaining a certificate, fet 
forward on the feventeenth day of the fourth 
month, in the year 1760, joining in com- 
pany, by a previous agreement, with my be* 
loved friend, Samuel Eaftburn. We had meet- 
ings at Woodbridge, Rahaway, and Plain- 
fieJd ; and were at their monthly-meeting of 
minifters and elders in Rahaway. We la- 
boured under fome difcouragement ; but, 
TfTrougTr the invifible power o f truth, our vi- 
fit was made reviving to the lowly-minded, 
with whom I felt a near unity of fpirit, be- 
ing much reduced in my mind. We pafled 
on and vifited chief of the meetings on 
Long-Ifland. It was my concern, from day 
to day, to fay no more nor Icfs than what 
the fpirit of truth opened in me, being jea- 
lous over myfelf, left 1 (hould fpeak any 
thing to make my teftimony look agreeable 

H 4 to 
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to that mind in people, which is not in pure 
obedience to the croft of Chrift. 

The fpring of the mirtiftry was often low j 
and, through the fubjedling power of truth, 
we were kept low with it ; anli from place to 
place, fach, whofe heartl were truly CQhcem- 
td for the caufc of Chrift, appeared to be 
comforted in our labours; and thc^gK it 
was in general ^ time of abafement of the 
creature, yet, through his goodnefs, who^ 
IS a helper of the p6o r> we had feme truly 
edifying leaibns both iq meetings, and in fa-^ 
milies where we tarried ; and focnetimea 
found ftrength to labour earneftly with the 
unfaithful, efpecially with thofe, whofe fta- 
tion in families, or in the fociety was fuch, 
that their example had a powerful tendency 
to open the way for others to go afide from 
the purity afad foundnefs of the blefied 
truth. At Jerichp, on Long-Ifland, I wrote 
home as follows : 



24th. 
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. 24th of the 4th month, 1760. 

Dearly beloved wift^ " /. 

^ XXT"^ ^^^ favoured with heahbi have 
W been at fiiadry meeting in Eaft« 
Jerfey/ and on thi$ ifland: my mind hath 
been much in an inward wztdtiM frame fincQ 
I left th6e, greatly defiring that oui" proceed* 
ings may be fingly in the will of our heavenly 
Father. 

As the prefent appearance of things is 
oot joyous, 1 have been much (hut up from 
outward chearfulnefsy remembering that pro-- 
mile, " Then (halt thou delight thyfelf in 
** the Lord :*'— As ihis^ from day to day, has 
been revived in my memory, I have confi- 
dered that his internal prefence on our minds 
is a delight, of all others, the mod pure ; and 
that the honeft-hearted not only delight in 
this, but in the cfFed of it upon them. He 
regards the helplefs and diftreffed, and 
reveals his love to his children under afflic-* 
tion ; they delight in beholding his benevo- 
lence and feeling divine charity moving u* 
pon them : of this I may fpeak a little ; for 
though, fiqce I left you, I have often found 
an engaging love and afFedlion toward thee 
(md my dau|;hter, and friends about home, 
ih^t going out at this time, when (icknefs is 
fo great amongft you, is a trial upon me ; 
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yet I often remember there are many wi- 
dows and fatherlefs, many who have poor 
tutors^ many who have evU; examples before 
them> and many whofe minds are in capti- 
vity> for whofe fake my heart is, at times, 
moved with compafiion^ that I feel my mind 
rcfigned to leave you for a feafon, to exercife 
thatr gift which the Lord hath beftowed oa 
me; which though fmall, compared with 
fbme, yet in this I rejoice, that I feel love 
unfeigned, toward my fellow-creatures. I rer 
commend you to the Almighty, who, I truft, 
cares for you ; and, under a fenfe of his hea-* 
venly love, remain 

'* Thy loving hufband, 

J.W." 

We crofled from the caft end of Long- 
Ifland to New-London, about thirty miles, 
in a large open boat *, while we were out, the 
wind rifing high, the waves feveral times 
beat over us, that to me it appeared dange- 
rous ; but my mind was, at that time, turn- 
ed to him, who made and governs the deep, 
and my life ^as religned to him : and, as he 
was mercifully pleafed to prefer ve us, I had 
frefh occafion to confider every day as a day 
lent to me ; and felt a renewed engagement 
to devote my time, and all 1 had, to him who 
gave them. 

We had five meetings in Narraganfet ; and 
went thence to Newport on Rhode-Ifland* 

Our 
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Our gracious Father prcfcrvcd us in an hum- 
ble dependence on him through deep exer- 
cifes, that were mortifying to the creaturely 
will. In feveral families in the country^ 
where wc lodged, I felt an engagement on 
my mind to have a conference with them in 
private concerning their flaves ; and, through 
divine aid, I was favoured to give up there- 
to : though, in this concern, 1 appeared An- 
gular from many, whofe fcrvice in cravellingt 
1 believe, is greater' than mine; 1 do not 
]thiok hard of them for omitting it ; I do 
not repine at having fo unpleafant a tafk af- 
figne4 me, but look with awful nefs to him^ 
who appoints to his fervants their refpedivc 
employments, and is good to all who fervc 
him fincerely. 

We got to Newport in the evening, and 
on the next day vifited two fick perfons, and 
had comfortable fittings with them ; and in 
the afternoon attended the burial of a friend. 

The next day we were at meetings at 
Newport, in the forenoon and afternoon 5 
where the fpring of the miniftry was opened, 
and ftrength given to declare the word of life 
to the people. 

The next day we went on our journey; but 
the great number of flaves in thefe parts^ 
and the continuance of that trade from thence 
to Guinea, made deep impreflion on me ; and 
tny cries were often put up to my heavenly 
Father in fecret, that he would enable me to 
difcharge my duty faithfully, in fuch way as 
be might be pleafed to point out to me, / 
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We took Swanfca, Freetown, and Tanton, 
in our way to Boflon ; where al(b we had a 
meeting ; our exercife was deep, and the love 
of truth prevailed, for which I blefs the 
Lord. We went eaftward about eighty milefi 
beyond Bofton, taking meetings, and Jwcrc 
in a good degree prefcrved in an humble de^ 
pendence on that arm which drew us out ; 
and, though we had fome hard labour with 
tbs difobedient, laying things home and clo& 
to fuch as were ft out againft the truth i yet, 
through the goodnefsof God, we had, at times^ 
to partake of heavenly comfort with them who 
wtre meek, and were often favoured to part 
with friends in the nearnefs of true gofpcl-fel- 
lowftiip. We returned to Bofton, and had 
another comfortable opportunity with friends 
there -, and thence rode back a day*s journey 
eaft ward of Bofton : our guide being a heavy 
man, and the weather hot, and my companion 
and I confidering it, expreflcd our freedom to 
go on without him, to which he confented, 
and we rcfpedfully took our leave of him; this 
we did, as believing the journey would Jiavc 
been hard to him and his horfe. 

We vifited the meetings in thofe parts, and 
were meafurably baptized into a feeling of 
the (late of the ibciety : and in bowedncfs of 
fpirit went to the yearly-meeting at New- 
port; where I under flood that a larg^ num- 
ber of flaves were imported from Africa iato 
that town, and then on fale by a member of 
our fdciety. At this meeting we met with 
John Storer from England, Elizabeth Ship-* 

ley. 
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ky, Ann Gaunt, Hannah Foftcr, and Mercy 
Redaian from our parts, all miniflers of the 
gofpel, of whofe company I was glad. 

At this time my appetite failed, and I 
grew outwardly weak, and had a feeling 
of the condition of Habbakuk, as there CX'^ 
prefled. " When I heard, my belly trembled, 
my lips quiveredi I trembled in myfelf that I 
might reft in the day of trouble;" I had ma« 
ny cogitations, and was fbrely diftreffed : and 
was defiroos that friends might petition the 
legiflature, to ufe their endeavours to dflcou'^ 
rage the future importation of flaves; for I 
faw that this trade was a great evil, and tend^ 
ed to multiply troubles, and bring diilrefTes 
on the people in thofe parts, for whofe wel« 
fare my heart was deeply concerned. 

But I perceived fcveral difficulties in regard 
to petitioning ; and fuch was the exerciife of 
my mind, that I had thought of endeavour- 
ing to get an opportunity to fpeak a few 
words in the houfe of aiTembly, then fitting 
in town. This exercife came upon me in the 
afternoon, on the fecond day of the yearly*^ 
meeting, and, going to bed, I got no deep 
till my mind was wholly refigned therein ; 
and in the morning I enquired of a friend 
how long the aiTembly were likely to conti- 
nue fitting ; who told me, they were expedb-* 
ed to be prorogued that day or the next. 

As I was defirous to attend the bufine(s of 
the meeting, and perceived the aiTembly 
were likely to depart before the bufinefs was 
Over; after confiderable exercife, humbly 

feeking 
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feeki n p ; to the Lord for inftruflion . my mind 
fettTEB to attend on the bufincfs of the meet- 
ing; on the laft day of which, I had pre-: 
pared a fliort eflay of a petition to be pre- 
sented to the legiflature, if way opened : and 
being informed that there were fome ap- 
pointed^ by that yearly-meeting,' to fpeak 
with thofe in authority, in cafes relating to 
the fociety, I opened my mind to feveral of 
them, and fliewcd them the eflay I had madcf 
and'afterward opened the cafe in the meeting 
for bufinefs, in fubftance as follows : 

** I have been under a concern for fome 
time, on account of the great n^umber of 
flaves which are imported into this colony ; I 
am aware that it is a tender point to fpeak to, 
but apprehend I am not clear in the fight of 
heaven without fpeaking to it; I have pre- 
pared an eflay of a petition, if way open, to 
be prefented to the legiflature ; and what I 
have to propofe to this meeting is, that fome 
friends may be named to withdraw and look 
over it, and report whether they believe it 
fuitable to be read in the meeting; if they 
fhould think well of reading it, it will re- 
main for the meeting, after hearing it, to 
confider, whether to take any farther notice 
of it at a meeting or not." After a ftiort con*^ 
ference fome friends went out, and, looking 
over it, expreflTed their willingnefs to have it 
read ; which being done, many expreflTed 
their unity with the propofal; and fome fig-^ 
nified, that to have the fubjedls of the peti- 
tion enlarged upon, and to be figned out of 

meeting 
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meeting by fuch as were frfce, would be 
more fuitable than to do it there : though 
I expedtcd, at firft, that if it was done it 
would be in that way; yet, fuch was the ex- 
crcife of my mind, that to move it in the 
hearing of friends, when affembled, appeared 
to me as a duty } for my heart yearned to- 
ward the inhabitants of thefe parts; belie- 
ving that by this trade there had been an in- 
creafe of inquietude amongft them, and a way 
nrtade eafy for the fpreading of a fpirit oppo- 
fite to that meeknefs and humility, whi6h is 
a fore fefting-ptace for the foul : and that the 
continuance of this trade would not only ren- 
der their healing more difficult, but increafe 
their malady. 

' Having thus far proceeded, I felt eafy to 
leave the effay amongft friends, fortheni to 
proceed in it as they believed beft. And 
now in exercife revived on* my mind in 
relation to lotterie s, which were common in 
thijlfiLpailS.: I had once moved it in= a former 
fitting of this meeting, when arguments 
were lifed in favour of friends being held ex- 
cuftd virho were only concerned in fuch lot- 
teries as ,were agreeable to law : and now, on 
moving it again, it was oppofed as before; 
but the hekrts of fome folid friends appeared 
to be united to difcourage the practice a- 
xrt ongft their members ; and the matter was 
zealoufly fajaiJdted by looag ^n both fides. In 
this debate it appeared very Clear to me, that 
the fpirit of lotteiie&Jwa s a fpirit of felfiflinefs^ 
which t^i3£d—ta.jco nfu(k)n a njL-xiarknefs 
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of undeiftanjding ; and that pleading; for 
it in our meetings, fet apart for the Lprd*s 
work, was not right : and, in the heat of zeal, 
I once made reply to what, an anci?nt friend 
faid, though wheh I fat down, I faw that my 
words were not enoggh ieafoned with chari- 
ty ; and, after this, 1 fpake no more on the 
fubje<9:,. At length a minute was .made ^ a 
copy of which was agreed to be fent to. tjieif 
fever al quarterly- meetings, inciting friend^ 
to labour to difcourage the practice among(i 
all profefling with us. 

Some time after this minute was madjp, !# 
remaining uneafy with the manner of tny 
ipeaking to the ancient ffiend, could not. fee 
my way clear to conceal my uneaCnef?, but 
was concerned that I might fa^v nothing to 
weaken the caufe in which I had lal?pured| 
and then, after fome clofe exercife and hearty 
repentance, for that I had not attended clofe^ 
ly to the fafe guide, I flood up, and, reciting 
thepafTage, acquainted friends, that, though X 
durft not go from what I had faid as to the 
matter, yet I was uneafy with the o^anner 
of my fpeaking, as believing milder lan- 
guage would have been better. As this was 
uttered in fome degree of creaturely aljafe- 
ment, it appeared to have a good favoiir a- 
mongft us, after a warm debate. 

The yearly- meeting being now over, there 
yet remained on my mind a fecret, though 
heavy, exercife in regard to fome leading ac- 
live members about Newport, being in the 
pradice of jQave-keeping. This I mehtione4 

to 
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to two ancient friends, who came out of the 
country, and propofed to them, if way 
opened, to ha?e fome converfation with 
thofe friends : and, thereupon, one of thofe 
country friends and I confulted one of the 
moft noted elders who had ilaves; and he, in 
a refpedlful manner, encouraged me to pro- 
ceed to clear myfelf of what lay upon me. 
Now I had, near the beginning of the yearly- 
meeting, a private conference with this faid 
elder ^nd his wife concerning theirs ; fo that 
the way feemcd clear to me to advife with 
him about the manner of proceeding : I told 
him, I was free to have a conference with 
them iall together in a private houfc ; or, if 
he thought they would take it unkind to be 
afked to come together, and to be fpoke with 
one in the hearing of another, I was frefe to 
fpend fome time among them, and vifit them 
all in their own houfes : he exprefled his li- 
king to the firft propofal, not doubting their 
willingn^s to. come together: and, as I pro- 
pofed a vifit to only minifters, elders, and 
overfeers, he named fome others, who he 
delired might beprefent alfo : and, as a care- 
ful meflenger was wanted to acquaint them 
in a proper manner, he offered to go to all 
their houfes to open the matter to them; and 
did fo. About the eighth hour, the next 
morning, we met in the meeting- houftr cham- 
ber, and the laft-mentioned country friend, 
alfo my companion, and John Storer, with 
us; when, after a (hbrt time of retirement, I 
acquainted them with the fteps I had taken 

I ia 



ill i^rpquf^n^^ tbfiV 9^e|ing» and opened tb^ 
cdi^cero l.was ui^r; and ib we proceeded 
to a fr^ xonfcrence open t}ic^ fulsjed:. My 
exercife was^ heavy, and I was deeply bo wed 
iiTipir^t b eltprjc ll^e> L^, who was plcaf ed to 
favour US withjhelc ggDing virtue of trut hs 
^wbichc wroagE Ta^Updcrnefe amongft us; a nd 

and peaceable fpirit : and» at lengthy feeling 
«&y mind releafed from that burcbea whkbt 
I had been, under, I took my leave of thieniy. 
in a good degree of fatisfadion ; and, by the 
tenderneis they naanifeAed in regard to the 
practice, and the concern ftfveralof them ex- 
preiled in relation to t^e manner of difpofing 
of their negroes after their deceafe, I belio-^ 
ifcd that a gxsod exercife was fprea4in|; apfiongft 
them; ^nd I am humbly thankful to Gody. 
who fupported my mind, and preferved mQ 
10: a good degree of reiigDation through lliefe 
trials. ^ 

. Thou^ who fometimes travelled in the work, 
c^ the miniilry^ art made very weUfoaie by 
thy friends, and feeil many tokens of their. 
fatisfadion, in having thee for their gueft^ 
it is good for thee to dwell deep> that thou. 
mayeft feel and underftand the fpirits of .peo^ 
pie: if we believe truih points towards a con* 
ference on fbme fubjeds, in a private way, 
it is needful for us to take heed that tbeir 
kindnefs, their freedom, and affability^ do 
not hinder us from; the Lord's workr I haw 
.feen that, in the midft of kindneis and imootfaL 
condud:^ to fpeak cloib and: home to them 

^ -. who 



ii»lio6&Cer tain u^yOQi' points tJMUt jrdate t9 
tfaoir: QtntyjEurd ifiiGceA» ta hard Ubouf ; < a^bd 
£M9Qtinios, wisiciL J Mvb frit tfpihlazd tof 
!wafdit> Iba¥« found mj^felfndi^lalified h^ 
9 iuper6cidl fnettifhipi and aa 'thfk i. iib Afief 
thereof hath* abaied me^ ancb iily ci^ hav^ 
been to tho Lor^* £;>: .1 Wtff^ JpPP^r- h\tmbik4i 
trid ma^ oontont lo appM^ wi^klb Ptf!^. aA:8i 
fool/ibr. hia fake j andHthua ^ db^it^^hvOpmr^ 
ei.M dotef ufon It. ^ To atteu^t tor doi-th^n 
Jbprd's 'r work in > oor ov#n wagrtf - aad- te ifpea£k ' 
of that which' la then btartheo;: of t^v W^d> 
in a: way eafy to th^ tiatucal- paSTt^ 4oflii 
19EOC reach the bottoni' of the difai<^F9 , T?q, 
fee the ftafiiings of oiyf friends,: and^ tbtaki 
haindf of tbom^ wichoot opening tbaa whiebwtf. 
tni^; tos ofieny and ftiH cari^ a fade of frtcfod^ A 
(kipisf thia tenda to uoderoiiae thefeiindatkdar J^ 
ofitfue unityL^ : ^ 

. TheK)ffi6e^ of at cBtnifter of Ghrifl ia ^etgih> 
ty; and they, who go forth- as watohoicnrt- 
had? flfied. to ho-fkiadily on their guard, a-. . 
gainil the fnares of profperity and an Qut(ide> 
ftiendfliip; 

After the yearly- meeting, %y4- wefo at» 
mcetmgratf Newtown', CuAinetv I.iOng-Plain, 
Rxicbefter, and Dartmoutdn : from thence we*, 
fiiled foi^ Nantucket, in company wrth AAik\ 
Gaiiifit and Mercy Redman, and feveFal: other 
fHends^i the wirtd bdng flack, weonly reached 
Tarpolwling'rGoKe the.firil day ; wheFe,rgoing' 
on< tboi»i* we fomiiV room in » pub^ic^houfe, 
and faeda.for a few of «»,* tb^ reft fleeping 
oar: tbo ftMkrc trc wcn^^ onr board; ag«in? a^uc 
^2 break 
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break of day; and, though the wind was 
fihall/ we were favoured to come within about 
four miles of Nantucket; and then, about ten 
6f us getting into our boat, we rowed to the 
harbour before dark; whereupon a large 
boat, going off, brought in the reft of the paf- 
fengers about midnight : the next day but 
one was their yearly- meeting, which held 
four days; thelaft of which was their month- 
ly-meeting for bufinefs. We had a labod- 
0U8 time amongft them : our minds were 
clofely exercifed, and I believe it was a time 
of great fearching of heart: the longer I was 
on the ifland, the more I became fenfible 
that there was a confiderable number of va* 
hiable friends there, though an evil fpirit, 
tending to ftrife, had been at work amongft 
them ; I was cautious of making any vifits^ 
but as my mind was particularly drawn io 
them ; and in that way we had fome fittings 
in friends houfes, where the heavenly wing 
was, at times, fpread over, us, to our mutual 
comfort. 

My beloved companion had very acceptable 
fervice on this iiland. 

When meeting Was over, we all agreed to 
fail the next dav, if the weather was fuit- 
able and we well ; and, being called up the 
latter part of the night, we went on-board a 
veffel, being in all about fifty ; but, the wind 
changing, the feamen thought heft to ftay in 
the harbour till it altered ; fo we returned on- 
(hore ; and, feeling clear as to any farther vi«, 
iits^ I ipent my time iti'our chamber chiefly 

alone; 
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{done; and, after fome hours, ijiy heart bcT 
ing filled with the fpirit of fupplication, ipy 
prayers and tears were poi^red out, before 
my heavenly Father, for his l^^jp and in> 
ilrudion in the manifold difficulties which 
attcntlca""mejn_lite ; and, while I. was wai t-r 
ing upon the Lo rd> there came^~meflcnger 
fromThe womeiTfriends,, who lodged at ano»; 
ther houfe, defiring to confer with us about 
appointing a meeting, which to me appeared 
weighty, as we had been at fb many before j 
but, after a Ihort conference^ and advifing 
with fome elderly friends, a ineeting was 
appointed, in which the friend, who firft 
moved it, and who had been much ihut up 
before, was largely opened in the love of the 
gofpel : and the next morning, about break 
of day, going again on-board the vefTel, wcf 
reached Falmouth on the Main before night 1 
where our horfes being broughtf we proceeded 
toward Sandwich quarterly- meeting. 

Being two days in going to Nantucket,, 
and having been there once before, I obferved 
many (hoals in their bay, v^hich make fail- 
ing more dangerous, efpecially in ftormy 
nights I alfo, that a great flioal, which en- 
clofes their harbour, prevents their going 
in with floops, except when the tide i^ 
up ; waiting without which, for the rifing 
of the tide, is fometimes hazardous in ftorms : 
waiting within, they fometimes mifs a fair 
wind. I took notice, that on that fmall 
Uland was a great number of inhabitants, 
and the foil not very fertile ; the timber fo 
1 3 ^\x^> 
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g<shc, Aat for veflfels, fehcee, find (ke^dodr 
flicy* .depend chiefly' on iht feuying from 
ftif-^aih i tfce edfi whcrccf, with moft of 
their oflSicr cxpenees, they depend -priflcip^ly 
tnon the whale-fifliery to aftfwer. I ddnn*» 
dwcd^ that as towns grew larger, and 4aodli 
hear navigable^ ^waters tnore •^cleared, fimboir 
And'vrood wbuW itqaife 'iwore laboarto^gei; 
h: I'uitddrftobd that the whales being much 
hunted^ ami rpmetimes wound<sd Md nufi 
kflled, grew more {hy and difficult to cona* 
it : I cpnfidcrcd tbat the formatiofl df 'ihcl 
earth, the feds, the tflands, bays, and river^; 
the thbtipns of the winds arid great waters; 
4»hrdh cadfe bars and (hoafe in partietilfiV 
places, -were all the works of him who fe 
perfcA wifdom and goodnefs ; and, as -podpte 
attend to his heavenly infttiidlion, -and put 
*heir truft in him, he provides for theiti-iS 
all parts, where he gives them a being. And 
as, in this vlfit to thefc people, I felt a ikfofig 
defire for their firm eftaMifhment on the fur© 
foundation, befides what was feid more pub- 
licly, I was concernrcd to fpcak with the 
women friends, in their monthly^meetihg of 
biifinefs, many being prefent ; and, in the 
frefh fpring of pure lov?, to op^ri before 
ithcm the advantage, both inward aftd oul»» 
jwardi of attending fingly to the goidatic^ 
(of the Holy Spirit, and thercm to edu- 
cate their children in true humility, and ib« 
\difufe of all fuperflutties, reminditog thtM 
>f the difficulties their hoibartds ind fohs wetib 
^cqticntly c?:pQf^dte«t feai^nd that, ihiktmt 
''^- plain 



•plain and fimplb thtfir Itay tif Ibiiig W^ 
the Icfs need of running grfeat ha;sard$, tdi 
fuppo^t them in it ; encduraj^ing thfc yoting 
wooi^n in their neat dtoent way of attending 
tbeoifelVes on the affairs of the hpufe ; (htM-f- 
ktg^ as the wliy opened, that, whtre people 
Wdte truly budible, \aCbd thetnfelvte to buQ- 
nefS) and were content vt^tth a pkin way of 
life, it had ever been Attended with more 
true peace and talmftefsf df niihd^ than thty 
have HikI who, afpiritig fo ^reathefs and out- 
inward flieWi h*ve grafped hard fot an income 
t6 fujkpOi't the^felVes in it: and, as I ob* 
ierved they had few or no flaves ambngfl; 
them^ I had to encourage thena to be content 
With6ut them i rbaking mention df the nu^ 
nterous troubles and vetations which fre- 
quently attend the minds of people who dd* 
pend on flaves t6 do their labour. 
; We attended the quarterly * meeting at 
Sandwich, in connpany with Ann Gaunt 
and Mercy Redman, whic!h was preceded 
-hf z monthly- meeting ; and in the whole 
held three days : we were various ways exer^ 
"<i{td amongft them, in gofpei love^ accord^ 
iiig to the fereral gifts faeftgwcd on tis ; 
and were, at limes, overfhadowed with the 
virt^ie of truth, to the comfort of the finccre, 
«nd ilirrirrg up of the negligent. Here we 
parted with Ann and Mercy, and went to 
Hhode-'Khnd, taking ont meeting in our 
jvray^ which wfts a fa<isfa£tory time ; and^ 
reaching Newport the evening* before their 
^UAMerly-meeting, we attended it s andy after 
. 1 4 iW^ 
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that» had a nieeting with our young people^ 

, jGsparated from . thofe of other ibcietics. Wc 

went through much labour in this town ; and 

now, in taking leave of it^ though I felt cloie 

inward exercife to the laft, I found inward 

., peace; and was, in ibnae degree, comforted, 

in a belief, that a good . numbar remain 

in that plape, who retain, a. fenfe x)^ truth ; 

and that there are ibme young people atr 

tentive to the voice of th^. heavenly Shepherd. 

The laft meeting, in which friends froni the 

. feveral parts of the quarter came together, 

.was a felcift meeting ; and, through iherengjv^ 

ed manifcftation of the Fath^^.Joyc^ the 

hearts of the fincerc were united together^ 

That poverty of fpirit, andihwS^ \)reak- 
nefs, with which I was much tried the fore 
part of this journey, have of late appeared to 
me as a difpenfation of kindnefs. Appoint- 
ing meetings never appeared more weighty 
to me ; and I was led into a deep fearch* 
whether in all things my mind was reiigned 
to the will of God ; often querying with myw 
felf, what (hould be the caufe of fuch inward 
poverty ; and greatly defired, that no fecret 
referve in my heart might hinder my accefs 
to the divine fountain. In thefe humbling 
times I was made watchful, and excited to 
attend the fecret movings of the heavenly 
principle in my mind, which prepared the 
way to fome duties, that in more eafy and 
profperous times, as to the outward, I believe 
I Ihould have been in danger of omitting. 

From 
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From Newport wc went to Greenwidi, 
Shanticut, and Warwick ; and were helped 
to labour amongft friends ia. the love of oar 
gracious Redeemer : and then, accompanied 
by our friend, John Cafey, from Newport, we 
rode through Con nedticat t,o Oblong, vifited 
the meetings of friends ia thoie. parts, and 
thjCDCC proQceded to the quarterly-meeting at 
RyewpQcii^i apd, through the gracious extend- 
ingfi of divine . help, had fome feafoning op« 
portunities in thofe places: (q we vifited friends 
at New- York and Fluihing i and thence to 
Rahaway : and here, our roads parting, I 
jtook leave of fny beloved companion, and true 
yoke-n>ate, , 3amuel Eaftburn ; and reached 
home on the tenth .day of the eighth month, 
1760, where I found my family well:. and, 
for the ffivQurs and prote&ion of thQ Lord, 
both inward and outward, extended to me 
in this journey, my heart is humbled in 
grateful acknowledgements; and I find renew** 
ed defires to -dwell and waU^ in refignedfiefs 
-before him. -: * 



CHAP. 
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-Jftfng fh famiUei ^f^Mdspfjfyii*i«iydnii 

' i M^mt-Holly meeifrigsi — tik ' 'm^is^ 'ta,pkt' 
^Indians ^t WebalMfinj^ bH tbi thirSitffue^ 

■■■*' bannih. - ■•■ '• i- - • - *' ■ ■ . 

ynfAVING fek My (me^ drfa#ii^Ky#a»d 4 
{"J^ vifit «o a itvn -dneetiDgft in tPtotlfylVa^ 
0U;v;l. was very »dbfii.6i*8 to bc-Vightly in*- 
ibw£it«i«s tO'the tioM (^fettan^ c^: iind^eA 
tfee'tidtftf cky <tflb<i fifth montbi 1761, be^ 
Sng the4&rft dtyof fbe w«ekv i want to H«d^ 
dbiyfield meetings concluding .to fMk iwht^ 
Tcnly inftruSioo^ atid CoiAe homey ot go 0H» 
fts I mtghc then bdkSVe^ieft'for mc; and* ihere^ 
through the fpringing up of pure-love, I> fek 
.encouragement^ andTo crofled the river. In 
this viiit I was at two quarterly and three 
monthly-meetings i and, in the love of truth,, 
felt my way open to labour with fome noted 
friends, who kept negroes : and, as I was fa- 
voured to keep to the root, and endeavoured 
to difcharge what I believed was required of 
me, I found inward peace therein, from time 
to tinnie, and thankfulnefs of heart to thiQ 
Lord, who wasgracioufly pleafed to be a guide 
to me* V 

In 
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In the eighth month, 1761, having fett 
drawings in my mind to vifit friends in and 
aboiu . Sbrewfbury, I went there, and was 
at their mantWy-mectiTig, and their firft-day 
{Dieting ; and had a meeting at Squany and 
dbtfthef^it Squankumi andf as ii^ay opened, 
fiftd «^vi6t<iltion "with fome nbted Wends 
c^o0#hrnig^their (laves : and I returned fatime 
lli^a^tbatokivl'^fdnfe df the goodnefi of ^e 

Prom the care I felr growing in me ibme 
years, I Wrote Confideratfons on keeping 
N^groes^ part the fecond; which was prin^^ 
ttd this -year, 176ft/ When the overfeers 6f 
the pr^s had d«ffiee with '1t^ they offered 1A 
ger a nUMber priflted^^'to'be paid 'for cmt of 
thk year1y*^ttttiDg ftoek, and to be ^eA 
awfty ; 'but I beitig Moft eify to pabliAi theA 
at my d\^h eiepence^ and^ bffering myTeaib«is> 
they appeared^tiafied. • 
• Thiti (lock is the contf^ution <)f the mem* 
bers' of 'oar religious fodiety in '^neralj 
amongftwhom are fomtt' who keep- negroes $ 
abd, being indlined to coiytitotie them in ik-* 
very, sSre not likdy*tobe fiitislied \*^ith thofe 
lxK>ks being fpread amongft a people Where 
many of the- flavcfr ^r6 taught to ' read, < and 
efpecially not at their expence$ and fueh of« 
ten, receiving them as a gift, concealtfaems 
But as they, who make a purchafe, generally 
buy that ^hich they have a mind for^ I be* 
lieved it'be(t to fell them ; expcfting, by that 
means, they would more generally be read 
with attention. Advoitifements being ifigned 
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by order of the overfeers of the preis, di- 
r$£(ed to be read in monthly-meetings of bii-> 
Hwfs within. oui: own yearly*-meeting, in-, 
fprm^ng v^.hflre the bool^s were* and that the 
pri^e was no more than the coft of printing 
2)p4 bipding them, .many were takep offi^ 
our parts ;. .fqrne I fent to Virginia, fame; to 
Nevf-York, and fome.to Newport, to my *pn 
qoaintance there ^ ^pdfome I kept^ expei^iqg 
to give part of them away, where there appear** 
ed ^ proipcift of fervice. 

In my youth I was ufed to* hard labour; 
and^ thou^gh 1 was middling healthy, yet my 
nature was not j^tt^ to, endure fo no^uch af 
many, others : thftt,; being often weary, I was 
prepared to fympathize. with thofe whofe cir- 
cumfianccs in Hfe, as free men^ required con-r 
ilant labour to anfwer the demands of their 
creditors, and with others under oppreflion^ 
In the uneaiinefs of body, which I have mar 
ny times felt by too much labour, not as ^ 
forced but a voluntary oppreflion, I have of- 
ten been exqited tp think on the original 
caufe of that oppreilion^ which isi impofed on 
many in the world : and, the latter part of 
the time wherein I laboured on our planta* 
tion, my heart, through the frefh viiitations 
of heavenly love, being often tender, and 
my leifure-time frequently fpent in reading 
the; life and doctrines of our blefTed Redeem- 
er^ the account of the fufferings of martyrs, 
and the hiftory of the firft rife of our fociety> 
a belief was gradually fettled in my mind, 
that if fuch^ as bad great eilates^ generally 

lived 
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lived in that humility and plaianefs which 
belongs to a Chriftian life, and laid much' 
eafier rents and intereils on their lands and 
monies, and thus led the way to a right ufe 
of things, fo great a number of people might 
be employed in things ufeful, that labour, 
both for men and other creatures, would need 
to be no more than an agreeable emplcnr;' 
and divers branches of bunnefs, which ierve 
chiefly to pleafe the natural inclinations of 
our minds, and which, at prefent, fecm ne-- 
ceffary to circulate that wealth which ibme' 
gather, might, in this way of pure wifdom, 
be difcontimied. And, as I have thus conii-* 
dcred thefe things, a query, at times, ,hath ari- 
fen : Do I, in all my proceedings, keep* to- 
that ufe of things which is agreeable to uni-^ 
verfal righteoufnefs ? And then there hath' 
fomc degree of fadnefs, at times, come over 
me, for. that I accuftomed myfelf to fomcj 
things, which occafioned more labour than I 
believe divine wifdom intends for us. 

From my earlj^jarQii^intanrft wiVh trUth' 

I havc ^often f el t an inward diftrefs» oc cafion- 
ed by^the ftrivin g of a fpjirit in me aga inft 
thy gperatio n ^f the heavenly princip le; ^nd 
in thS circumftance have been afFcifted with 
g^^ gnfe of my own wretch ednelsT' and in a 
mourning^xo ^ felt eamelPlonging for 

tljgr'divinejjcl^^ thcjj gul^jnto 

tr ue liberQr ^ nd^ometimes, in this ftate^ re- 
tiring into private places, the fpirit of fup* 
plication hath been given me ; and, under a 
heavenly covering, I have alked my gracious 

Father 



Fatber togitre me • heart mr* alk things ^re*- 
%ned to the diMdioii of Jaw wifibm. ^r .;,^; : 

In vifidng peo^ o^noie iin ; the .ibeicty . 
vho had ilaves^ amt labotirihg. ^litbr.tl^eoir ib: 
farocberly love on than: account, Irh^ve ibni^. 
and the fight has affefled me,^ ibat ft oonu 
fbrmity to ibme cnftomB^. dklbgpiiihaCblo^ftibm 
l^ire wifdoms iur» entani^edi manjit; and- the 
defire ofgain, .to^ fupporttheiiB cuftooB, gtcady 
cppofisd *the work of troth : and . fomedttie^ 
when the proved o£thc work bsfbre nDe^ baa 
been fuch,. lliat in. howedncfa of .fpirit^ I have 
been drawn into* retired places^ and befooghfr 
dbsLord with teaizs that he vbukS take me 
wholly under bns diiciftioni^ and iiiew me the 
way in which I ought t<y walk^ it>hath<revived» 
witk-ftrcngth of convi£tionythat».if Iwonld be 
Us faithful fervant, 1 muA^ to ait; things, at** 
tend to his wifdom, and btf teaehable ; and & 
ceafe fnom all cnflomB contrary thereto^ liow^ 
orer ufbd amongft religious peoplci.^ 

As h e is die perfcftjomof powers of wil&- 

-dom,^ nd of goodncfs,, fo ^ I believe^ he hctth 

jMf Ovidcd^ that fe ^jach. lahmir ihaU be ne- 

cd3Sry for ^"mcnViupf^^^jn this worWy ». 

woul^^^l^^ diWdod^ be a fuitable 

em^ymeot of dieir time ; audi that: we can^ 

not go into ri]^)erfi^^SyOrjr^[g^^^ weali^ 

hi a way contraryTlo hlsw^ ^mT" 

hntmg connexion with fomc degree of oppre^^* 

figg"^d with tliat f pirxt which leads' tov felfh 

cxd^jon jand ftrife^ aiid whick* fvequeftdy 

J^ng&j:aljffiakiesion countries^ by parfciea con* 

Wting about their claims.; . 

In 



It^ the eleventh month vof dM )rear. 176(9 
Jeeling an eagagemcnt of ihkid lo. ?>fit: ib«tt 
familiea, in Mansfield, I rjoioed: m^^r beloved 
friend^ Benj^oi^io Jones, and we fpmA/nfew 
days together in that fepviqe. In.;thieifeocml 
nsKHith) 1763^ I joineii ia company ivith E&9 
zabeth Ssnith and MaryN<»bk on.avifit Id 
th<; hmi\H» of frtencis.at Ancoeasi ia;hotk 
wbkh vifits/ thnough ^thfi.bapttmg poivreD 
of truth, the fincere laboiirefs weoe ofteii 
-Comforted, and . the hearts o£ frienda oppmtk 
to receive us. And, in tbo fourth moothr fa^ 
lowing, I accompanied ibme friends ia a\ V4^ 
fit ta the families of frienda in Mou«t« 
JHoUy^ i«i whidi mj^ tntnd was often dbawa 
iQtOi an iaward awfulneft^ wherein Arong: 
4sik^ were : raifed fer the cverUftsng welfaMr 
qf my fellow-crcatiires( and, through tkr 
liiiodfoe^ of our heavenly. Eather, our Jiearts: 
w«f<i« at times, enlarged^. and. friends invited^. 
in the. Qbwiogs of d^me/ bve, . to aagndr J» 
tivit which would fetnle them, on the fare foun** 
4Atioii^' 

Uftying many years felt love-in m^ heatt^ 
toward thenatives ofttbialand^.who dwell far 
back in the wilderne6, whpfe ancedors wnei 
^e. cwners and po&i&FSi of the ^ land whccai 
we dweU; and who> Jbr.ai^rir fmall coixfi)* 
der^ttian,., a0%ned their inheritance. ^ us$ 
audi, bisi^ig* «£ Philadelphia j in . the cdghth 
month, 1 76 1, ift: «vijfii; to ibme friends whOi 
h»d iUvff s^ h fi^U in . company with fomer of 
thQfef0aUv)98, who.liv^ on the eoft branch, cf 
thc^ rivcc Safquehannaiit = at an ; Indian. . town. 
-\i called 
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called Wehaloofing, two hundred miles from : 
Pfeiladcl{>hiaj and, in conver&tion with thcrxi 
by an interpreter, as alfo by obfervations on 
their countenances and condud, I believed 
fome of them were meafurably acquainted 
with that divine power which fubjedks the 
rough and froward will of the creature : anci, 
at times, I felt inward drawings toward a vifit 
to that place of which I told none except my 
dear wife, until it came to fome ripenefs; and, 
then, in the winter, 1762, I laid it before^ 
friends at our monthly and quarterly, and af- 
terwards at our general fpring meeting ; and, 
having the unity of friends, and being thought- 
fill about an Indian pilot, there came a man 
and three women from a little beyond that 
town to Philadelphia on bufinefs : and I, be- 
ing informed thereof by letter, met them 
in town in the fifth month, 1763 j and, after 
Ibmc converfation, finding they were fob«; - 
people, I, by the concurrence of friends in; 
that place, agreed to join with them as com- 
panions in their return; and, on the feventh day^ 
of the fixth month following, we appointed 
to meet at Samuel Foulk's, at Richland in 
Bucks county. Now, as this vifit felt weighty,' 
and was performed at a time when travelling' 
appeared perilous, fo the difpenfations of di*- 
vine Providence, in preparing my mind for it,' : 
have been memorable j and I believe it good;- 
for me to give fome hints thereof* ' r- 

After 1 had given up to go, the thougbts- 
of the journey were often attended with un*-' 
ufual fadneis 1 ia^ which times, my heart wa& * 

,.; frequently 
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frequently turned to the Lord with.Jnward 
breathings for his heavenly fupport, that I 
might not fail to follow him whercfoever he 
might lead me : and, being at our youths 
meeting at Chefterfield, about a week before 
the time I expeiStcd to fet off, I was there led 
to fpeak on that prayer of our Redeemer to , 
his Father : " I pray not that thou fhouldeft 
" take them out of the world, but that thou 
" fliouldeft keep them from the evil." And, in 
attending to the pure openings of truth, I had to 
mention what he elfe where faid to his Father ; 
" I know that thou heareft me at all times :'' 
fo that, as fome of his followers kept their 
places., and as his prayer was granted, it foU 
lowed neccffarily that they were kept from evil: 
and, as fom e of thofc met with great hardsh ips 
and affliCtronsjn^th is world , and at laft fuffcr* 
ed death ^cruel juen, it appea rs, that what- 
foe\i15rBe^lsjiifinIwjiile^ 
d ifence jto God, as it certainly works for .their 
^S^^^^ ^ictj^."^ ViOl be^ onfidgred ^n evil as it 
rcT^sjoIthsm^As I fpake on this fubjedt, 
mJ^'Heartwas much tendered, and great awful- 
hefs came over me; and then, on the firft dajr 
of the next week, being at our own afternoon- 
meeting, and my heart being enlarged in love^ 
] was led to fpeak on the care atid protection 
of the Lord over his people, and to make 
mentioo of that paffage, where a band of Affy- 
rians endeavouring to take captive the prophet, 
were difappointed ; and how the pfalmift faid» 
*' The angel of the Lord encampeth round 
^ abaut them that fear him/' And thus, in 
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ttMo IbVc and tendernefs, t T)arred from friends, 
txpefting, the next morning, to proceed en 
iny journey, and, being weary, went early to 
bed: and, after I had been afkep a (hort time, 
i was awaked by a man calling at my dciof ; 
and, arifing, was invited to meet fome friends at 
^ public-houfe in our town, who came from 
Philadelphia fo late, that friends were general- 
ly gone to bed: thefe friends informed mfe^ 
that an exprefs arrived the laft morning from 
Pittfburgh, and brought news that the Indians 
had taken a fort from the Englifli weftward, 
and flain and fcalped Englifh people in divers 
places, fome near the faid Pittfburgh ; and 
Ihat fome elderly friends in Philadelphia, know- 
ing the time of my expefting to fet off, had 
conferred together, and thought good to in- 
form me of thefe things, before I left home, 
that i might confider them, and proceed' aS I 
believed . befl ; fo I, going again to bed, told 
not my wife till morning. My heart was 
turned to the Lord for his heavenly inflrudiow; 
and it was an humbling time to me. When 
I told my dear wife, fhe appeared to be deeply 
concerned about it ; but, in a few hours time, 
my mind became fetded in a belief, that it was 
my duty to proceed on my journey ; and fhe 
bore it with a good degree of refignation. In 
this conflid of fpirit, there were great fearch- 
ings of heart, and flrong cries to the Lord^ 
that no motion might be, in the leaft degree, 
attended to, but that of the pure fpirit of trurii. 

The fubjefts before-mentioned, on whicti 
1 had fo lately fpoken in public, were now 

-^ very 
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1*17 frefh before me ; and I was brought in- 
wardly to commit myfelf to the Lord, to be 
difpoled of as he faw beft. So I took leave of 
my family and neighbours, in much bowed* 
hcfs of fpirit, and went to our monthly-mcctw 
•ihg at Burlington ; and, after taking leave of 
friends there, 1 crofled the river, accompanied 
by my friends, Ifrael and John Pembertonj and, 
parting the next morning with Ifrael, John 
bore me company to Samuel Foulk's, wbcce I 
met the befdre- mentioned Indians,: and we 
were giad to fee each other : here my friend, 
Benjamin Parvin, met me, and propofed joint- 
ing as a companion, we* having pafled fpme 
letters before on the fubjeil ; and now, on his 
a(:count/ I had a fharp trial -, for, as the jour- 
ney appeared perilous^ I thought, if he went 
chiefly 10 bear me company, and we fliould be 
taken captive, my having been the means of 
drawing him into thefe difficulties would add 
Xomy own afflidtions : {o 1 told him my mind 
freely, and let him know that 1 was refigned 
to go alone j bur, after all, if he really believed 
it 10 foe bis duty to go on, I beh'eved his com- 
pany would be very comfortable to me : it 
'was, indeed, a timeofdeepexercifc, and Ben- 
jamin appeared to be fo faftened to the vifit, 
^ that he could not be eafy to leave mcj fo we 
went on, accompanied by our friends, John 
Pcmberton, and William LightfootofPikeland, 
and lodged at Bethlehem ; and there, parting 
with John, William and we went forward on 
the ninth day of the iixth month, and got 
lodging on the floor of a houfe, about five 
K 2 vsvAss. 
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miles, from iFort-AJIen: here we parted with 
William 3 ind at this place we met with an 
^dian trader^lately come from Wiomiagt af>d, 
ia converfatipn with him, 1 perceived that ipa- 
jQy white people do often fell rum to the In- 
dians, which, I believe, is a great evil j firft, 
they being thefehy deprived of the ufe of:tl3«ir 
reafon, and their fpirits violently agitated, c|^r- 
rels often arlfe which end in mifchief ; and the 
bitternefs and refentments, occafioned hereby, 
are frequently of long continuance: again, 
their fkins and furs, eutten through much fa- 
tigue and hard travels m hunting, with whScb 
they intended to buy clothing, when they be- 
come intoxicated, they often fell at a low rate 
for more rum; and afterward, when ^ey 
fufFcr for want of the neceffafies of life, are 
angry with thofe who, for the fake of gain, 
took the advantage of their weaknefs: of this 
their chiefs have often complained, at their 
treaties with the Engli(h. Where cunning 
people pafs counterfeits, and impofe that on o- 
thers which is good for nothing, it is confi- 
dered as a wickednefs ; but, to fell that to peo- 
ple which we know does them harm, and 
which often works their ruin, for the fake of 
gain, manifefls a hardened and corrapt heart, 
and is an evil, which demands the care of all 
true lovers of virtue to fupprefs : and while 
my mind, this evening, was thus employed, I 
alfo remembered, that the people on th* fron- 
tiers, among whom this evil is too common, 
are often poor j who venture to the outfide of 
a colony, that they may live more indepen- 
dent 
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(teat on fuch as arc wealthy, who often fet 
high rents on their land : being renewcdly 
confirmed in a belief, that, if all our inhabi- 
tants lived according to found wifdom, labour- 
ing to promote univcrfal love and righteoiif- 
tt€fs, and ceafed from every inordinate defirc 
after wealth, and from all cuftoms which arc 
cinctured with luxury, the way would be ea- 
fy for our inhabitants, thoug|i much more nu- 
merous than at prcfent^ to live comfortably on 
honeft employments, without having that 
temptation they are often un4er of being drawn 
into fchemes to mak^ fettlements on lands 
which have not been purchafcd of the Indi- 
ans^,, or of applying to that wicked pradtice of 
feliiog rum to them. 

On the tenth d^y of the month we fet out 
early in the morning, and croifled the wef- 
tcrn branch of Delavyare, caljed the Great 
JLehie, near Fort- Allen; the water being 
high, we went over in a canoe: here we 
met an Indian, and had fome friendly conver-» 
fation with him, and gave him fome bifcuit; 
and he having killed a deer, gave the Indians 
with us fome of it: then, af:er travelling 
fome -miles, we met feveral Indian men and 
women with a cow and horfe, and fomehoule- 
hold goods, who were lately come from their 
dwelling at Wioming, and going to fettle at 
another place j we made them fome fmall pre- 
fems, and, fome of them underftanding Eng- 
lifti, 1 told them my motive in coming into 
their country, with which they appeared fatis- 
&cd : and, one of our guides talking a while 
K 3 with 
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vnth an ancient woman concerning us, the 
poor old woman came to my companion and 
roe, and took her leave of us >Vith an appear- 
ance of fincere afFedion. So, going on, we 
pitched our tent near the banks of the lame 
river, having laboured hard in croffing fomeof 
thofe mountains called the Blue-Ridge; and, 
by the roughnefe of the ftones, and die cavi- 
ties between them, and the fteepntfs of the 
hills, it appeared dangerous; but we were 
preferved in fafety, through the kindncfs of 
him, whofe works in thofe montainous defarts 
appeared awful : toward whom my heart was 
turned during this day's travel. 

Near our tent, on the fides of large trees 
peeled for that purpofe, were various rcpre- 
fentations of men going to, and returning 
from the wars, and of fome killed in battle ; 
this being a path heretofore ufed by warriors: 
and, as 1 walked about viewing thofe Indian 
hiftorics, which were painted moftly inred, but 
ibme in black, and thinking on the innumera- 
ble afBidtions which the proud, fierce, fpirit, 
produceth in the world ; thinking on the toils 
and fatigues of warriors, travelling over moun- 
tains and defarts ; thinking on their miferies 
and diftneffes when wounded far from home by 
ilieir enemies j and of their bruifes and great 
wearinefs in chaling one another over the 
rocks and mountains ; and of their rcftlefs, 
unquiet, ftate of mind, who live in this fpirit; 
and of the hatred which mutually grows up in 
the minds ot the children of thofe nations^ en*> 
gaged in war with each other : during thefe 

meditations^ 
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meditations, the defire to chcrlfli the fpirit 
of love and peace amongft thefe people arofei 
very frefh in me. This was the firft night 
that we lodged in the woods j and, being wet 
wiih travelling in the rain, the ground, our 
tent, and the buflies, which we purpofed to lay 
under our blankets, being alfo wet, all looked 
difcouraging ; but I believed, that it was the 
Lord who had thus far brought me forward, 
and that he would difpofe of pie as he faw 
good J and therein I ftlt eafy : fo we kindled a 
fire, with our tent open to it ; and, with fomc 
bu(hes next the ground, and then our blankets, 
we made our bed, and, lyiug down,, got fome 
fleep; and, in the morning, feeling a little un- 
well, 1 went into the river ; the, water was 
cold, but foon after 1 felt fre(h and well. 

The eleventh day of the fixth month, the 
bufhes hfing wet, we. tarried in our tent till 
about eight o'clock i when, going on, we crofled. 
a.high mountain fuppofed to be upwards of 
tour miles over 5 the fteepnefs on the north-, 
fide exceeding all the others. Wp alfo crofle^ 
two fw/amps, and, it raining near night, wc 
pitched our tent and lodged. 
.. About noon, on ouf w:ay, we were over- 
taken by one of the Moravian .bre^|;iren, go- 
ing to Wehaloofing, and an Indian man 
with him, who could talk Englifti 5 and we, 
being together while our horfes ate grafs, had 
fome friendly converfation ; but they, tra- 
velling fafter than we, foon left us. This 
Moravian, 1 underflcod, had fpent fome 
time this fpring at Wehaloofmgi and was, 
K4 by 
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ty fome of the Indians^ invited to come 
^ain. 

1 The twelfth diy of the fixth mooth, an4 
foft of the week, it being a rainy day, we 
continued in oiir tent; and here Iwas led to 
^nk on the^ nature of the exercife which 
haih attehdied me : love was the firO: moticHi^ 
and thence a condern arofe to fpepd fome tini« 
wkh ihfc Indians, that I might feel and un-; 
dcrftand their life, and the fpirit they, live; 
in, if haply I might receive fome inftruaioa- 
fr¥»rtithem, or they be in any degree helped 
forwird by my following the leadings of; 
truth amohgfl: them: and, as it pleafed th,(i 
Lord to make way for my going at a time, 
when the troubles of war were increafing, 
and when, by reafon of much wet weather, 
travelling was more difficult than ufual at 
that feafonP, I looked upon it as a more fe- 
vouttbte- o|pportuhity to feafori my mind, and ? 
bring m* into a nearer fympatby with them; • 
and, as same eye was to the great Father of ^r 
mercies, humbly defiring to learn what his 
will^%a^'cohcerning me, I was made quiet and : 
conpent? ^^ 

Otfr guide's horfe, though hoppled, went 
away: in the night; after finding our own, . 
andVifarching fome time for him, his footfteps - 
were, difcovered in the path going back again, j 
whereupon my kind companion went off in . r^ 
the rain, and, about feven hours after, rc^-* ; 
tqrnigd with him : and here we lodged again j,.^;., 
tyingf- up our horfcs before we went to bed,, . > 
9nd kofing them to feed about break pf day, ^,.^ y^ 
:-^-^^---V^^^'' '•-'■'' ■ On ' 
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* On the thirteenth day of the fixth month* 
the fun appearing, we fet forward ; and, as I 
rode over the barren hills, my meditationf 
were on the alterations of the circumftaocct 
of the natives of this land (ince the coaling 
in oi the Englifh. The lands near the fui 
are conveniently fituated for fifhing; the 
lititis near the rivers, where the tides flow^ 
and foine above, are in many places fertile^ 
ahdtiot mountainous; while the running of 
the tides makes pafling up and down €$fy 
with any kind of traffic. Thofe nttivei 
have, in foine places, for trifling confideni- 
tiODS, fold their inheritance fo favourably . 
fitdated ; and, in other places, been driveii 
back by fuperior force; fo that in many^ 
placet?, as their way of clothing themfelvM 
IS Triow altered from what it was, and tbej^ 
far remote from us, have to paf& over niotiii«- 
taihs, fwamps, and barren defarts, travcUiof^ 
is very troublcfomc, in bringing tjjieir ikins and .^. 
furMo trade with us. v i, • ,ti: . ; 

By the extending of Englifk fettlenieoli^ 
and partly by Englilh hunters, the wildbeafli^ r» 
they chiefly depend on for a./ubiiftance^ are 
not fb plenty as they were; and people too 
often, for the fake of gain, open ; a door for 
themf to wafte their fkins an^.furs, in purcba* 
fing a liquor which tends to the ruin of theor 
and &cir families. 

My own will and defires were now very 
much broken, and my heart, with much 
earnefthefs, turned to the Lord, to whom 
alooQ I looktd for help in the dangers befoK 
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rae. I had a proipedt of the Engliih alqng 
|be coaft, for upwards of nine hundred 
mik^y where I had travelled ; and. the far. 
yeurable iituation of the EnglKb^ and the 
^difficulties attending the natives in many: 
place^^ and the negroes, were open before 
9)e ; and a weighty and heavenly care canae 
over, my mind, and love filled my heart to-: 
ward ftii mankind, in w}iich I felt a (Irong 
tngagecpeht, that we might be obedient to 
the Lord) while, in tender mercies, he is yet 
^lliag to us; and fo attend to p^urejinivj^^ 
^)rigljteou(i^^ as to give no juft caufe of 
^^ncelo the^Gentiles, who do not profefe 
Cbriftianity, whether the blacks from Africa, 
OF the native inhabitants of this continent: 
wd here I was led into a clofe laborious 
^f[(»^ryo whether I, - as an individual, kept 
clear from all things which tended to ilir up, 
Oif were connected with wars, either in this 
land or Africa ^ and my heart was deeply 
concerned, that, in future, I might in all 
things keep fteadily to the pure truth, and 
lige and walk in the plai nnefs and fimplicj ty 
^ a Sincere follQwer ofjChrift/ And, in this 
lonely^ourney, 1 didTthis day, greatly be- 
wail the fpreading of a wrong fpirit, be- 
lieving, that the profperous, convenient,, ii- 
tuation of the EngliQi, requires a confbnc 
attention to divine love and wifdom to guide 
and fupport us in a way anfwerable to the 
will, of that good, gracious j and almighty 
Peingi who hath an equal regard to all. xpan-y 
kind;, fmd, ^ere^ luxury and coyttqujgx^^i^ 

with 
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With the numerous opprefCons, «nd other 
evils attending them, appeared very afRic- 
tiilg to me ; and I fek in tliat vtrhich it itn-^ 
mutabie, that the feeds of great calamitf 
and defolation are fown and growing &A tM 
this continent : nor have I words fufficient tx> 
fet forth that longing I then felt, that we;^ 
who are placed along thei}*aftv ind have tail:*. 
ed the love and goodntfs of 6od^ might ntifb 
in bis ftrength; and, like, fttthfol raeflen^ 
gerSi labour to check the growth of the^ 
feeds, that they may not ripen to the ruin of 
our pofterity- 

We reached the Indian fettlement at Wio*^ 
ming : and here we were told, that an In^ 
dian runner had been at that place a day or 
two before us, and brought news of the Inw» 
dians taking an Engtiih fort wcAward, and^ 
deftroying the people, and that they were- 
endeavouring to take another ; and alfo, that' 
another Indian runner came there about the^ 
middle of the night before we got there,' 
who came from a town about ten miles: 
above Wehaloofing, and brought news, that* 
fome Indian warriors, from diftant pattSil 
came to that town With two Engliih fcalps y 
and told the people, that it was war withF 
the EngiiA. 

Our guides took us to the houfe of a very^ 
ancient man $ and, ibon after we had put ml 
our baggage, there Came a man from ano^' 
tber Indian houie fome diftance off; and l^i 
perceiving there was a man near the dooTv 
vtafc^ toAt ;- ^ gnd^ haying a tomahawk . 
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terapped under his matchcoat out of iiglil^ 
'>s ^approached him, he took it in his hands 
, li however, went forward, and, fpeaking to 
him in a friendly way, perceived he under- 
flood- ibme Engltih : my^ companion then 
coming out, we had fome talk with him 
concerning the nature of our vifit in thefe 
parts; and then he going into the Jiouie 
viitb us, and talking with our guides, foon 
appebred friendly, and fat down and fnio- 
fc^ his pipe. Though his taking his hatchet 
in his hand, at the inftant I drew near to him, 
had a difagreeable appearance, I believe he had 

00 other intent than to be in readinefs in cafe 
any violence was offered to him. 

Hearing the news brought by thefe In- 
dian runners, and being told by the Indians 
where we lodged, that what Indians were 
about Wioming expedted, in a few days, to 
move to fome larger towns, I thought that, 
to all outward appearance, it was dangerous 
travelling at this . time ; and was, after a 
iiard day's journey, brought into a painful 
exercife at night, in which I had to ti*ace 
back, and view over, the fteps 1 had taken 
from my iirft moving in the vi£t ; and though 

1 had to bewail fome weaknefs which, ac 
times, had attended me, yet I could not 
find that I had ever given way to a wil- 
ful difobedience : and theq, as I beHeved I 
had^ under a fenfe of duty, come thus: far^ 
I was now eamefl: in i^irit, befeechinjg^ the 
Lord to (htw me what I ought to . do. In 
this great diftrefs I grew jealoos of myfelf^ 

left 
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{eft the defire of reputation* as a itt^ 
firmly fettled to perfevere through da^^ 
gers» or the fear of difgrace ;ariiiog m 
my returning without performing the .v^** 
fit, might have fome place in me: iI^u^)[ 
lay, full of thoughts, great part of the iiijmt, 
white my beloved companion lay ana.^pt 
by me } till the L ord> my_ gf acious Fa^lyr, 
who faw dbe conflidtj. of my ~^ni ^ w as 
j>leafed to give quietnds": TtEen t was .again 
ftrengthened to commit ^3r~^fe7""awdj^^ 
things relating thereto, iiHO; his ^hq^v^ly 
hands ^ and, getting a little fieep-'icfWSf^'^^^ 
when morning came we arofe. . , , ^ - 

On the fourteenth day of the fixth mo^th, 
we fought out and viiited all the Indians 
hereabout that we could meet with; they 
being chiefly in one place, about a mile ijroai 
where we lodged, in all. perhaps tw^pty. 
Here I expreifed the care I had on my niind 
for their good ; and told them, t&at trap 
love had made me willing thus to leaye^y 
family to come and fee the Indians, ^od 
fpeak with them in their houfes. Some 
of them appeared kind and friendly. So. we 
took our leave of thefe Indians : and went 
up the river Sufquehanoah, about three 
^liles, to the houfe of an Ipdian, calle^ Ja- 
cob January, who had killed his hog; and 
the women were making fiore of bread,r and 
preparing to move up the river. Here ojir 
pilots left their canoe when they came down 
in thefpring, which, lying dry, was leaky; 
ibthat we, being detained fome hours, had 

a good 
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% good deal of friendly converfatibn wifh 
the family $ and^ eating dinner with ihem^ 
ive made them fome fmall prefents. Thend 
ttittin|; our baggage in the canoe, Tome of 
(hem pufhed flowly up the ftrcam, and the 
reft of us rode our horfes ; and fwimming 
^em over a creek, called Lahawahamunk, 
iwt pitched our tent a little above it, there being 
a ihovver in the evening : andj in a fenfe dF 
.pod's goodnefs in helping me in my diftrefs, 
fiiftaining me under trials, and inclining 
tny heart to truft in him, I lay down in an 
hmnble bowed frame of mind, and had a com- 
fprtable night's lodging. 

On the fifteenth day of the fixth month, 
we proceeded forward till the afternoon* 
when, a ftorm appearing, we met our canoe 
'at an' appointed places and, the rain conti* 
ntnng, we fbyed all ni^t, which was fb 
heavy, that it beat through our tent, and wet 
us and our baggage. 

'On the fixteenth day, we found, on oiir 
way, abundance of trees blown down with 
the ftorm the day before ; and had occafion re* 
vcrently to confider the kind dealings of the 
Lord, who provided a fafe place for us in a 
▼alley, while this ftorm condnu^d. By the 
falling of abundance of trees acrofs our path; 
we were much hindered, and in fome fwamps 
our way was fo flopped, that we got through 
with extreme difficulty. 

I had this day often to confider myfelf as t 
fojoumer in this world ; and a belief in the aH- 
fufficiency of God to fupport his people- in 

their 
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thdr pilgrimage felt comfortable to me'i and I 
was induftriouily employed to get to a ftate^cnf 
perfc<a refignation. *- 

We feldom faw our canoe but at appdb*- 
cd places, by reafon of the path going djf 
from the river: and, this afternoon, JobChK 
la way, an Indian from Wchalbofing, wlib 
talks' good English, and is acquainted wfdi 
fcvcral people in and about Philadelphia,* tptJt 
odr people on the river ; and, underf!aiidin|; 
where we expedted to Ibdge,^ pufhed baift 
abooSt fix ijbiles, and came 16 us after-. mght^ 
stfid lYi a While our own canoe came, it be£- 
ing hard wdtk pufliing up. ftrcam. Job tblft 
us, that an Indian came in hafte to thei^ 
towrt yejlerday, and tdd them, that three 
waitioirs/ ddrning from fome difbfrce, -lodgi- 
ed in a town above Wchalbofing a few hfgUtb 
pafti anH- tfiat thefc tllrce menwert coin^ 
againft t^ic Ehglrih at Juniata. Job wjfe 
going down the river to the provSncfe-^ftcift 
at Bhamokin. - Though I was fo farfaiWrtr^ 
cd xyith health as to continue travcBTiig^, yttf> 
through the various difixculties in piir jouH* 
ncy, anj3 the difierent Wajr of livingf ftbiSi 
what I had bfccn ufed 'to,.I-grew ficl} atiS 
ihc ne^ of thefc warnors 'oeing on theft- 
txiartfa fo near us, and not knowing^- wliiK 
iher we mieht not fall jn with them,' Wa»\4 
frefti trial of my faith j and though, throtr^ 
the ilrength of divine love, I had fcveral tifnes 
beep epabled to commit myfelf to the tfi vine 
difpofal, I iliH found the want of my ftrength 
to be renewed, that I might pcrfevere therein ; 

and 
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and my cries for help were put up to the Lord^ 
who> in great mercy, gave me ^ rcfigpejl 
heart, in which I found quietnefs* 

On the feventeenth day, parting from Job 
Chilaway, we went on, and reached Weha- 
loo^ng about the middle of the afternoon } 
and the firfl Indian that we hyr was a w6^ 
man of a modeft countenance, with a. bible^ 
who firft fpake to our guide ; and then, with 
A harmonious voice, exprefTed her gladnei^ 
at feeing us, having before heard of our 
coming: then, by the diredtion of our guide^ 
we fat down on a log; and he went to. the. 
town, to tell the people we were come. My 
companion and I fitting thus together, in a 
deep inward Aillnefs, the poor /woman can^e 
juid fat near us ; and, great awfulnefs co oiing 
Qfvcr ujii^we rejoiced in a fc nfe of Go5^j^ lo ve 
PMrtife^d to jai r poor iouls ^ After a while, 
we 'faeirda conk(hell blow feveral times, and 
then came John Ciirtis, and another Indian 
JOan; who kindly invited us into a houfe near 
die town, where we found, I fuppofe, about 
fixty people fitting in filence i and, after fitting 
a foort time, I flood up, and in fooie tenderr 
nefs c( fptrit acquainted them with the nature 
4>f my viut, and that a concern for their good 
Jiad made me willing to come thus far to fee 
them; all in a few fhort fentences, which 
ibme of them underflanding interpreted to the 
others, and there appeared gladnefs amongfl 
thenu Then I fhewed them iny certificate, 
which was explained to them > and the IVIo- 
• ' r^vian. 
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fatian, who overtook us on the way, being 
now here, bade me welcome. 

On the eighteenth day, we refted ourfelvcs 
this forenoon ; and the Indians, knowing that 
the Moravian and I were of different rcli*: 
gious focieties, and as fome of their people 
had encouraged him to come and flay a 
while with them, were, I believe, concerned^ 
that ho jarring or difcord might he in their 
mefctings : and they, I fuppofc, having con- 
ferred together, acquainted me, that the 
people, at my requeft, would, .at any time, 
come together, and hold meetings) and aU 
fo told me, that they expe^ed the Moravian 
would fpeak in their fettled meetings, which 
are commonly held morning and near even- 
ing. So I found liberty in my. heart to fpealc 
to the Moravian, and told him. of the ^paro 
1 felt on my mind for the good of thefe peo* 
pie; and that I believed no ill efiFefl:s would 
follow it, if I fometimcsfpake in their meet-; 
ings i^Ken love engaged me ,theretQ^ witb« 
out cialling them together at times when they., 
did Rot meet of courfe : whereupon he ex-* 
preflcd his goodwill toward my fpeaking, 
at arly time, all that I found in my heart- 
to fay : fo, near evening, I was at their meetr 
ing, where the pure gofpel-love was felt, to 
the tendering fomc of our hearts ; and the 
interpreters, endeavouring to acquaint the 
people with what I faid in (hoct fcntences,. 
found fome difficulty, as none of them were 
quite perfeft in the Engli(h and Delaware 
tongues, fo they helped one another, and we 
L laboured 
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labored alang^ divine love ^tendiiyg : and 
afterwards, feeling thy mind covered with 
the fyitit of prayer; 1 tfold the intcrprciers 
that I found it in my heart ta pray to God; 
and believed, if I prayed aright, he would 
hear me, and expreiTed niy willingnefs for 
them ta omit mterpreting ; &> our meeting 
ended with a degree of divine love: and/ 
before: the people went oiK, I obfervcd Pa-* 
punehang (the man who had been zealoaa 
in labouring for a reformation in that town, 
being then very tender) fpoke to one of the 
interpreters: and I was afterwards told that 
he faid in fobflance as follows ^ '^ I love td 
•* feel where words come fromJ' 
' On the nineteenth day, and firft of the 
week, this morning, in the aieeting,^ the In-* 
diar», who came with the Moravian/ being al-» 
fb a member of that fociety, prayed; and 
iSicn the Moravian fpake a fbort time to; the 
people : and, in the afternoon, they conaing 
together, and my heart being fillra with a 
heavenly care for their gobd, I fpake to tfaeo^ 
awhile by interpreters j but none of thea> 
being pcrfcift in the work, and I, feelingi the 
current of love run ftrong, told the inter*^ 
preters, that I believed fome of the people 
would underftand me, and fo I proceeded.: 
in which exercife, I believe the Holy Ohoft 
wrought on fome hearts to edification, where 
all the words were not underftood, I look* 
od upon it as a time of divine favour, and my. 
heart was' tendered and truly thankful befbte> 
the Lord ; and^ after I fat down^ ooe. of the^ 

interpreters 
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ioterpreters feeoied ipidted togivi the Indians 
the fvibftance of what I had faid;: . , 
: Bdfoirt. oar firft meeting, this morning, I 
wasrled to meditate; on the manifold diffi"* 
fjdlcjcfi'of thcfc; jndianfi. who^ by.: the per- 
caiflion.' of the fix nations^; dwell in thefe 
parts y. and at near • fym pat hy with them wa$ 

raifed in. meji anri^ my h^^ff hftjng pnlargp.H ifj^ 

thelwreol Chrift» I thoaghLlhattht affedit 
oaate:jcaTO of a.;gdod nia n^fbg-hi^-oply- brother 
in ^C^^^n ^bts.fnoLx KQCfid w hat I then felt 
for^that people*. . j 

i. I catric to this place 'through much trou^ 
ble; and though, through the mercies of 
• God, I believ«d^ . that if I died in the jour-? 
ney, it would .be well with me; yqc the 
thoughts of faliingi into the hands of Indian 
warriors were, in timefr of w^akftCifo, a^ilic-r 
tiiig to me j andV bein^^ of at tender conllitu- 
tion of body,, the thoughts of captivity 
jimongft them^were* at .ti?mes, grievous j ^9 
fuppofing,. that they ijeing lirowg 8,13d .hard.y» 
mtg^t demand fervice of me .beyoj7d>v^hat I 
pouid well bear \ but the Lord aipne was mj{ 
ktfeper;- and I believed,, if I wtentintp capti-! 
vky, it would be for fome good end.j and 
thus, fi^orti time to time, my mind was! cenrj 
teiedin refignation, in which I always found 
(^ctnefe. And now, this day,, though I h.act 
the fame dangerous wildernefs between ix}q 
aod home, i was inwardly joyful thai the 
irfjcA had ftrengthcned me to corqe on tbia 
fifit, and niaiaifefted a fatherly care over m& 
Mmy^poor lowJy condition, when in ;nine 
::iiui L 2 own 
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own eyes I appeared inferJQr to tpany a« 
inongft the Indians. 

' When the laft - mentioned meeting was 
eodedy it being night Papunebang went to 
bed J and, one of the interpreters fitting by 
me, 1 obfervcd Papunehang fpokc with an 
:karmonious voice, I fuppofe a minote or 
two : and, afking the interpreter, I was tbld, 
that ^' he was exprefiing his thankfulnefs to 
God for the favours he had received Yhat 
days and prayed that he would continue to 
favour him with that fame, which be had 
experienced in that meeting," And though 
papunehang had before agreed to receive the 
Moravian, and join with thern, he ftill ap« 
peared kind and loving to us. 

On the twentieth day, I was at two meet* 
ings, and filent in them. 

The twcnty-firft day. This morning, m 
meeting, my heart was enlarged in pure Ibvc 
amongil them, and, in (hort plain lentepces, 
1 exprefled fever^l things that reiled upon me, 
which one of the interpreters gave the peo- 
ple pretty readily ; after which, the mieeting 
ended in fupplication, and I had caufe hqxQ^ 
bly to acknowledge the loving- kindnefs of 
the Lord toward usj and then I believed 
that a door remained open for the faithful 
difciples of Jefus Chrift to labour amongft 
. thefe people. 

, I now feeling my mind at liberty to re- 
tura, took my leave of them in generiaj, at 
the conclufion of what^ I faid in meeting 1 
tnd fo we prepared, to go boxneward: but 

fome 
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fomc of their moft adtivc men fold us, that, 
when we were ready to move, the people 
would choofe to come and fhake hands with 
u£ ; which thofe who ufually come 10 meet* 
ing did : and,' from a fecret draught in my 
mind, I went amongft fome who did not 
ufe to go to meeting, and took my leave of 
then^alfp: And the Moravian and his Indian 
interpreter appeared refpeftful to us at part- 
ijig. This town flands on the bank of Suf- 
quehannah, and confilts, I believe, of about 
forty houfes, moflly compact together; fome 
about thirty feet long, and eighteen wide, 
ibme bigger, fome lefs; moflly built of fplit 
plank, one end fct in the ground, and the 
other pinned to a plate, on which lay raf- 
ters, and covered with bark. I underftand 
a great flood lafl winter overflowed the chief 
part of the ground where the town ftands ; 
and fome were now about moving their houfes 
to higher ground. 

We expedcd only two Indians to be Obr 

company ; but, when we were ready to go, 

* ^e found many of them were going to Bettk- 

Jehem with fkins and furs, who chofe to 

. gp in company with us : fo they loaded two 

"canoes, which they deflred us to go in, tel* 

.ling lis, that the waters were fo raifed with 

"the rains, that the horfes (hould be taken by 

Xuch as were better acquainted with the 

fordii)g places : fo we, wiih feveral Indians, 

went in the cacoes, and others went on 

^ ^orfes, there being fevcn bcfides ours. And 

.fwcL meeting with the horfemen once on the 

L 3 ^H^.V 
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way by appointment, and that near night, 
a little below a branch called Tankhannah, 
we lodged there; and feme of the young' 
men, going oirt a little before dufk with th^ir 
guns, brought in a deer. 

On the twcnty-fecohd day, throCigh d-iti-^ 
gence, wc reached Wiomiftg befott ni|;ht, 
5nd underilood the Indians' tverc m6ftly-^yto6^ 
fronn this place: here we went up a'ftndll 
creek into the woods with' our canoes, addi* 
pitching our tent, carried out our tj^ggage \ 
and before dark our hdr-feg c^meto iiS, 
» On the twenty- third day In the-toorbiirg 
their horfes were loaded^ and we 'pltfefpar-ed' 
our baggage aind fo kt forward, beidg iTlJfftl 
fourteen ; and, with dih'gent travelling,: were 
favoured to get near half way to Fort- Allen/ 
The land on this road from Wioming to our 
frontier being moftly poor, and good gfafs 
fcarcc, they chofe a piece of low ground to 
lodge on, as the beft for grazing ;• and I, 
having fweated much in trivelling, and fee- 
ing weary, flept found $ !• perceived- in the' 
night that I had taken cold, of which I was 
favoured to get better ioon. * •' =' 

On the twenty- fourth day we piiiTed F^rt-!- 
Allen, -and lodged near' it in the ^oeds, ■ 

Having forded the wcfterly branch of Qg* 
laware three times, we thereby had ^ lliorter 
way, and mifled going ovtr the top of -the 
Blue Mountains, called the fccond rifilge. fn 
the fecond time fording, where the ri^crc'uts 
through the mountain, the waters being rapid 
and pretty deep, and my compaoioh*s mare 

being 
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beiog a tall, tra£iable, animal, he fundry 
times drove her back through the river, and 
they loaded her with the burthens of fomc 
fmall horfes, which they thought not fuffici- 
cnt to come through with their loads- 

The tTQubles weft ward, and the difficulty 
/or Indians to!pafs through our frontier, I ap- 
prehend, was one reafon wl)y fo many camej 
afi . expfifting that our . being in company 
.would. prevent the outfide inhabitants from 
ibeing fucprifcd. 

On the twenty-fifth day we TCZchtA BetlY- 
.lchem> taking care bn.tbe way to keep fort- 
:inoft,,and to acquaint people on and near 
tibe road who thefe Indians were t t&ie wfe 
found very needful; for the frontier inbabi- 
rants were often alarmed at the report of Eng- 
lifh being killed by Indians weft ward. 

Anaongft dor company were fome whom J 
^did.hot remember to have feeh at ipeeting, 
and fomc!of tliefe, at.firft, were very refcrved^ 
but,. we b^ingieverabdays together,/ and bei- 
•having friendly toward them, and ^making 
.them fui^able returns for the fcrvices they -did 
fUS,' they became more free aiifl focidl; '- • i^i 
. On the I twenty -fix'th daiy . ami'firll of thie 
week, leaving caref^illy cnde^oured to fettle 
aU' affiairs with the Indians relative to our 
JQurneyj we took leave of ihem, and I 
thought they generally parted with us af*- 
fedtion^tely 5 fo we, getting to Richland, had 
a very comfortable meeting amongft our 
friends : here I parted with my kind friend 
and companion, Benjamin Parvin ; and, 'ac- 
L 4 companied 
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companied by my friend, Samuel Foulk, we 
rode to John Cadwallader*s, from whence I 
reached home the next day^ where I found 
my family mjAiliog wclli and they, and my 
friends, all along appeared glad to Ice me re- 
turn from a jpuriiey wh^icb^ they appreheiided 
;*3ahger6)4s : .butmy n^ 1 wa&ouc, 

;Kad beei}.. fa.Cmpldyfi^ in fl^riving for ^ per^ 
."Yea refign^^onu^an^ 

\ H rmeyin a pellgj^t^ the « Lord 

VilnglvrTej^ nae* would 

i^ WcnV^r goodiT I was careful left I fbould 
admiFany degree of ielfiflinefsin bciag glad 
overmuch, and laboured to improve by/thofe 
trials in fuch a manner as my gracious. Fa- 
ther and Protedtbr intends .for me. Between 
the £ngli(h inhabitants and Wehaloofing 
we had only a narrow path, which^ in many 
'places is much grown up with buOies, and 
interrupted by abundance pf trees lying 
acrols it; thefe, together with the moun- 
tains, fwamps, and rough fiones, make it a 
difHiq^ult rbaa tp travel ; and the more fo,,for 
tfi^it rattlefnakes abound: there, of which, we 
Killed four : Peqplci, who have never been 
^in- fuch places^ have but an imperfe<3; idea 
,6f th^m; bpt I was not only taught, -pa* 
tlcnce^ butalfo made thankful to God, who 
thus led mQ, about and inftru<^ed me, that I 
might have a quick and lively feeling of 
tlie :*fflidions of my fellow-creatures^, ^feofe 
jStq at ion in. life is iJ ifiic ult^ . ;, v 



C H A>. 



OF JOHN WOOLMAN. 153 



CHAP. IX. 

His reKgwus converjation with a company met 

^ to fee the tricks of a juggler — His account 

of John Smith's advice^ and tf the pro* 

ceeaings of a committee^ at the yearh/^meet^ 

' ing in ijt^r^Conteniplations on the nature 

a of true wjf dpm^ occqfioned by bearing of the 

cruelty of the Indians to their capttves"^ 

- His wfiting the families of friends at Mount'- 

I Holly y Mansfield J and Burlington^ /« 1764, 

\ and the meetings on the fea-coafi^ from Cape-' 

May^ toward Squan^ in lyb^'-^His vijlt to- 

the lower counties on Delaware, and the 

eafiern Ihore of Maryland^ in 1766, in 

company with John Sleeper i with fome mC'- 

count of Jofepb Nichols and his followers ; 

and ohfervattons on the different fiate of the 

jipfi fettlers in Pemfyhdnia who depended 

on their own labour ^ and thofe of the Jbum 

' them provinces who kept ne^oes^-'-His v$r 

^ JSting the northern parts of Newjerjfey 

the fame year, and the wejlern parts ^ 

Maryland and Pennfyhanid /Vi 1767, Md 

'afterwards other parts of Pennfylvania^^ 

. emd the families rf friends dt Mount-HoUyi 

: and again, feverdl parts of Maryland in 

: %yt2^^ Farther confiderations on keeping 

Jlaves I and his concern for having former^ 

ly, as em executor, been party to the fale 

of one i and what he did in confequence of 

it 



it— 'Thoughts on friends exercijing offices 
in civil government. 

THE lattcf-part'of'^tHe fimmer, 1763, 
there came a man to Mount-Holly, 

ViH«sirati«ftl»-'thaii^ a'ti a. djBrtain public^ioBfe, 
farv^()^\ihfeiW iQany.wondi^^ ^^il^tlqos^ 

y*^ .Titis iseaoio at the tkoA . .appoiotol> '^di^^^.^. by 

tb^fi^'ig^tberedv appeared ^raflge4^' vA^^^ ^ ^ 
• v\E4i*jiifNci .day,: \^ hearing of i|>-Wjd under- 
(Ijitodji^ that. the (bew wm to htficonubved 
th^ Dj^xtimght, andjb^c people to. «ni^ about 
£!in-iet,''£dU -^ exercifc on that, acco Vint t fo 
llwwt to ibe pablic-houfe in thcc'^vefting 
capd jtoid theVmaa.of th« hpufe thxit J Jbad : an 
inolinatipri to fpcnd ,a part of tl>^,'CTCDing 
th^fe:;. wtbf ivhioh be fi§nifi?d that 4>e was 
cont^t/..\TbeD,, fitting down by the:dQQr» I 
l^iak^ i^ th^; peopled aa.lhey . came to^f^lber, 
COT^cerning this fhew^; ^and, .more cooaingxand 
fitting:, down with 1^ tbcs* feats of tb^ i^or 
^re/moA)^ billed ; ^ndi bad f^tfivepfatjon 
Mwth. tbjjm. on* the ftar of the LcNfdy.^arjd Ja- 
Iwmrqd ^convince themvthat, thusafi^^tiing 
to. feeV?^wfevtri<iks'r-.of:\flig of Jiand^^iind 
^Ik^tring ttfeir money x^ox&ipp^ 
io that\capacityj w«e^ro£;jio ufe in/tj^t kogld, 
iKfts contrary to. tfofi^.pature of th^-Ghr^ian 

• . Ther^was ont of the.company«irho» for a 
tim/&, xfidoavoiix^,. by acgumeat^^ ; \sx^ %ew 
..-,^ * ** the 
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the reafoftabiencfs of their proceediDge iiepc^ 
m-y but, after confidering feme texts of fcrip«i 
tfiM-e, aod calmly debating the matter^' hk; 
gave up the point. So, having fpent aboot Ail 
bour ^nxingft them, and feeling my mmd 
aafy, J •departedr- ^i 

At our pearly- Eheedng at Pbiladelphia, on 
thi twenty-*iii&h' day of the ninth montiiji 
1764; joteh'Smdth^ of Marlborougb^.aged 
upwards of f eighty years, a faaihfui mibiftef^ 
though not eloquane, ilood upin our meeting 
06 minifters and< elders, and,' appearing td 
bb under k gre^t exerciib of fpirit^ iofbrmed 
friends in'fubftance qs follows: to wit^ 
•' That be had been a member of the focietp 
upward of iixty yesirs, and well rememdbered^ 
that in thofe earJy times friends were n^ 'plain 
lowly- minded people 1 and that there 'Was 
much tendernefs and contrition in thnr 
meetings.—That, at twenty years fronsi thai 
time, the fociety, increafing in wealth,:: and ia; 
fome degree conforming to the fafliions.of^tiic 
world, true humility was lefs apparent, .and 
their meetings, in general, ^ot fo lively aiui 
edifying— Thati at the end of forty years^ 
many of them, were groWn very rich; thH 
Wearing of fine coftly gaifments, and u{ing.4tf 
filver (and other)' watches, became caft6ni»|i 
with them,' their ions; and their danghtersy 
a*nd many of the fooiety^made a fpacioc^.apK 
pearaftceiin the. world j which ma^ks of ooW 
ward wealth and greatnefs iappoar^d onfbme 
In our mtetings of minifters-and eldcFS ;-.and 
lis thefe ihings became tinorei prevalent,, io 
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the powerful pveritiadowings of the Holy 
Qboft were lefs manifeft in the fociety-—-* 
Tfaat there had been a continued increafe of 
tkeie ways of life even until now; and that 
the weaknefs which hath now overfpread 
mt fociety» and the barrennefs manifeft 
fOlongft U8« are ^matter of much ibrrow.*' 
lie. then mentioned the uncertainty of his 
attending tbefe meetings in future^ expec- 
ting his diflblution was now near; and, ha- 
tmg tenderly exprefled his concern for us, 
fignified that he had feen in the true light 
that the Lord would bring back his people 
from thefe things into which they were thus 
degenerated, but that his faithful fervants 
IDtbd firfl go through great and heavy exer* 
ci&a therein. 

:. iQn the twenty-ninth day, the committee, 
appointed by the yearly- meeting to vifit 
the ^arterly and monthly meetings, now 
gave an account in writing of their proceed- 
ings in that iervice ; in which they figni^ 
•fied, that, in ^the courfe of it, they had been 
apprehenfive that.fome perfons holding of- 
^6cc$ in: government, incon£iflent with our 
qprincipksit and others, who kept flaves, re- 
-m^ining a.^iye members in our meetings of 
-difctplineK had:J^een one means of weakneis 
jDiore and more prevailing in the manage- 
ment thereof in lome places. After this re- 
.^x>fC was read, an exercife revived oa my 
mind* which, at times, had attended me (e* 
. veral . yejars, and inward cries to the Lord 
rWcre raifed in mr, that the fear of man 

might 
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might not prevent rae from doing what . he 
required of me ; and, (landing tifr,- I^ipak^ 
in fubftance as follows : ^* I have ftk i'-'tbil^ 
dernefs in my mind, toward pericms, im ^ii6. 
circumflances mentioned in th^t. tepbtcii 
that is, toward fuch a<5tive miemberst^u 
keep ilaves, and fuch as hold offices "iJB 
civil government I and have defired, that 
friends, in aU their conduS:, may bekind^ 
ly afFedioned one toward another^ -Many 
friends, who keep flaves, arc under li^irie 
exercife on that account; and^ at times, 
think about trying them with freedom r hat 
find many things in their wtfy : and thfc 
way of living, and annual expences of ibme. 
of them, are fuch, that it feems impra&ica- 
ble for them to fet their ilaves free, without 
changing their own way of life. It has been 
my lot to be often abroad ; and I have -ob» 
ferved in fome places^ at quarterly and jreai^^ 
ly meetings, and at fome boufes wbeife tf^ 
veiling friends and their' horfes are oft^n 
entertained, that the yearly expence of in-» 
dividuals therein is very confiderable : and 

'fiends, in fome places^ crouding much . oa 
perfons in thefe circumftanote for eoterlaiil'* 
ment, hath often refted as a burthen on my 
mind for fome years paft i and I now cOB- 
pre(s it in the fear of the Lord* gr^at)y4l6- 
firing that friends now prefent may dalj^ 
iconfidcr it/' : :;i 

In the fall of this year», having hired 4k 
roan to work, I perceived, in converfatioflj^ 

'that he had been a foldier in the late wdir aa 

tUn 
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lilts 'edntiMDt ;f ^ndjf in the everfirff; giiin^ 
# narrative of his captivity -anvongA the in- 
dicklsy be inferfiied tlie that he fWw two of his 
ftitdw captives tof twed to death in a tery crow 
•l^tfidnnerir 

"This relaticflfi afFedted nue : with (s^ncfs; 
md^ which I went fobfedfj and, the mxi 
Aioitaing^ foon dfter i awoke^ a fretli and 
Kii^iigi fenfe of div*fife love. W« fpread over 
ifif^ mindriii' whil^h I had a* renewed proP 
p€& c( the nature of tbalt vrifdom from 
above^ which leads W ^ right iffe of att gift^y 
both fpirituEal and tenttporal^ and'gives contervt 
th^ein : under a fe6}in^ thereof, I wrote ae 
foBows : 

" Hath hc^ whcJ g&ve na* a beiflg attend-* 
^ with many wants^ unklioWii tot brute- 
creatures^ given me a capacity (hperior xo 
therr&i and fhewn me, thkta di^^deft-ate ajp^' 
jrfication to buiinefe is proper to my prefent^ 
dMidition I and that this/ attended whh his^ 
Uefling, may fupply aH' outward wants/ 
wkile they remain within the'bounds he ha«h^ 
fixed; and no imaginary wants, proceedings 
irom an evil ^irit/ bavei anyj^ce* in mef • 
Afteiid (hehv O myibui! toe ;tkte pure wif^ 
dom^ a^ thy fure c<«idufl;or thdough the maf-^ 
infold dangers^ m this world* J 
- Do.ih pfid6 lead tb vaaity ? Doth vani> 
ty'formi irHaginary v^nt^ ? Do thefe wants 
prompt men to exert their power in= requi«- 
i<ng that of othai's, Avhich they thcmfeltes 
Woold rather bc'cxcufcd fromi were the fame? 
leqaired of tiiem ? 
>ir: Do 
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Do tbefc proceedihgs beget hard tboUgfits f 
Do hard thoughts, wheii rtpe, b«o6tiMl tii^ 
Hcfc?- Docs malice)' when ripCr btcdri** i-e* 
vengeful ; and, ki the end, iafil&^ tcttihft 
pai*i9 oft their fcHow-creature, and^- fprtSd 
defoktion in the world ? - ^ > 

Doth mankind^ walking in upfightnii^ 
delight' ifi each others- hapflinefi^? ^ And' dtf 
ih^ft creatures, capable of ^i^ MuliVftiM*^ 
by giving way to an^^vii f^riCy'^IH^y-'the^ 
wit and' flren^gtb td eMi^ and* deHtby OM 
another?' - - ■ ■ -^ •- "'- •^•■'' 

Retoettibter then, 0»y fool! Jtbdcjtfieewfa 
of choft id Whdn) Chrift gdvermj dnd m-itl 
thy prt)eeeding8 ftfel aftei- it ! ^ •' . .« 

Doth' be conddbetid'lo blefs^ thed wi^ 
his prefence? -To mom ami :iniu<eh06 tcl 
adion ? To dwell in thee, and walk in thef6i^ 
Reinftembfer then thy ftatiort, ab a bei«g fa- 
credto'God; acdfrpt of the ftfength htnif 
offered thee; aiid take heed: tha« n^o ^eak*^ 
ricfs, in conforming to cxp€iUikte, ufen^ife^ 
and hatfd^he^rted, cuftoms, geiyddring cd dif^* 
cord and fllrife, be given^ wayio. Dosb h^ 
claim my body as his temple, and greci^ 
Gufly grant that I may be iacred to hir» ? 
Ofe'l- that I r»ay prize this favour ; and th^t 
my whole life may* be conformable to thh 
chaTa<fterl 

Renumber, O my foul! that- the princd 
' ot peace is thy Lord : that he communic?ate9 
Aw' anmixed> wifdom to his family i thaf 
&eyy livi»g^m perft^St fimplid'^, may giv* 

no 
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^(jit juft caEufe pf 4piffence to any creattfre/buC 
Q)aj^ walk as b^ walked ! ' , 
^JElayiog fck aa opennefs in ray heart to^ 
vizard vising families in pur own meetingt- 
aod.efpciciaUy in (be town of Mouai-^^HoUy, 
the place of my abode»\I mentioned it t^ 
our monthly-meeting the fore^part of : the 
winter, 1764 1 .which being agreed to, and 
feveral friends of our meeiing being united 
ia the exeroiief lye proceeded therein ; and; 
tl^ugh divinc^ favour^ were helped in the 
vv>rk^ fo that it appear^ to me as a frefli 
reviving of godly care amongft friends : and, 
the latter part of the fame winter, I joined 
m^r friends William Jones, in a vifit to friends 
families in MansQeld ; ia which labour I had 
caufe to admire the goodneis of the Lord 
toward us. 

-Having felt my mind drawn toward a 
vi0t. to friends along the fea*coa(l from Cape* 
May to near Squan ^ and alfo to vifit fomc 
people in thofe parts, amongft whom there 
is no fettled wor(bipi I joined with my be* 
loved friend, Benjamin Jones, in a vifit there, 
having friends unity therein : and, fetting off 
the twenty-fourth day of the tenth month, 
1765, we had a profperous and very (atis-^ 
fadory journey I feeling, at times, throiJ^h the 
goodnefs of the heavenly Shepherd, the gof* 
pel to flow freely toward a poor people feat* 
tered in thofe places : and foon after our re* 
turn, I joined my friends, John Sleeper awl 
Elizabeth Smith, in vifiting friends familict 

at 
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at Burlington^ there being - at this time 
about fifty families of ofir ibciety in that 
cit]^; and we had caufe humbly to adorfr 
our heavenly Father, who baptized tis in^ 
to a; feeling of the (late of the peoplfe, and 
ft^engchened us to labour in true golpel iove 
aooohgft them. 

An eirercife havingt at times/ for feverat 
ytavsi attended me, ill regard to paying a 
religious vifit to friends on theeaflern fhor6 
of Maryland^ fuch was the nature of thtft* 
exercilc, that I believed the Lord moved me 1 
to travel oa foot a:inongft them, char, by io\ 
trav^ffing; 1 might have a moi-e lively feeling ; 
of^the condition of the opprefTed flaves, fct 
an ciamprc of lowlinefa licfdre the eyes bf 
rtair diafters, and be more out of the way of 
temptation to unprofitable converfe* 

The time now drawing near in which I 
believed it my duty to lay my concern be* 
fore our monthly-meeting, I i perceived, in 
converfation with my beloved friend, John 
Sleeper, that be Was under a concern to tni« 
vel the fame way, and alfo to If^vel on foot 
in the form of a fervant amongft them, as 
he.exprefled it. This he told me before he 
knew aught of my exercife. 

We, being thu£ drawn the fame way, laid 
our exercife and the nature of it before 
friends I and^ obtaining certificates, we fet 
off the fixth ddy of the fifth month, 17661 
and were at meetings with friends at WiU 
miogton, Duck^Creek, Little- Creek, iind Mo^ 
M therkilb 
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thefki)! ;f; my. heart being iundry times ten^ 
der^d under .thei4ivine influence, aud enlar-' 
ged in IpVe toward the people atnongil whom 
we travelled. 

From Motherkill, we croffed the country 
about tbirty-fiue miles to friends at Tucka-^ 
hoe in Maryland, and had a meeting there and 
Bt Marfby-Creek* , 

At thefe^ our threis laii meetings, were a 
confiderable number of people, followers of 
one Jofeph Nichols, a preacher ; who, I uQr 
derfland, is. not in outward fellowfhip with 
any religious fociety of people, but profcf- 
feth nearly the fame principles as our fociety 
dotk, and often travels up and down apt 
pointing meetings, to which many people 
come. I heard fome friends fpeaking ^&}ai^ 
of their neighbours, who had been irreb'gi* 
pm people, that were now his followers, and 
were beqome fober well-behaved men and 
women. 

Som.e irregularities, I hear, have been 
amongft the people at feveral of his meet- 
ings ; but, from the whole of what I have 
pcrceivedf I believe the man and fome of hia 
followers are honeftly diipofcd, but that 
fkilful fathers are waoting among them: 
from hence we went to Choptank and Third 
Haven; and thence to Queen Anne's. The 
weather having fome days pad been hot and 
dry, and we, to attend meetings purfuaat to 
appointment, having travelled pretty fteadily^ 
and had hard labQur in meetings, I grevv. 

weakly. 
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weakly," at which I wis; for a time, difcou-* 
ra^^ed / but, looking ovtfr bur journey, and 
thinkiryg hcwr* the Ldrd' had fufyported our 
minds afl<i bodies, fo that we got forward 
much f^fter than rexjiefted'befOTe we came 
out, I now faw (h^t'I "had been in danger of 
too ftrongly- defiring'tc^get foon through the 
joiirney, and that this bbdily wcaknefs, now 
attehdtog^- ttie, was 'k 'kintfnefs- to me; and 
then,' ift contrition' of fjMtit, I ''became very 
thihkful to my gracious Fafher; for this mra* 
niftftation of his IoiHb; and, in- humble fub*- 
miffion to^ his will, my traft*ea(s' renewed m 
him: 

On this part of our jautney, I had many 
th6ughts on the difFereht circumftanccs of 
friends, ' who inhabit PennTylvania and Jcr* 
fey, from thole who dwell in Maryland, Vir- 
gifVJa, and Carolina. Pennfylvania and Ncw- 
Jtrfey were fettPed by many friends, who 
were convinced of our principles in England 
in times of luffering, and, coming over, 
bf.aghi! lands of the natives, and applied 
tht^mfclves to hofbandry in a peaceable way; 
and many of their children were taught to la- 
bour for their living. 

Few friends, I believe, came frotn Eng- 
land to fettle in any of thcfe fouthern pro- 
vinces ; but, by the faithful labours of tra- 
veling friends in early times, there were con- 
fiderable convincements amongft the inhabi- 
tants of thefe parts. Here I remembered my 
reading of the warlike diipofition of many 
Ma of 
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'of the firft fettkrs in thofe provinces, and 
of their pumeroos engagements with the na^ 
tives, in which oiucbl, blood was (hed^ even 
in the infancy of thofe colonics, Thefe peor 
ple» inhabiting tbofe places, being grounded 
in cuftoms contrary to the pure truth, when 
fome of them were affe^ed with the powcti^ 
ful preaching of the word of life» and 
joined in fdlowflitp with our fociety, they 
had a great work to go through. It is ^* 
fervable, in the Hiftory of the Reformatioa 
from PoperyjL that it had a gradual progreis 
from age to age^ ^the uprightneis of the 
firft reformers, in attending to the h'ght and 
underftanding given them, opened the way 
for fincere^^hearted people to proceed farther 
afterward ; and thus, each one truly fearing 
God, and labouring ig .thofe works of righte- 
oufnefs appointed for. Ixiin in his day^ 
findeth acceptance with him: though, through 
the darkneis of tlie times, and the corrup- 
tion of manners and cuiloms, fome upright 
men may have bad little more for their day's 
work than to attend to the righteous princi* 
pie in their: minds, as it related to their qwn 
condudt in life, without pointing out to 
others the whole extent of that, which the 
(ame principle would lead fucceeding ages 
jiato. Thus, for inflance, amongft an impe- 
rious warlike people, fupported by oppre0ed 
ifl^ves, fome of thefe maders, I fuppofe, are 
awakened to feel and fee their error; and, 
through fincere repentance, ceafefronii oppref-^ 

fion. 
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iGon, and becooie like fathers to their kr* 
varits; (hewing, by their example, a pat- 
tern of humility in living, and moderation 
in governing, for the inftrudtion and admo-^ 
nition of their loppf'effing neighbours ; thofe, 
Mrithout carryifigf- -the reformation farther, 
I believe, have found acceptance with the 
Lorxl* Such was tht beginmDg; and thofe 
who fucceeded thetii, and have faithfully at- 
tended to the ftature and fpirit of the re- 
formation^ have feeh ' the neceiiity of pro- 
ceeding forward, and not only to inftruft 
Mher^,: by their example, in governing well, 
but alio to ufe means to prevent their fuc- 
ceflbrs from having fo much power to op- 
pttfs others. 

Here I was reAewedly confirmed in my 
miind, that the Lord (whofc tender mercies 
afe over all his works, and whofe ear is open 
to the cries and groans of the opprefled; is 
gtacioufly moving on the hearts of people, 
to draw them off from the defire of wealth, 
and bring them into fuch an humble, lowly, 
*Way of living, that they may fee their way 
clearly, to repair to the ftandatd of true 
righteoufnefs ; and not only break the yoke 
of oppreflion, but know him to be their 
flrength and fupport in a time of outward 
afflidion. 

We, paffing on^ croffedChefter- River j and 

had a meeting there, and at Cecil and Saffa- 

fras. Through my bodily weaknefs, joined 

with a heavy exercife of ipind, it was to me an 

M 3 humbling 
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humbling, difpenfation, fifnd I Jidd, a very 
lively feeling of the ftate of the oppreffed ; 
yet 1 often thought, that what! j&ifFcred wa« 
little, compared with the fufferings of the 
bleffed Jefus^ and many of his faithful foli- 
lowersi aad may fay, with thankfuln)C&, I 
was. Djiadc content. 

Froiq Saflafras we: went pretty dir^^ly 
home, where we found our families wcHj 
and, for feyeral weeks aft^ our return^ il had 
often to look over our journey: and (bougb-lo 
me it appeared as a fniall fervice, and that 
fome faithful meUcngers will yet have more 
bitter cups* to drink io; thofe fouiheiaa proving- 
ces, for ChriA's fake„ than w^ had i yet I 
found peace in that I had been helped to walk 
in fincerity, according to the underftanding 
and ftrength given me. 

On the thirteenth day of the. eleventh 
month, 1766, with the unity of friends at 
our monthly- meeting, in company with my 
beloved frieud, Benjamin Jones, I fet out on 
a vifit to friends in the upper part of this 
province, having bad drawings of love in 
my heaijt that way a confiderablc time ; w€ 
travelled as far as Hardwick 1 and I had in* 
ward peace in my labours of love amongft 
them. 

Through the humbling difpenfationsof di- 
vine Providence, tny mind hath been brought 
into a farther feeling of the difficulties of 
frieads and their fervants foutb- weft ward s 
apd, b^ing often engaged in fpirit on their 

acpount| 
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account, I believed it my duty to walk into 
feme parts of the wcftern fhore of Mary- 
land, on a religious vilit : jand, having ob- 
tained a certificate from friends of our month* 
fy- meeting, I took my leave of my famfily 
under the heart-tendering operation of truth; 
and, on the twentieth day of the fourth 
month, 1767, I rode to the (trrj oppofite 16 
Philadelphia, and fronri thence walked to 
William Home's, at Derby, that evening; an4 
next day purfucd- my journey alone^ and 
45eached Concord wttk-day meeting. 

Difcouragements and a weight of diftrels 
had, at trmes, at^nded me in this lonefomc 
Wklk ;. through which affliftions, I was mer- 
cifully preferved : and how, fitting down with 
friends, my mrnd was turned toward the 
Lord, to wait for his holy leadings ; who/ 
in infinite love, was pleafed to foften my 
lieart into humble contrition, and did re- 
new^ly ftrengthen me to go forward ; that 
to me it was a time of heavehly refreftimentin 
a fflent meeting. 

The next day I came to New-Garden 
week-day meeting, in which I fat with bow- 
ednefs of fpirit -, and, being baptized into * 
feeling of the ftate of fome prefent, the Lord 
gave us a heart-tendering fcafon 5 to hisnatne 
bethepraife! 

I paffed on, and was at Nottingham mfonth- 

ly-mdeting ;• and at a meeting at Little-Bri* 

taiij on firft-day: and in the afternoon' fe** 

verd .friends came to the houffr where f' 

^ M 4 lodged. 
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1%^S^^ :^a4^ wi^ had ft littlel^afternQon«n|nBet^ 
isg; Mt^i fhr<tt^h..lbe huinbling power vof 
^»tbj,il,J^ii4.ttMdtt^^ the Joi/imgrkin4ncf$ of 
^t J^ord.mtptfi^ftpd to W. 
* iOa rUit ;;lwv9»iy^fixthiby^ i crdTcd; Suf-* 
qM?hwn»hA »fl4><opn»iag ^wiiigA peopk ia 
outwoifd. fi2i(p^ »nd grcatucr^Li chiefly oh tbe 
labour of fi»i^4S|, ipy iieircViwiMUi much affedi- 
f d » andf . ia twful ttiktdnt&i my mind was 
gatiier^d iQwarii toitire tj^A$ Jbeing huaii% 
^ngag^ thai io- itrgye rsfigoaooa I might i?e^ 
ceive inilru^iQn :frgm h'wuf fciipei^ii^ mjr 
duty aoioagft vthU ptpcsf^k* i 

Though tfiftjveUing on foot mm wtarifome 
to my body s yet thus trafelUng was agreea^ 
J^le to the ftatc of myiniiQd, 
, I went g^tAv on# b^ng weakly; and wa< 
rayered -vidth fprj^Qw and faeavinefs, on ac-^ 
4;ount of the fpreading -prevailbg fpjrit of 
l^i$ \^»t\d^: introd^ing cufi^mfis grievous and 
Oppreflive op one hwdi and chcriihing prid^ 
and wantopnefs op the o|her» . In this lonely 
li^lk, apd ftjtte-.of, abafemeat and humilia* 
t[on, theiUte pf the cbureh in thefc .parts 
y^^ opftped bi^^re me i and I may troly fay 
with th« prophet, *f I was bowed down at 
ff, the hfl^i^g ^ it; I was difmayed at ih^ 
V;; feeing pf it/'. Under this exerpife^ I ^t^ 
tended the quarterly-meeting at Gunpow4 
4er ; andu ip bpw^dnefs of Ijpirit, J had to 
open, with muph plainnefs, what 1 felt^ce^ 
fgi^&ingMpnM living in fullnefs, on the!la- 
^rs ftf 4i,ft.|)pof ppprefled negroes,- a^d 
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lhstf>rofnire of tbfe* M(^ Htg4i • wai$ ncm f^ 
vivcdi " i *wiil fgtfteer ;|itt iiattens -^ 
'< tongues:; 0qdotbey IhfH <6ftle>tbd fee 6»f 
*' glory/ — Here ih<^ fQflferAlg* ol^ Cfefiife 
and his Jtaftmg deoih 6»ievM^^Maftr^nd the 
travel «^u£F9rillgs^ r^and iAaityi4am«i of'thi 
apoftlcs and prin>itim^^riAfar>»i in labottT^ 
ing forithecoiMfwfioti'^ft^cha^Oeflitiles^ wer^ 
livingly re1^ved'k>ane^.'ancii^^«c«:ording to th* 
iMafure jof ftrmgift vfiorde^ -1 laboored 4a 
fi>a;ie tendern«& ^ifpirit;^ -bdii^ -deeply if^ 
Ceded aino^gA ^M(h: aod ihtid i^ difF(t^t^ 
ence, between the pi^feqt-lrtfaitAbBt Svhiek 
iheft Genuiei, the i)€groMr''^oCeivo at our 
hwds«: and theukU>oa» -of^ /the primtiS 
Chriftians for the converfioni of tfee Gentilcaj^ 
was preiTed bome^' JtncK the power of truth 
came over us ; unden a ftieiiing df wbich^ ray 
mind was united to u tbndet^h»6f ted M6pit 
in thofe parts i and the meetitifg concluded iii 
a &qfe of God's goodnefs toward his humb}^ 
dependent children/ -^ 

The next day wa& a general 'meeting for 
worfiiip, much crouded; in ^icb' I wis 
deeply engaged in inward^i^e^' ^ tbe Lofd 
for help, that I migtet ItainGf^wfa oii y "fe'iig ne^ 
iiafl^giovcl^y as ^^c^jg ^ht bef ' pfe afed ] to 
jufij^andr+ivar^merciFuIlyi hfelp^* to • la- 

^ nhonfftly ^nd fffryrntfy^fltiio lh Hfl ih r^ti ^ 

in whic h I founid inwiard pfeiaiet r hrS tb6 Si3^ 

cere were comforted « ^ , ^» ■ i^'^^v ^;;l 

From bencc Lturnei^ toward PipteGfccftl 

imi paife4..Qa (o the.^ed-l4ujfli^i 'utid M4 

i* ' fcveral 
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§i»tiiA meetingt amongft friends in thoCti 
pOLtis. *My heart was often tenderty ^iffdSk^ 
«d> ttndir ii ftn£t of the Lord's goddnefs, in 
6UiSAfyitig my troubles and exerctfes^ turn- 
m^ them t<» my eonnfort^ and, I believe^ to 
Jto bmefit of many mhers : for, I may fyy^ 
with ihadkltilnefs^ that m this vifit, it apx^ 
^f€d*Uke afrefh tendering viiitation in moft 

.» I^pfieri on to the weftern quartefly-n>^t- 
ingciti Pennsylvania; during the feveral days 
of this ittcetrng, I was mercifully prckvwtid 
ill ^n inWard feeling after the mind of trutht 
0n^ my l^ublkr labours tended to my huint* 
liation^ with which I was content : and, after 
the quarterly- meeting of worlhip ended, I 
fell drafwings to go to the Somen's meet- 
ittg'C^ bofincfs; which was very full : and 
here the humility of Jefus Chrift, as a pa^^ 
t*ra for us to walk by, was livingly opened 
Jbefore me ; and in treating on it my heart 
was enlarged 5 and it was a baptizing time. 
From' hence I went on; and was at meet- 
ings at Concord, Middletown, Providence, 
and Haddonfield, and fo home; where I 
ibund my family well. A fenfc of the Lord's 
iimrciful prefcrvation, in this my journey^ ex^ 
cites reverent thankfulnefs to him ! 'i 

Gn the fecond day of the ninth month, 
1767^ with the unity of friends, I fct off 
on a vifit to friends in- the upper part of 
Berks and Philadelphia counties ; was at 
eleven* meetings in about ^two weeks; ;^ntl 

have 



have renewed' caufe -to bow m revereftct IN^ 
fore the Lord, who, by the powerful cxternl* 
lAgs of his humbibg goodfieft, opened iuy 
way amoDgft friends^ and mode the tikeeb- 
ingj (I tfuft) profitabU fo y6. And^ the wio^ 
tcr following^ -1 joirted fNedds on a ▼ifit to 
frkndS'fapiilitiy m ibrbe part^ of our atoet- 
ing ) 10: which exwdfe^ thd ^pure itiflitoAcie of 
dtv^kie love made oat vififs revmng, 

. On the fifth day of the iifdt month, 1^68, 
I left home under the humbKng band of 
tbt Lord, having obtilin^ a certificate, in 
order to vifit feme meetings in Maryland} 
and to proceed^ without a horfe looked clear- 
eft to me. I was at the quarterly-meetings at 
Philadelphia and Concord; and then weM 
on to CheAer'^River ; and, croffing the Bay 
with friends, was at the yearly-meeting at 
Wcft.Riverj thence bick to Cbefter-River | 
and, taking a few meetings in my way, pro-» 
cceded home. It was a journey of much in- 
ward waiting ; and, as my eye wa& to tho 
Lord, way was, feveral times, opened to my 
humbling admiration, when things had ap^ 
peared very difficult. 

In my return, I felt a relief of mind, very. 
comfortable to me ; having, through divine 
help, laboured in much plainnefs, both with 
friends fele£ted, and in the more public meet* 
ings: fa that (I trufl) the pure witnefs, in 
many minds, was reached. 

The eleventh day of the fixth montb, 
lytf. ^ndfy caies havehapptnedi of late 

years. 
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jrcav^' wkfam ^fiertlhrntt of :cMr monthl)^ 
meeting, refpcSin^ dnt of esierdfing poctt 
figbtdQiiiheiii tim^ the iiegroes ^^ in whidi 
l^hatfe, lived ulidet tt IdMir of heart, that 
^uit^t might bc^; Aeadily kept tix On ^ thii 
wscomif ^ 1 have had fome cbfe exercifes 
anongft^ liriends i in trbicb, I may thaok»» 
fa% iay^ I find [^ce : and, As^^aiy mcdita;'^ 
tians have Iikd cm univerfal lovf, my 4>Wii 
conduct m tiine-|ia{l became; of kite very 
grievous to me; . 

c As perfone, fetdng negroes free in our pro«» 
vioce, are bound by law to maintain themt 
in CB!k they have need of relief, ibme, who 
ftrupled keeping flares for term cf iife^ in the 
dme of my youths y/ere wont to detain 
their young negroes in their fervice till thir^ 
ty years of age, without wages, on that aCiP 
count: and with this cuftom I fo far agreed, 
that I, being joined to another friend, in 
executing the will of a deceafed friend,' once 
fold a negroe lad till he might attain the age 
of thirty years, and applied the money to the 
ufe pftheeftate. 

With abafement of heart, I may now fiiy, 
that fometimes, as I have fat in a meeting, 
with my heart exercifed toward that awful 
Being, who refpe^eth not perfons nor co* 
lours, and have looked upon this lad, 1 have 
fek that all was not clear in my mind re* 
fpeding him: and as I have attended to this 
exerdfe, . and fervently fought the Lordi it 
hsth appeared tp me^ th«t I ibpald loake 

fome 
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ibme reiHtdtibn, ' Wtiif iK^^f^way I frsr'tidt 
till: latdy ; :whes^ ben^itfodcr hvac^rcqaoem 
that I sdty 'be- liefigDtd tojgat cm a^^vsfit to 
feme, paft 'txfnfdDie^^ Wdl^Almei^'^Etti^ 
dei* clote^ttipigca^tof feints ii9Qkiof:to tbi^ 
Lord for coun^:r.iberdo9::^a^) of ipjp ji&niog 
10 kthe iale afordkid^ cunie botvilyL upondBti 
Md toy xxmAi ^oi a^timej was rcoaerod wtk 
dariloc^ ^and^afortows aisi^ tinder this 'tbft 
affidion, myi heart, was ^fteoed to receive 
inftru^ion ih^and here Ltfirfl viaw,.^that, as I 
had been one of the two executors^ who 
had fold this ^ad ;nific years longer than is 
oommon for our own childem toferve^iib I 
ihoold now offer a part of : my . fiibftance to 
redeem the. laft half of that nineyears ;/bist, 
as die time was not yet come, I executed a 
bond, binding me and my .eaecatora .to 
pay to the man, he wa^ fold to^ . what, to can^ 
did men, might appear equitable for the 
Jaft four years and a half of :hi& time, :in 
cafe the faid youth £hoold : be living, and in 
a condition likely to provide comfortably for 
himfelf.-. . [i i::?:"'^.;.. i>iM .:\y>-^^ •■:•■■■.. 

The ninth day of the tenth:* months ^7^9^ 
My heart hath .often heeitf^ deeply afflided 
under a feeliogJ: have had, .that die ftand- 
aid of pure righteoafAefs^is' not; lifted up to 
the people by V8,'j as a fobietyi in that ]|^ear<- 
fids which it doigbt havebien,. hadr^webeeii 
fo. faithful to the tnchiogs of Chrift as we 
oughtto have been :and^ as, my. n^nd hath 
Jbeea inward to , the Loid^-" the purity of 
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Chriftri ^(xvtomrneatf btth^e^o opened in mf 
noderftanding ;: ^andt, fmdc^JtJous ^xercife, thst 
cf firiends beii^<a£livo;jin civfil fcciety» in 
{rnttidg laws iiirfdte¥/ which lare oot a^ee*^ 
fbh to tftc. ptiriqit loBrxtghtPCAifaeis, hath, 
fog^Hoyeni >sar6i| [bees >: an iturroaiing burw 
^ismi upon mo » bavingf .firki U^ _ Jhig^ ggcn- 
jppg gfc ■ moycgfel^ l(>yr»: ?that w^Moa feople, 
CO^&^hgfjlhc^arfi of the idward . te^h^ 
»j^^S-£io3i&^:am aaSwe in putting, laws ia 
cxfci ^tion tria ch ^are m>t contiftsnt widi 
Mrew^a9^>^it hath % necdTary teatkdcjr m 
brittg dioQinci$ over their ;minds : iand^ as my 
heart hztk been thus exercifed, add a tendei 
i^rmpathy ia mo tovirard my feUow-^memberBt I 
have, widiin a §t^ nsonths pafi:, in fevcral 
oieetiDgs for dUciplinc, expreilibd my cooee» 
on this iabjeA» ! i f 
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C HA Pi X. 

His preparing, tfl vifit fmnds in.Bngland — Hk 
embarking ai Chefier^xi^ c^tpany with Say 
nmel Emlent in a {hip komd to LonJiinr^Hh 
deep ejccrafe^ in obferving the .difficultiesi and 
bard/hips the cfummon Jaihrs mre txpofed t(Hrr 
Conjideratiws on the dang/ers Jo .wbick yoH6k 
are exppfed, in being traimd.to a^fe^^aring 
life \ and its inconfiftency. mtlh a pmi. tduoa^ 
tion — His thoughts in a Ihrmatjea :. witk 
many inftru&ive contemplations on.tbi vojfogt 
'^And his arrival at Londoi^ . . . /' 

HAVING been fqme time under n refn 
gious ooftcern to prepare for croffingf 
the feas, in order to vifit friends in the not^ 
thcrn parts of England, and more particularly 
in Yorkfliire; after weighty confideration, ^ 
thought it expedient to inform friends, at tmt 
nionthly-meeting at Burlington, of it; who; 
having unity with inc therein, gave me a 
certificate; and I afterward communicated' 
the fame to our quarterly-meeting, and they; 
like wife certified their concurrence there within 
Some time after which, at the general fpring^ 
Qweting of miniflers and elders, I thought 
it mjt duty to acquaint them of the religious' 
cfxercif^ \v4)ich attended my mind ; with 
which they likewifc fignified their unity by 
a certificate, dated the twenty-fourth day of 

the 
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the third month, 1772, dircded to friends 
in Great-Britain* 

In the fourth month following, I thought 
the time was come for me to inake fome en- 
quiry for a iuiiabie conveyance ; being ap- 
prehcnfive that, as my concern was princi- 
pally toward the northern parts of England, 
It would be moil proper to go in a veffcl 
bound to Liverpool or Whitehaven: and» 
while I was at Philadelphia, deliberating on 
this occaiion, 1 was informed, that my belo- 
Ted fricndi Samuel Emlen, jun. intending to 
gp to London, and having taken a paflkge 
for himfelf in the cabin of the Hiip, called 
Mary and Elizabeth, of which James Sparks 
was mailer, and John Head, of the city* of 
Philadelphia, one of the owners ; and 1 feel- 
ing a draught in my mind toward the fteerage 
of the fame (hip, went fiift and opened to Sa-* 
muel the feeling 1 had concerning it. 

My beloved friend appeared glad that I 
iiad thoughts of going in the vei&l with 
him, though my profped: was toward the (leer- 
age i and he, offering to go with me, we 
went .on-board, firft in the cabin, a commo- 
dious room, and then into the fteerage$ 
where we fat down on a cheft, the iailors 
hieing bufy about us : then the owner of 
the £hip came, and fat down with us. 

Here my mind was turned toward Chrif^ 
the heavenly counfellor j and I feeling, at 
this time, my own will fubjeded, my heart 
was contrite before him. 

Amotion 



'^ A mottoo vms.ttradei by tfeeo^ncr^ to go 
tttjKl fit in tho tabihi^ ^ a pUte more re- 
Hrw; .btit F fcli; eafjr- tb^ltave the (hip, and 
tnadfc fto. figrcc.O^cnt W t6 fit paflage in her ; 
bftt told the owdcffi, if r took a paffage in the 
ftip, 1 believed it would be in the ftecrage*; 
but did not fay miach is to my exerdfe in that 
x:afe. ' .- . ^ "v " ■.-■- 

I went to my lodglngsi Arid 'fodn. after went 
to bed, and my mind was undcJr a deep cxer^ 
tcijfe before the Lord y wboft h^jpitig %^hd was 
maoifefted to. me as J ijept that nighty and hfs 
love ftrengdiencdmy heart* In the morning 
I Wei)t with two friends on-board the vcflcl k^ 
gain,} and; after ^a (hprt timcfpent therein^ I 
went, with Samuel Emlcni to the houfe of thd 
owner j to whom', in the hearing of Samuel 
DOlyi I opened my cxercifc, in Ltelation toll* 
fcruple with regard to a paffagc in the- cabin. 
: After this I ^ agrifed for a paiTage in ' thd 
ftc^rage; and, heaniig in town that Jofeph 
White had a defire to fee me^ I fek the re-* 
Viving of a defircto fee hinij^ and went thcA 
to his houfe^ and next day hdmc j where I 
tarried two nights j: and then,- early in thd 
mornihg, I parted with my.familyj under 
a fenfe of the hunntbling hand of God upon 
me ; and, going to Philadelphia, had oppor- 
tunity with feveral of my belored friends ; 
who appeared to - be concerned for me^ oti 
account of the unp.leafant fituation of that pait 
of the veffcl where 1 was likely to lodge. 

Having ftayed two nights in Philadelphia^ 
1 went the next day to Derby monthly-meet* 

N vx^H 



- 178 The UFE and THAVELS 

ing s wherCy through the ilrehgth of divine: 
love, my heart was enlarged toward the 
youth then prefent; under which I was help- 
ed to labour in fome tenderneis of fpiruL 
Then, lodging at William Home's, I, with 
one friend, went toChefter; where, meetings 
with Samuel Emlen, we went on-^board/ tibe : 
lirft day of the fifth month, 1772 ; and, as I 
fat down alone, on a feat on^ the deck, I &lt s^ 
fatisfadory evidence that my proceedings were 
not in my own will, but under the power of 
the crbf^ of Chrift. 

Seventh day of the fifth month. We have ^ 
had rough weather moflly fince I came on- 
board ; and the pafiengers, James Reynolds, 
John Till-Adams, Sarah Logan and her hircd^ 
maid, and John Bifpham, were all fea-fick^ 
more or lefs, at times ; from which ficknefs, 
through the tender mercies of my heavenly Fa- 
ther, I have been preferved 5 my afflidions 
now being of another kind. 

There appeared an opennefs in the minds 
of the mafter of the (hip and of the cabin- 
paffcngers toward me : we were often toge^ 
ther on the deck, and fometimes in the ca- 
bin. 

My mind, through the merciful help of the 
Lord, hath been preferved, in a good degree^ 
watchful and inward ; and I have, this day> : 
great caufe to be thankful, in that I remain to 
feel qiiietnefs of mind. 

As my lodging in the fteerage, now near 
a week, hath afforded me fundry opportu- 
nities of feeing, hearing, and feeling,, with 

• - rcfpeft 
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rdpe<5t to the life and fpirit of many poor 
failors^ an inward exercife of foul hath at-? 
tended me^ in regard to placing our children 
and youth where they nnay be likely to be 
exampled and intruded in the pure fear of 
tbie Lord ; and I> being much amongft the 
feamen, have; from a motion of love, fundry 
times taken opportunities, with one of them 
at a time alone, and in. a free converfation la* 
boured to turn their minds toward the £:ar of 
the Lord: and this day we had a meeting in 
the cabin^ where my heart was contrite under 
a fueling of divine love. 

Now^ concerning lads being trained up as 
feamen : I believe a communication from one 
part of the world to fome other parts of it, 
by fea, is, at times^ confiilent with the will 
of our heavenly Father ; and to educate fome 
youth in the pradice of failings I believe, may 
be right : but how lamentable is the prefenC 
corruption of the world I how impure are the 
channels through which trade hath a convey^ 
ance I how great is that danger, to which poor 
lads are now expofed, when placed on ihip^ 
board to learn the art of failing I 

Oh 1 that all may take heed and beware of 
covetoufnefs I Oh ! that all may learn of Chrift, 
who was meek and low of heart 1 Then, in 
faithfully following him, he will teach us to 
be content with food and raiment, with- 
out refped to the cufloms or honours of this 
world. 

Men, thus redeemed, will feel ^ tender con- 
cern for their fellow-creatures, and a defire 
N a that 
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^ftaf tK6fe' in the lowcft ftatiofas niay betflild^ 
c(f afhd encouraged y and, where* ovrnerd of 
ihips* atfaitf to the p*rfe6t kw of lifeicfrt^,^ a^rid 
llre'tfo^ ef fhe Wotd, diefe t?iir b6 bl^ed itf 
ihcirdeecte, - : »■ 

Rrfinfg to w^klii tile night is nof coxM^ 
iliohly pleafaht iA Any cafe;- bat, lo* datii 
Trainy nights, it is very difagrefiabie,; weiif 
though eich ftian' were furniftrtd W& ^1 
conveniences : bat, if niicn rauffi' g6 ««* at 
inid&ight, (a htelp manage <he flii^ in the' 
#afttf, and, having fmall room tofleep and lay 
their garments in, are ()ften bcfet taiwnifiy 
fhemfeivcs for thie watth, their garmeiits or 
Ibme trhing relating to their bufitiefe bein^ 
vi'antmg and not eafily foumd, when, froto 
<he urgency occafioned by high wiods^ they' 
kre baftened and called up fuddenly» here is « 
ffial of patience on the poor failors andthtf 
poor lads their eompanions. 

If, after they have been on deck Htviral 
hours in the night, and come down into (he 
ftcerage ftJafcing Wet, and are fo clofe ftbwed 
that p^op*f corivemctice for change of gufxnef^t 
is not eafily come at, but, for waM of p#opet 
room, their wet garments ire thrown in heaps, 
and fbnietimes, through much crouding, «r^' 
trodden under foot in going to their lod^ihgt 
s(nd getting out of theni, and they have great 
difficulties, at times, each one to find his OWAf 
Here art tr ials on the poor failors. 

Now, as I have been with them in my ledge, 
ifiy heart lyaith often yearned for them, and ten- 
der -dtfires have been raifcd in me> .that ail 

- - owncra 
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pWners and mailers of velSels mey dwell iQ the 
ieve q[ God, and therein ^^ uprig^tjy ; md* 
hy feekkig lefs for gain^ ai¥l looking cajrcfmUy 
lip their ways, may «af neiUy labour to remove 
«11 cavi;fe of provocation from the poor fcanjeii, 
leitlier to fret or uiie. exceftV^ ilroag drink i 
-lor, indeed, the poor creatur^^^ «t tin\es, in 
^tk^ W^ aiKl :qQld» feera to Apply to ArODgjAriok 
J^^ifiipfAy l^e ff^ant of oth^r cpnvenience. 

^r^at r^>rinatk>n in the world is Wranttog^; 
Afd'th&neccffity of ir^ amongft ibefc who do 
Iwiinefs foo great water34 hatb^ at 4us time, 
IhciCn abund»ntlyj<^npd belbre me* 
: Tite jeigh;ii day of -the fifth month, r- This 
morning the clouds gathered, the wind blew 
^omg l^dm fQuth*eaHwa/rd, and before noon 
increafed to that degree {bat failing appeared 
jdangerou3. The fcamen then bound .lap fome 
iof their (aijs, and took down fome i and, the 
Horm increaAogy they put the .de^d- lights, fo 
xdlsed, into the cabio-wiodow^, and lighted a 
lamp as at nighL 

The wind now blew vehemently, andlhc 
^4<a wrought to ihtt degree, that an awful fe- 
ffioufnefs prevailed io ihe qahit), in which I 
fpent, I believe, about feyentoeo houf^ ; for I 
'^believed the poor ipiiet toiling ieamen<had need 
fif im the room in. theiCrouded iieoca^ and 
^e icaban-paiTengers had given me fceq^ent ia«- 
.^viiatiois. 

They ceafed now from iailin^, and j>ut the 
ive&l in the poflure called, lijring-^to. 

My mi(id, in this teoapei);, thiroogh the 
'gracious aSiftance of ^ JLord^ was prafecvqd 

N 3 in 
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"In a' good degree of refignation ; and I felt, 
at times, a feyfi words in his iove to my (hip- 
mates, in. regard to the all-fufficiency of him 
who forrtied the great deep, and whofe care is 
So extenfivc, that a fparrow falls not without 
his notice ; and^ thu*, in a tender frartt^ 6f 
mind, fpake to them of the neceffity of our 
yicl^gg,.J n^truei obe dience^ to th e inftruftions 
of our heavenly t'ather, \vli5~lbmetimes, 
througfa- advcr jg ^r; ^^ 

^bout' eleven at night I went out on ito 
deck, when the fea wrought exceedingly, and 
the high-foaming waves, all round about, had 
in fome fort the appeafrance of fire, but did not 
give much, if any, light 

Thefailor, then at thehelm, faid he lately 
faw a corpofant at the head of the maft; 

About this time 1 obferved the mafter 6f 
the (hip ordered the carpenter to keep on the 
deck; and, though he faid little, 1 apprehend- 
ed his care was, that the carpenter, with his 
axe might be in readinefs,' in cafe of any'.extfe*- 
mity^ 

Soon after thi?, the vehemency of the 
wind abated 5 and; before morninfg, they again 
put the (hip under fail. 

The tenth day of the- month, and firft of 
the week, it being fine weather, we had a 
meeting in the cabin, at which moft of the 
feamen were prefent ; this meeting to me was 
a ftrengthening tim^r 

The thirteenth: day of the month. As I 
continue to lodge in the fteerage, I feel an 
cpennei^ this tnorning; to «xpre(^ fomething 

farther 
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farther of the ftate of my mind, in refped to 
poor lads bound apprentice tg learn the art of 
failing* As I believe failing is of fome ufejn 
the world, a labour of foul attends me, th^t 
the pure counfcl of truth may be humbly 
waited for in this cafe, by all concerned in the 
bufinefs of the feas« 

A pious father, whofe mind is exercifed 
for the everlafting welfare of his child, may not^ 
with a peaceable mind, place him out to aa 
employment amongil a people, whofe common 
courfe of life is manifeftly corrupt and pro- 
phane 5 fo great is the prefent defeft amongft 
^ fea-faring men, in regard to piqty and virtue : 
and, through an abundant traffic, and many 
ihips of war, fo many people are employed 
on the fea, that this fubjed of placing lads to 
the employment appears very weighty. 

Prophane examples are very corrupting, and 
very forcible. And as my mind, day. after 
day, and night after night, hath been affeded 
with a fympathizing tendernefs toward poor 
children^ put to the employment of failors, 
I have fometimes had weighty converlation' 
^yith the failors in the fteerage, who were 
m'oftly refpedful to me, and more and more fo 
. the longer I was with them : they moftly ap- 
peared to take kindly what I faid to them ; . but 
their minds have appeared to be fo deeply 
imprefled with that almoft univerfal depravity 
amongft failors, that the poor creatures, in their 
anfwers to me on this fubjed^ have revived in 
my remembrance that ox the degenerate Jews 
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^jittle before the captivity, ^ repealed by Jere«« 
loiah the prophet, ** There i$ no hope." 
'. . Now, under thi$ cxercife, a fpnfe of the 
'4efice of outward gain prevailing amongft.us 
l^ath felt ^eviou^, and a Aropg call to the* 
Wofefled ioUow^ers of Chrift hath beeo raifed 
in me, that all may take Heed, left, through 
Jpyingthis prefcnt worlds they be found is a 
continue^ neglfdt of duty, \nufh refpeft to. 4 
iaithful Ubour for a reformatioa* 

Silence, ^as to every motion proceeding from 
the love of money, andanhumW^ waiung,upoa 
Cod to know his will concerpiog us^ havc.now 
appeared nece^ary ; he alone is able to ftreng*^ 
then us to dig deep, to remove all vfhicb lie* 
Ijetvveen us and the fafe.found^tlonj^ an4 ^Qdi« 
re^ us in our outward employments, that puro 
imiverfal love may ihlne forth in pur proceeds 
ings. 

Defires arifing from the fpirit of truth are 
pure defiresi and when, a mittd> divineljr 
opened toward a young generation, is mado 
fenfible of corrupting examples, powerfully 
working, and extenfively fpreading amongft 
tjiem^ how moving is theprofpc^ ! 

The^ fixteenth day of the month. Wind 
for feveral days pafl often, high, what th^ 
failors call fqually, rough fea and frequentL 
rains. This laft night a very trying night to 
tfee poor fei,men ; the water^ chief part of the, 
l^igbt* running oyer the main decli;^ and fome« 
tim^ breaking^waves came oo the quarter^ 
deqk. ^ The latter part of (be night, as i lay id 
Ixjd^. OiyoMod wasbttwli^^d under the power 

of 
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of divine love; and reGgnednefs to the great 
Creator of the earth and the feas, renewedly 
AvcQugbt io mq whofe fatherly care over hfe 
children felt precious to my foul : and defirex 
were now renewed in me, to embrace every 
opportunity of being inwardly acquainted with 
tjue hardjfhips ^d difficulties of my fellow^ 
creatures^ ahcl to labour iu lu» love for thsi 
fprcading of pure umverffil r^hteoufiiefs on the 
«artb. . The opportunities were frequent of 
hearing eonvctfatiun amongft- the ia^lpfv juq^ 
Cfifpcijt to the vqyagea to Africa, ai>d the iowifi^t 
^r of bringing tl;ie deeply-bpprefled Haves wfi^ 
our iflands^ The thoughts of their condi^Qii| 
frequently in chains and fetters on-board the 
yeuels, with hearts loaded with grief, under 
die apprehenfions of raifcrable flavery; mg 
inind was frequently opened to meditate oa 
thefe things. 

On the feventeeth <Iayofthe month, an4 
6rft of the week, we had a meeting in tho 
^abin; to which the Teamen generally came. 
My fpirit was contrite before the Lord s whoib 
love, at this tiaxe^ affected my heart. 

This afternoon 1 felt a tender fyrapathy of 
itoul with my poor wife and family left be* 
hind ; in which ftate, my heart was enlarged 
in deiires ihat they may walk in that hux»ple 
obedience wherein the everlaftlng Father ntiay 
^be their guide arid fupport, through all th« 
^ifficultiea in tbia world ; and a ienfe of that 
gracious ai^jftance;^ through which my mind 
l^ath been ftrengthened to take up the croTa 
ilftd liBave theqpb to travel in the love of truths 

hath 



^owquiel^ titbatftate, where the foul fi;and$ 
io f)ur€ obedience to l^e voice of Chrift, an4 
t walchfol cafe i$ maiQt9iiie4 not to follow the 
fKoipe of the Araogfsr ! 
/- HcfT^ Chrift i$ felt to^e our ihe^erd, ftnd» 

^^uiuier his leadings people fire hroufht t9 t 
^lability ; 9iid^ whe^e he d^th not lead forr 
?liwd, V9i^ are bp^iiuis in the bonds cf piKe 
love, to ftand ilill and wait upon him. I|i 
,the lovg ofjng ttey, apd in the w ifdom of this 
*< yyl4r^ thcH the urgency 

/ 4>ra£rair^ puflies forward; no r Cftn tj^e niin<L 
iiji j^is )ifl:»te> d ifcgpthe good and yerfeO: wiU 
<>f ^ od^gon^rnmg y^ 

[ "Trhe love of^ God is ipanifefted in graci*. 
oufly calling us to eome out of that whicii 
jQbtnds in tconfpfion: but, if we bow not in 
/the name of Jcfus ; if we give not up t^io fe 
iproi^e ^ of gai n, which, in the wifdom of 
]^ world, arc open before us, but fay, ia 
our hearts, I muft need^ go on, and, in gp- 
jngon, i hope to i^eep jas near toj hej;urity 
jpS trujth^ag^^ e tbufi nefeJegfore mcwill admik 
NjOfi here the naindjemabp ejitanglcd. and the 
ibini ng of tJSie lighL jof-Jife into the ft>ul is ob^ 

n an entire fubjefliq nj of our wills th e Lor4 
•jgracioudy opens a wayfor his people, where 
jsdl their Wjaois are bounded by his wifdom^; 
imd here we experience tjbe fu^ance,of wh^t 
JVlofes the pvofJKt figured out in the water ojf 
ibparaidon, as a purification from fin« 

Efau 4$ mentioned ,as a child red 4II .ovei:> 
like » hairy garQ»en( ; m £iau is f$prfifence4 

' the 



Cf JOHN WOdLMAW; tf^ 

Ac irttural wiJI 6f mtnf. In prcparingf tlrtf 
"^terof fepbration, a red heifep> without bl«^ 
Aii(hy oA whicfa there had been no yofke^ <watf 
1o be (Iain, and her blood ff>rfnkled hy thti 
ptitd fetea timea toward the ta%ierhacle of tb6 
tongregatioii : then her (k'm, hef deffa, m4 
all pertaining to her, were t6>be btirnt witltpttf 
(be ciAip 3 and of her a^ies the water was 
^epared. Hius the croeifying the old nfr^^ 
or. natural will^ is reprefented ; and hentt 
iofnes a feparation ftoni tt^at carnal mind^ 
#iiich i« death. 

<• He Who toMcbeth the dead body of a 
•* man, aAd purifieih not himfelf with fhtf 
•• water of feparation, he defileth the taber- 
^ hide, of the Lord 3 he is unclean/* Numb; 
xi^r* 13. ,: 

If any, through the love of gain, go forth 
ifito bufinej[$, wherein they dwell as among^: 
the tombs, and touch the bodies of thofe who 
are dead ; if thefe, through the infinite lore of 
Obd, feel the power of the crofs of Chrift to 
Giroc^y them to the world, and therein learn 
humbly to follow ^he divine Leader ; -^ here 
18 the judgetoent of this world j — here the 
prince of this world is caft out. 

The ^^tef bf feparation is felt ; and, though 
we have been amongfl the (lain, and, through 
the defire of gain, have touched the dead bo- 
dy of a man, yet, in the purifying love of 
Chrift, we are waflied in the water of fep«« 
ration ; are brought off from that bufinefs, 
from that gain, and from that fellowihip, 
which was aot agreeable to his holy will : and 

I have 
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I have felt a renewed confirmation, in the tiaic. 
of this voyage, that jthe Lord^ in his infinite 
Ipvey is calling to his vii^ted children, fo ta 
give up all outward poileiSons and means of 
getting treafures, that his Holy Spirit .may ha^ye* 
Iree courfe in their hearts^ and direct them in 
all their proceedings. . , 

To feel the jTut^nce pointed at ir> thisi 
figure, man muft know deathj as to his own 
wfll. 

" No man can fee God, and live/' Thisf 
was fpoken by the Almighty to Mofes the 
prophet, and -opened, by our blefled Re- 
dccimer. 

As death comes on our own wills, and a 
new life is formed in us, the heart is purified 
and prepared to underftand clearly, " Blef-^ 
*^ fed are the pure . in heart ; for they (hall 
^' fee God." In purity of heart the mind is 
divinely opened to behold the nature of unU 
verfal righteoufnefs» or the righteoufnefs of 
the kingdom of God. " No man hath feea 
*< the Father, fave he that is of God } he hath 
•* fecn the Father.'' 

The natural mind Js.afVife ahont the things, 
o f this lif e ; liid, inthis natural activity, bufi- 
nefs is propofed, and a will in us ta go forward 
in it. As Jong as this catin;arwiU_^^ un- 
J ubjeQed, fo long there remains an pEftru^ion 
againft tfie cl earnefs of divine lig ht Qperafing ir^ 
us i but when we love God with all our hearts » 
and with all our ftrength, then, m jhj&Jove, 
we"Toveou r ncigfabou ^_.a&-jQuii£lycs j and a 
tendernefs of heart is felt tQvvj£djll peo ple for 
' ■ whom 
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whom Chrift died, e?en fuch who, as to out-- 
ward circumftanceSj may be to us as the Jews 
wbre to the Samaritans. Who is my neigh- 
bour ? See this queAion anfwered by our Sa- 
yjoar, Luke x. 30. 

. In this love we can fay, that Jefus is tht 
Lord i and .the reformation in our fouls is* ma-^ 
i^ifeifted in a full reformation of our lives> 
yrherein all things are new, and dU things ar^ 
of Gpd 9 2 Cor. V. J 8. in this the deiire pf 
gain is fubjefted. 

When employment is honeftly followed in 
the light of truth, and people become diligent 
in bufinefs, ** fervent in fpirit, ferving the 
'^ Lord j" Rom. xii. 11. here the name is o- 
pened : '^ This is the name by which he fhall 
" be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTE- 
•* OUSNESS." Jerem, Kxiii.^6* Oh .L how 
precious is this name I it is like ointment poured 
out. The chaile virgins are in love with the 
Redeemer i and, for the promoting his peaces 
able kingdom in the world, are content to 
endure hardnefs, like good foldiersj and ve 
ibfeparated in fpiri|;,from the defire of richbs^ 
that in their employiAents they become exten* 
fively careful to give notft offence, neither to 
Jews nor heatiien, nor the church of Chrifl. 

.On the thirty-firft day of the tnonth, and 
iirft of the weck^ we had a meeting in the ca- 
bin, with near all the (hip s company ; the 
whole being near thirty. In this meeting, the 
Lord, in mercy, favoured us with the extend- 
ingsof his love. 

The 
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• Thfc fecOftd day of th* iixtfe tn6Mh. Lift 
tyening the feAttien foand bottcM At ^bcat fb* 
Vcaty fathom*. - 

V Thk moraiftg, fair Windy afid pUalfttit< 
As I fat on deck, my heart Was 6v«r(:bfaic With 
tfai ibve of <^dft» tod tni^lled into contritioit 
bef6re him; thd, inthisftate, tile ptAfpeft (^ 
diat work, to which i ha?e felt my ttifnd 
driiwn when in my native land, being in fomti 
degree opened before me, I feltlikt a littte 
child ; and my cries were put up to my hea^ 
Vfciily Father for prefervation, that, in a htim- 
ble dependence on him, my foul might ht 
fbengthened in his love, and kept inwardly 
waiting for his counfel. 

Thfe afternoon W6 faw that part of Bngland 
called the Lizard. 

Some dunghill foWls yet remained of thoft 
dM pafTdigtrs took for their fea-ftore : I bte^ 
lieve about ^fourteen peri(hed in the ftorms at 
Ifea, by the w«*« breaking ovti' the quarter-- 
dtek } and a coftfidefable number with 6(k^ 
Aefs, at difSctenl^ ttme*« I obferved the cockl 
ai^,'Gomingd<i^n the Delaware, and Wki(d 
we #ei« near Ihe ftod i but afterward I think I; 
did ndt hear «ne ^> th^em crow till We catM 
near the land in England, when they ag^ft ' 
crowed a fcW times. 

In obferving their dull appearati6e at (ba^ 
ftnd the pining fickrrefs of fome of them, 1 
bften renoembered the Fountain of goodnefe^ 
who/gaye ^eing to aH creatures, and whoftf 
love extends to that of caring for the fpar- 
Irows J and believe, where the love of God is 

, verily 



verily perfeaed, and the true fpirit of go* 
vcrnment watchfiilly /attcncted to, a tenderneft 
toward all creatures made lubjedt to us will be 
experienced; and a care felt in* us, ihatwedo 
flot leiTen.that fweecnefs of life:, ih the animal 
creation^ wtich the gr«at Creator intends fot 
jhem rp ojuc^overnment. 

-The fourth day of the month; • About noon 
♦.pilorcame off from Dover j where my be -« 
loved friend, Samuel Rmlen, went^qn ihore) 
and thence to London y but 1 felt eafy in ftay« 
ing in the (hip. . , / 

The fevcnth day of the nxonth^ and firft 
of the week* Clear morning ; we lay at apcbof 
for the tide, and had a parting meeting' with 
the (hip's company -, in which my: *hciTt was 
enlarged in a fervent concern Sovthasny that 
they may come^toexper^onccfalvajtion through 
Chrift. AVe had a head- wind up theThaaie;s;: 
lay fometirhes at anchor 5 few*. piany (hipa. 
pa(iing»* aad {ome at anchor near ; ?and i\^i 
large opportunity qf feeling the fp'urit in whkb 
the poor bewildered failors too generally live.-^ 
That lamentable degimeracy, .;vhif:h fo nii 
prevails en the. people empJoyedr on^t^&fbiSt 
ip affeifled my heart, ^at I canoQt eafvly convey 
the feeling I have had to anc^her. :■ /f^ 
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i&5 at finding tb^yearfy^ in Lofidott i apd^ 
■ after it ^ proceeding towards Xorijkire, yifii^^ 
-' fewrai quaHtrly and otBir meetings tk ihf 
counties of Hertjord^ WarnflcTt^ Oxjcrd^ ^Ntdi 
tingbamy Tork^ and Wejlmtirf land \ and thence 
again into Torkjhire^ and to the cify.i^TdrAi 
nDitbJhme inJlrudUve thoughts and obfer94tms^^ 
and tetters on di'veri /uifeffs — His bearii^rf 
the deceafe of William Bunt \ and fome account 
^Mm-^WsfickfUfsat Torki and end. vf bis 
pilgrimage there. 

ON the cigtth dty of the feth month, 
1772, ^e landed at London i and I 
ivcnr ftrafghtwuy to the yearly-mcctihg^of mi* 
ntilers and elders, which had beeb gathered (1 
fuppofe) abbuthalfan hcfur. 

in this meeting my mM Wte hombly con^ 
ttite : in the afteraobn the meeting of bofind^ 
ippened} ^^hich, by adjournments, held neart 
t(rkk. In theib meetings I often felt a Kvinj^ 
concern for the eftablilhment of friend) in eh* 
janre life of troth $ and |ny heiirt was enlarged 
an the meeting of mintfttirs, meeting of btsi}<^ 
nefs, and in ^eral meetings of public wor^ 
ihip ; and I felt my mind united in true love 
to the faithful labourcra nmv. gathered at this 
^yearly-meeting. 

Oattielifteehth day of the month, i left 
London, and went io a quarterly* meeting at 
Hcnford. 
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The firft day of the feventh cpobth. 1 have 
been at quartetly-meetings at Sfaerrlngtoni 
Northampton, Banburyi and ;ShipftOAi a^ 
an fiindry miee^ngs between i tny mind bath 
fe^.boWed'vrid^^^ fchfc of ciivifie goodnefi 
hianifefldd a^ us ; mj, heart hath been 

toften rihlla^gcd 1^^ .Ibyci^^ .feth. amongft 

f^lhifti^Fd ai)! et^i;sV and Jh public meetings t 
that through thfej^^^ s^ocdpcfsi Ibclicvfi it 
hath bfceri a frefli yifita^ipn to many *^; iti parti^ 
tti^ to the youth. ,;: ' , \^ ." 

'The fcven teen t^^ month*, ^df 

this day at Birtiiingliam : liayp- ; beca at meet* 
ings at Coventry, Warwick', in Oifordlhire, 
ttnd fundry other places j havfe jfel,t ,lhd ^uoa* 
bling hand of thq Lord \i^ps>9 ti^!^ i ^6d tKrougli 
his tender mercies /find ipeace in, the labours i 
have gone through. 

• The twenty, fixthddy of the rbphtH. I h^H 
continued travelling nprthwardi vifiting mVfet- 
ingj : was this dfay. at JJ^ottineham j , wnich, ia 
tiieibrcpbon efpecially, was, through diviae 
ibVci' a heart-tendering fca|bn J 'fiext day bad 
i iheeting ih/^/frierSVl)puf^^ with friencft 
thiWren and fom'e frieHds r'this,' thrbligh thf 
ftrengthcning arai*of flie Ldrd, Yjr^i a tim.c Ij| 
be thankfully remembered, ^"W T ,;«.!• 

: The fccond day ot the eighth, mojith, ^n^ 
"firil of the week: fWas this day at^heffielc^ 
»' large inland ti^n'^r'^feave b^ep, at. fundry 
meetings laft wcc^i and f^jprlaWard tht^nk^ 
Ifuitn^fs for that d]viae fuppPtt, which hath b^c^ 
'^rstfouiiy extended w me.' '' ' .'j; 

The ninth day of the month, and firft ofithc 
weele^ was at Kuihworth: Ixas^ \axrfi^ ^^^^ 
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tlirough fomis patnfal labour j bat have- been 
comforted, under a fenfe of that divine vifitation> 
which I feel extended toward many young people* 

The fixteenth day of the month, ^nd firft 
of the week, I was at Settle: it bath of late been 
a time of inward poverty > under which my 
mind hath been preferved in a watchful tender 
ftate, feeling for the mind of the holy Leader, 
and I find peace in the labours 1 have paiied 
through. 

I have felt great diftrefs of mind,' fince I came 
on this- ifland; on account of the members of 
our fociety being mi:xed with the world ki 
various forts of bafinefs and traffic, carried on 
in impure channels. Great is the trade to 
Africa for (laves ! and, in loading thefe fliips, 
abundance of people are employed in the fac- 
tories ; amongfl whom are many of our fociety. 
Friends, in early times, refufed, on a religious 
principle, to'make, or trade in, fuperfluitics i 
of which we have many large te ft i monies on 
record: but, for want of faithfulnefs, fomc 
gave way J even fome, whofe examples were 
of note in our fociety j and from thence others 
took more liberty. Members of our fociety 
worked in fupetflaities, and bought and fold 
them; and thus dimnefs of fight came over 
'many: at length, friends got into the ufc of 
ibmc fuperfluitics in drefs, and in the furniture ' 
of their houfes j and this hath fpread from Ids 
to more, till fuperfluity of fome kinds is com** 
ftion amon^fl us. 

In this declining ftate, many look at the 
example one of another, and loo much negledt 
the pure feeling of truth. Of late years, a 



OF JOHN V/OOLMAN. 197 

deep exercife hath attended my mirid, that 
friends may dig deep, may carefully caft forth 
tbeloofe matter, ,and get down, to the Rock, 
the fare foundation, and there hearken to 
that divine voice which gives a clear and cer- 
tain' found ; and I have felt in that which doth 
not deceive, ihat if friends, who have known 
the truth, keep in that tendernefs of heart, 
wb^re all views of outward gain are given up, 
and their truft is only on the Lord, he will 
gracioufly lead fome .to be patterns of deep 
ieif«denial in things relating to trade and handi'> 
craft labour ; and that fome, who have plenty 
of the treafures of this. world, will example in 
a plain frugal life, and pay wages, to fuch as 
they may hire, more liberally than is now 
i^uftomary in fome pi aces. 
• The twenty-third day of the month. Was 
this day at Prefton-Patrick, and had a com- 
foftalde meeting. 1 have, feveral times, been 
entertained at the houfes of friends^ who had 
fendry things about them which had the ap- 
pearance of outward greatnefs -, and^ as I have 
kept inward, way hath opened for coaverfation 
iwrith fuch .in private^ in which diviqe goodncfi 
bath favoured us together with hcart-tender- 
ittfg times. — - 

• ' 1 refted a few. days, in body and mind, 
^*writh our friend Jane Crosfield ; . who was 
©acein America : was, 00 the /ixih day of the 
mcck^ at Kendal in Weftmoreland ; and at 
Grey rig meeting the thirtieth day of the month, 
and fidt of the week. 

O 3 , I have 
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■^,Cr-hltv(e ifencoKO:. poverty of ta$e ; and bwdj 
gracioufly fupported to keep in the patience : 
**d S»fll, tJjji.fikf^J,7iq^erv4 ficnlV/5>f thfe good*- 
l>e.fs :|)fjttheaL9r4f tfljji^ard thofe^^ jir« of.* 

^/Tfee.^^i^x^ajf, (^c^h^Hnimli^r month, and 

fide; a large meeting-houfe, and vefy: fuU-t 
««[J5' to»f lb*h9^^ it was 

^ ft»^ng^efiir>g, tiH^e ^>to aapejM'Und (I ^believe) 

Ui-jOfiapy ijtorf •r -;-i ->t^'J :.;■/■.•" 
. r.ijrhMhH'^^b^i^da^ .^f ;;(;be;l,i^D th» . ; W^ 
tJiH day^atf Ri^ffioii^ -*-4in^l jsneeting j. but, 
^,to!wi^'4^pe<?i^e,t?ftniing iriji the houfe was 
^f^ded ; it. was a^tiij^ie.of feeawy labouFi aod 
(^}; believe) was ^ profitable meetings 
^ .^^t this place I heard th^t^ my kinfoiraa 
William Hunt, from North? Carolina, who 
Wftsona re]igiglu^^^viiit to friends in England, 
departed this life on the ninth day of the ninth 
month, inft»nt, of the fmall«-pox, at New* 
«:aftk,*!-^Hc appeared in the miniilry when 
A youth } and his labours therein were of good 
favpqr* Hc travelled much in that work ii| 
America I once heard him fay, in public 
teilimpny, that his concerp was (in that vi^tjjt 
to be devpte^ to the fervice of Chriil fo fully^ 
tb^t he might notfpend one minute in pleafing. 
Innafelft which wordi, joined with his e}^' 
ampl^:, were |^ means of ilirring upth« purft 
mind in me. 

On this viftt to England I have felt fypM 
}n|lrv^9^ fes^doo my mind« which lam 
€Qac«r««4 (Q k«ye in vrUing, for the ufe of 
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^tdi as are called to the flation of a muufter 
ofChrift. 

Chrift being the Prince of Peace, and wf 
being no more than mioifters, I find it nt^ 
ceiTary for us» not only to feel » concern kit 
out firft going forth, bnt to txpcrienoe the 
renewing tbereofj in tM t^ioiiitm«iC of 
meetings. 

1 felt a concenii in Ameriea; tcr^repire fof 
thb vc^age ; And being, through the mer^ 
of Godi brought iafe here, my heart ww 
like 41 vefiel that wanted vent; and for fevo- 
ral week^, at firft^ when my niouth was opeili- 
ed in meerings, it ofien felt like the raifing 
of^gatein a water courfe, w;here a weig^ 
of water lay upon it; and in thefe labouca 
there ^ appeared-^ frefii vifitation to oiany, 
efpedally the youth; but fometinMis, after thia» 
I ^U empty and poorj and yet feU a neceflky 
ti^af>point nieetingSw 

lo'Khis ilate I was exercifed to abide in the 
]>ure life of truth, and k. ail my labours to 
Watch diligently againft the lAotions of 4elf 
jn my own mind; '" ''■ 

1 have frequently fetc^ a neceiHty 16 ftaiid 
Up, when the {ptkig of the tiiiaKlty ^as low^ 
and to fpeak from the necd^y^^ ij^that whicb 
fubjedteth the will of the m^mv^i^ arfd here* 
ml was untied wkh the infFcMrittg feed>'^KM^ 
found inward fiveetnefs io thefe mortifyia^- 
labours* / ■* 

As I have faecjii pteCerved ki ftWtchf uHc* 
centiou' to thediii^ine l^t^d^j^nn^^^k^ SiS^- 
l^nfauoas, enlarg^ent tft-^^ttHea^^ hath kA- 
/;-^' O 4 lowed^ 
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le^edy a^d tte ^Wer of ttuth hath tKcd high-^ 
^r, in fome rrteetings, than I ever knew it be-: 
ftyfc thfrough me. ' ' 

' ■ Tfeusl-have-be^n more and mbr4 inftrudted,* 
<s t($'the'fte««tBty^f depending,' riot upon a 
concern which I felt in America, to come tn 
^ vii4«:i*0'»Bft||laad5*'but?«pon the frefh inftVuc- 
tions of Chrifti the Prince of peace, from day 

T^^lMowrof late,^ I fete k ftop in the appoint* 
•ftient' of imtetingvS' not whoU)r,vbnt in part • 
and I do not feel libcrt}^ to appoint them fo 
•quick one after Another as i have heretofore. 
> The work of the= miniftry- being a work 
ei divine love, 1 feel that the openings there* 
«f are to be waited for^ in all our appoint^ 
■l»ents. 

Oh ! how deep is divine wifdoni ! Ghrift 
J^nts forth his minifterg^ and goeth before them : 
iind oh ! how great is thedanger of departing 
from the pure feeling of that which leadcth 
fafely! ■ . • . :. - 

i: Chrift khoweth the ftate of the people ; and, 
jn the pure feeling of the gofpel-miniftry, their 
ftates are opened to his Servants. 
"..: Chrift kndwcth when the fruit-bearing 
"branches th/3nife]ves have need of purging. 
- . Oh j ths'tbefe Icflbns may be remembered 
by me! and that all who appoint meetings 
•rxnay proceed in the pure feeling of duty | 

1 h^ve fometimes felt a nec<:lfity to (land up^ 

rbut that fpirit which is of the world hath fe 

:-)nuch prevailed in many, and the pure life ttf 

truth been fo preffcd down, that I have gorw 

.*/... forward, 
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forward, not as one travelling in a toad caft up' 
and well prepared, but as a man walking 
through a miry place, in which are ftones, here 
aftd there, fafe to ftep on, butfofituated, that, 
one ftep being taken, time is necciTary to fee 
where to ftep next. ' 

Now I find that, in the pure obedience, the 
mind learns contentment^ in apjpearing weak 
and fooliAi to that wifdom which is of tho 
world ; and, in tbefe lowly labours, they who 
ftand in a low place, rightly exo'cifed under 
the erofs, will hnd noun^mlent. 

The gift is putt % and, while the eye ii 
iiogle in attending thereto, the underftanding 
18 preferved clear : felf is kept out. We re* 
joice in filling up that which remains of the 
afHidions of Chrift, for his body's fake, which 
is the church. - 

The naturil man loveth eloquence, and 
many love to hear eloquent orations; and, if 
thei^e is not a careful attention to the gift, men 
who have once laboured in the pure gofpel- 
toiniftry, growing weary of fuffering, and 
afliamed of appearing weak> may kindle a fire, 
compafs themfelves about with fparks, and 
'Walk in the light ; not of Chrifl: who is under 
(uiFering 5 but of that fire wbic^^^lfaey, going 
from the gift, have kindled $ Und that in 
ibearers, which is gone from the meek fiifFer- 
ing ftate, into the worldly Wifdomi may be 
warmed with this fire, and fpeak highly of 
thefc labours. That which is of God gathe rs 
•to God J and that which w of tiic wor lJ^is 
owned by the WQfWt ' -. ■.. ■• :". . 

r— la 



; . If} thisifjpurii^ir '.a- Jshiar %»4li ««teti4wl aiy 
>;0>ini()y 4h9t Ihe; t^ioiibrs \an»6ogft ttf may b# 
ilf«/fery«d if£i«h« 1l\9e)f: fiediog' Uft of tiniliH 

der fu£reniig,;rw<e- may fu€er«ruh biib^ ttn^ H^ 
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A feiv daysaiter writing theie qH>fidcrattob$jp 
|9ur ifeac:$'ienil» in th^ courTe of hisi^ religious 
Kl^tfi^ Xffioie to the city ^ Yorii, aod attebdei 
t^Qi q{ the .iltuags;of ,th« q«aft<^ly-m^hg[ 
th^re; but) b^Cotitiv^ha^ oytpj was taken ill 
a£ tho fm^ll-pox. Our friend, Thomas Pricft- 
man, and others, who attended himi prefer ve<| 
ih^foUewmg. minutes of hifi expreffians iAthe 
Ijmie of his ikkQef^ and^f i>fs deceaf^. 
Ti. lA day, the 27th of the 9th month, 177^ 
Hk diforder appe^ed to be the fmall-pox. 
{ <2d day« . He faid he feh the diforder tp aflbft- 
biahead, fo that he could think little, and but 
iK$:»chi^, 

Thifidday be irttcred the following prayer.^-*- 
Q Lord my Ood, the amazing horrors of 
darkneis we^pe g«liered around mc and <:ov^e4 
BocaH over, and I iaw no way to go forth s- 
1 felt the depth and extent of the mifery of «iy^ 
iiidilo!W*^i«atute$ fepar^ted frona Uie divin« har--^ 
ISQony, fuxA k W4f heavier than I could 4>e«iS' 
An4 1 was audied down under its I lifted ui^ 
my band^ 1 ilretched out. my grtnj but therp 

was 
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yr^s lume to help mti I looked- round about 
fad was iimased; in the depths of smferyi Q 
]^d ! I remennbered that tbou artompipotent^ 
that I bad called tbee Father, ai)d I felt that | 
loved tbcCf and 1 was made quiet in tby wiU| 
an^d 1 watted for deliveranoC' from thee ; tboi} 
badft pity upon me when naaian could help 
me I 1 faw that meeknefs under fusing wa« 
ihewed to us in the moil affei^iog ejcatnplo 
pf thy Son, and thou taugheft me. tQ folloir 
him, and I faid, ^ thy will, O Fathexi be done/ 
^ Fourth day mornings being ailked how hq 
ielt himieif, he meekly anfw^redj I do not 
know that I have ilept this night| I feel thq 
4iibrder making its progrefs, but my mind 
is mercifully prefer vea la itillncfs and peace; 
fisimetime after he ^d he was fenfible the 
pains of death muft be hard to bear; but, if he 
e&aped them now, he muft fometioxe paf^ 
through them, and he did not know that he 
could be better prepared, but had no will in 
it. He faid he had fettled his outward a& 
Iwi&.to his mind* had taken leave of hia 
vvjfeii^nd family as never t9 return; leaving 
them to the divine protedlon ; adding, an4 
though i feel them 'near to mie at this time,ye( 
h freely give them up, having a hope tha^ 
they will he provided for. And s little aftec 
faid. This trial is made eafier than X could hav4 
tbpught, my will being whoHy taken away; fo^ 
if I were, anxious &a the evmt^ it would, hawt^ 
been harder ; but I aoa not, and my miod enjoyil 
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,. In the night a young woman having giwn 
!tiim fomcthing to drink, he faid. My chilct 
thou fecmeft very kind tome, a poor creature,^ 
tJieLord will reward thee for it. A whifc af- 
ter he cried out with great earneftncfs of fj>irit, 
ph my Father ! my Father ! and foon after 
iic faid, Oh my Father! my Father! hov*" 
comfortable aft thou to my foul jn this tryihg 
ieafoni Being aiked if he' could take a little' 
hourifliment^ after fomc paufe he replied, my 
child, I cannot tell what to fay to it; I feem^ 
nearly arrived where my foul fliall have reft 
from all its* troubles. After giving in fome- 
tiiing to be inferted in his journal, he faid,- 
1 believe the Lord will now excufe me from 
cxcrcifes of this kindj and I fee no work but 
one, which is to be the laft wrought by mc 
in this world ; the meflenger will come that 
will releafe me from all thefe troubles j but 
it muft be in the Lord's time, which I am 
waiting for. He faid he had laboured to do 
whatever was required, according to the a- 
iility received, in the remembrance of which 
he had peace ; and, though the diforder was 
ftrong at times, and would like a whirWind 
come over his mind, yet it had hitherto been 
kept fteady,: and centered in everlafling love ; 
adding, and if that be mercifully continued, 
I afk nor defire no more. Another time he 
faid, he had long had a view of vifiting this 
nation, and, fometime bsfore he came, had ^ 
dream, in which he faw himfelf in the northern 
parts of it, and that the fpring of the golpd 
was opened in him much as in the beginning 

of 
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of friends, fuch ; as George F6x ahd Williaqi 
Dewfberry, and he faw the different ftates-<f 
the people, as clear as he had ever feen flowct* 
in. a garden ; but ip his going alq^ig he wA 
fuddenly ftopt, though he cgiild tiot fee ft* 
what end j but, looking towards honac,. fell 
into a flood of tears which waked him. 
.: At another time he faid, my draught Teemed 
ftrongcft towards the North, and 1 'mentioned^ 
in my own monthly-meeting, that attending 
tihe quarterly- meeting at Ycrk, and being therc^ 
looked like heme to m,e. 

Fifth-day night, having repeatedly confented 
to take medicine with a view to fettle hfe 
ilomach, but without effedt, the friend, then 
waiting on him, faid, through diftrefs, whsdt 
ihall J do now ? He anfwered with great corn*- 
pofure. Rejoice evermore, and* in every thing 
give thanks ; but added a little after, this 9 
lemctimes hard to come aL ;. 

Sixth-day morning, he broke forth early Ffi 
fupplication on this wife : O Lord, it was thy 
power that enabled me to forlake (in in niy 
youth, and I have felt thy bruifes for dii^ 
obedience 5 but, as I bowed under them, thod 
didft healme, continuing a father and a friend; 
i feel thy poWcr now, and 1 beg that, in thfe 
approaching trying moment, thou wilt keep 
roy. heart ftedfaft unto thee. — — Upoii hft 
giving dirtd ons to a friend concerning (omib 
little things, flie faid, 1 will take care, but 
hope tht^u wilt live to order them thyfel'F. 
jf^c replied. My hope is in Chrift ; and, though 
i may fccm a little better, a change in the dVf- 

order 
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mpictrntyCoon happen, and my Uttle ftrengtfi 
bediflbived $ and^ if it fd hap^s, I (battle 
gathered to my everlafling; rtft. On hel* fiyi 
kig (he did ftot doubt thftt, but eouM not liejil 
teooming td fee fb many faithful fehrjiinfik j^^^ 
jBOvcd at fo low a« time, he fatd[^ AH gcxxl 
Cometh from the Lord, whole powcnt is. ^ 
fame, and can work as he fees befti llid 
&me day he had gi^ren direftions about ^ntpx 

rg his corpfe : perceiving a friend to^^ep;^ 
faid, I would rather thou wouldfl guard a^!^ 
gainft weeping for me, my litter 5 1 forrovv; 
not, though I have had fome painful confii^ :f 
but now they feem over, and matters weH 
fettled } and I look at the face of my dear Re^' 
deemerj for fweet is his voice, ahdhiscoun^ 
tcnance is comely. 

Firft-day, fourth of the tenth thoHth; being; 
very weak, and in general difficult to be un^*' 
derilood, he uttered a few words in comme« 
moration of the Lord's goodneis, and added. 
How tenderly have 1 been watted on in thilT 
t'mie of aiilidiion I in which I may (ay, in Job'a 
words,^ Tedious idays and weatifomie nights ai^ 
appointed unto me : and how many are fjpcrfd^' 
ing their time and money in vanity and lbper«- 
iiuities, while thoufands and tens of thoufands 
^ant the necelTafies of life, who might be re^ 
lieved by them, and their diftrelTes, at fuch a 
time as thifr^ in -fome degree foftened, by the 
adminifteting fuitable things' ! 

Second^day morning, the apothecary, who 

.*appeared very anxious to a£[ift him, Mng 

prcfent, be 4^*^>'i^<^ about the probability of 

fuch 



iack > dr load: of^matterlaei&g 'thrown t)ff hi« 
we^K body ; aod^ the apothecary making ibmd 
rei^aiJb^ implyiagn he tk)ught it might, h^^ 
igoi» with ^ auiih}^ voice ga this wife : *r-ri 
my dependence is on tb^ Lord Jeftis^ who> h 
truft^ will forgive my (ins, which is all I hopo 
jbr J and, if it be his will to ratfe up this body 
again, I am content; and, if iq die, I am reni 
%0^ $ ^nd» if thou canil not be eafy witK-^ 
out trying to afiift nature^ I fubmit. Afieq 
which his throat was fo niuch affedted^ thafi 
it Was very difficult for him to fpeak fo as to^ 
be underftood } and he frequently, wrote when 
he wanted any thing. About the fecond hour^ 
on fourth-day. morning, he afked foi: pen and. 
ink, and, atfeveral tioies, w\th much difB^ 
cully, wrote thus : I believe q[iy being here is 
in ibe wifdom of Chrift $ I know .not .as to life 
6t'death. 

^ About a quarter bei^re ^Xy:^c iame mc^'n** 
iilg, he fecmcd tafiU into an eaf^ which-, 

continued gb9^t ba]^.an hour j,fwfaen, feeming 
to.jawake, . he bfea^hcd a few time?, with more 
dij^iUtyi.ajad c^ groan, oc 



r^' 



END X>F THE JOURNAL, 



:.5i T 



■■. > 






1 



V5 



o 



/ 



iJ . -l-. }:, 



[*' i ~. ;" 



i I 



,; C 



THE 



WORKS 



O F 



JOHN WOOLMAN. 

PART the SECOND. 

Containing his Last EPISTLE and 
other WRITINGS. 



LONDON: 

Printed for and sold by T. LETCHWORTH, 
AT N". 33, Toolby-Strbet, Southwark. 

MJJCCLXXV. 



y ■'>" ''> » 



'^^ 



^ ) 






^ ■ v » 









"5 



C O N S I D E R AT TO N S 

'on 
PURE WISDOM AND HUMAN POLICY* 

o N 
LABOUR; 

ON 

SCHOOLS; 

And on tlie RIGHT use of die 

LORD'S OUTWARDGIFTS. 
Firft printed in the year 1768* 



James iii. 17. 

^be wifdom^ that is from above^ tsjirfl pure^ 
then peaceable^ gentle^ and eafy to be intreafed^. 
fidl of mercy and good fruits^ Hoilhmt pdriia^ 
lity andmtbout bypocrify. 

^^11' i. ■ ITi^i *■ lif ' ^ I'lli. ■■■ ;VH, fc hill < II II 

I N T R O D U C T I O N. ■ 

Ti^T wind bath often been affeSted withfqr^ 
^■^ row^ on account of the prevailing of that 
fpirity wbicb leads from an bumble waitirig on 
the inward teacbing of Cbriji^ to purfue ways 
of livings attended witb unnecejary labour^ 
and wbicb draws f^b tbe. minds ef many peo-\ 

P 2 i^ 
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ffe fo feek after outi^ard power, and to Jlrhe 
for ricbeSy which frequently introduce oppreJfioHy 
^d bring forth wars and grie'vcus calamities. 

It is with reverence that I acknowledge the 
mercies, of our heavenly Father ^ who^ in infinite 
Jove, dia/i^fit pte in^my j^uth.and fvrought a 
belief in me, that through true obedience a fate 
vf inward purity may .be. known in thislife^in 
^which w,e ^may tove majikind^ in the fame love 
with i6hich dur Redeemer loifttb us^ and there^ 
in learn refigmiion .. to endure hardj^ips for f^f 
real good of others. 

^^,'^^' While t^ eye is finglcy the' whole tody h 
** full of light y'Mzt. vi. 22. but, for want of 
thiSi feljijh defires, and' an imaginary ^f^periort-- 
ty, darken the mind ; hence injufiice frequently 
proceeds I andj where this is the cafe, to con^ 
vince the judgement is the mofl efcSiual remedy. 

Where violent meafures are purfued in oppofing 
injujiic^y the pajjions and rcfentment's '^th'e in^ 
Jured frequently operate in the projecution of 
their defigns\^ a^4y after conflidis productive of 
very great calamities,^ the niinds of contetiding 
parties often remain as little acquainted with 
the pure principle of divine love^ as they were 
before \ but inhere people walk in that pure 
light in wbiih ^ all their ^* works are wrought 
** in Gody' John iii. 21, and under oppreffion 
perfevere in the meek fpirit^ and abide firm Vw7 
the caufe of truth, without aBively complying 
with oppreffive dema>ids^ through tbefe the 
Lord bath often mamfcfied his power ^ in open^ 
ing the underfiandings of others, to the promor, 
ting rigbteoi^nefs in the earthy 

A time^ 



A timey I believe^ is coming, wherein t^fis 

divine 'vdork wtUJb-Jphdi mi^rWkiP^^' iiSi 

" Nation jhall not lift up /word againji natioh^ 

^pnTir-leam^'uliraf' any /»(?/*^/' ifatehr-iir4. Afli 

as w, through the tender niercieV vf God^ do 

feel that this precious work is begun ^ lam cori'- 

cerned to encourage my brethren andjijiers in a 

holy care and diUgenSe^ ^tiiat e'dih jff us niby fo 

live, under the fanStifying power of truths as 

to be redeemed from all unneceffary cares i that 

cur eye being finglejo bim, no cyflotfis^ however 

prevalent^ which dre tonttary to the wifdoin 

from aiove^ may hinder us from faith fulls foU 

lowing his holf leadings^ in wbatfoeUer be may. 

^racioufly appoint for us^ 
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To ba««e cor trnft fe ttle in the Lord, 
and not to feek aftcf nor defire out^ 
ward treafures, any farther than his 
Holy Spirit leads us therein, is a happy ftatc ^ 
as faith the prophet, " Bleffed is the man that 
*^. trufteth in the Lord, and whofc hope the 
•* Lord is/' 

Pure wifd om leads peop l e into Ipwlinefs of 
mind, in wKTch thej^Jearn refignation to the 
divine will, and contentment in futfering for 
hiscaufe; when they cannot keep a clear con- 
fcience without fuifering. 

Jn this pure wifdom the mind is attentive to 
the root and original fpr ing of motions and de^ 
fires ; and, as we know " the Lord to be oiif 
'* refuge/' and find no fafety but in humbly 
walking before him, we feel a holy engage- 
ment, that every defite which leads therefroni^ 
may be broug*ht to judgement. 

While we proceed in this precious way, 
»d find ardent longings for a fall deliverance 

froH» 
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from evety thing which (Jeflles, di ptdSptS6i 
tf-gnfn, diat are' not-cowfiftcrrfr^h Ac- wipi" 
idooi from above^ arc cohfidei-ed as Tinires ; and 
nw inwardiconciern is Mtt xkM we may live on^ 
dcr the crofe, and faithfully attend to that hoiy 
•fpirit which k fufficieilt to prefervt out of 
ihem^ 

When I havef confidere d that fayii^ cf Chr ift^ 
Matt. vi. 19, *^ Lay not up tor yourfelvciB 
'" treafures upon earth," his oiiinipotence hatil 
.often occurred to my qaind • 

While we believe diat he is evtry wbei'e pre- 
•fcnt with his people, and that perfe6l goodnefj^ 
iwrifdoai, and power, are urihed in him, how 
4C<pmfoptable is tlie eonfideratica \ 

Our wants may be greats but his power 
is greater. We inay l>e oppreffed and defpi* 
kdf but he is able to tarn our patient fufier;^ 
ings. into profit to ourfd^es, and to the ad«^ 
vancenaent of his ■ wotk on earth. Hi6 
|>eople, who feel the power of his crofs, ' to 
crucify all that is felfiffa in them, who are 
engaged in outward concerns, firom a con*^ 
vincement that it is their duty/ and refign 
themfelvcs, and their treafures^ to him ^ ithefe 
fed that it is dangerous to giv« .way to.tfaalf 
in us^ which craves riches and greatnefs ib 
this world. . , ; 

As the heart,- truly contrite, iCjiraeftly de- 
sires ** to know Chrift, and the fcliowihip 
*♦ of his fufferingSi" Phil. iii. 10. 6y far as 
the Lord for gracious ends may kad into' 
them ; as fuqh feel that it is their iatereft to 
put their truil in God^ and to ieek 00 gain 

P 4 but 
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iKUt that which he^ l^..his Holy Spirit leads 
llilo ; &» on the contrary, f they m^ do not 
reverently ;W^. for this ^divine, teacher^ and 
tee not humbly concerned, according lo' their 
meafarej *' to fill up that which is behind of 
ff the affliaionS'ofXhrift/' Col. i.. 24, in 
patiently fufiering for « the promoting rights 
oufhefs in the earthy' but have an eye toward 
the power of men, and the outward advan^ 
tage of wealth, thefe: are often attentive to 
thofe employments which appear profitable^ 
-even though the giains arife from fuch a trade 
and bufimefs which proceed from the work^ 
ings of that fpirit, which is eftranged from 
the felf-denying life of an humble contrite 
chriftian. , . • : 

While I write on this fubjddl, I. feel my 
mind tenderly afFedted toward thofe hoheftly^ 
difpofed people, who have been brought u^p 
in employments attended with thofe diffi- 
culties. 

To fuch 1 may fay, in the feeUng of our 
heavenly Father's love, and number myfelf 
with them, Oh ! that our eyes may be fingle to 
the Lord ! may we reverently wait on 'him 
for ftrength, to lay aiide all unnecefiary ex- 
igence of every kind, and learn contentment 
in a i^ain fimple life. 

Maywc, in lowlinefs, fubmit to the lead- 
ings of his fpirit, and enter upon any out** 
ward employ which he gracioufly points out 
to (IS, and then whatever difiiculties arife, in 
cpnfcqucnce of our faithfulnefs, I truft they 
will work for our good. 

Small 



And human POLICY. 217. 

Small treafure to a refigntd mind kfisSii^ 
dent.' 'How happy \b it to' be content with 
k little, iGM live in hamitity, and feel >tbat in 
us» which breathes out this language, ^Abbvl 
Father!' . - ;:,:.: 

If. thatj called the wifdom of' this worlds 
had no reiexnbbnce of true wiidomi the namfe 
of wifdom, I fuppofe^ had not %^n givtfft 
to- itw ■ ' ■ • •: ' ■ i- 

As wafting outward iubflance, to gratiff 
irain defires, on one hand; (o flothfulnete 
and negled:, on the other, do often involve 
men and their families in trouble, ^nd reduce 
them to wane and diArefs ; to ihun 1x)th thefe 
oppoiite vices is good in itfeif, and hath a 
refemblance of wifdom 5 but while people, 
thus provident, have it principally in view ib 
get riches and power, and the friend(hip of 
this worlds * and do not humbly wait for the 
fpirit of truth to lead them in purity ; tbefe, 
through an anxious care to cbtarn- the end 
defircd, reach forth for gain in worldly wil- 
dom, and, in regard to their inward ftatif, 
fail into divers temptations and fnaresi And 
though fuch may think of applying wealth 
to good purpofes, and to ufe' their power to 
prevent oppreffion, yet wealth and power are' 
often applied otherwife; nor can*. we= depart 
from the leadings of our holy ihepherd, with- 
out going into cbnfufion. 

Great wealth is frequently attended with 
power, which nothing but divine love can 
qualify the mind to ufe rightly; and, as to 
the humility and nprightncfs of our chil- 

drea 
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4reii liftfcr uf , how great is :4hc wijcflftaioty ! 
If^ .in acquiring wealthy we tekeli^ qoUki 
wifiiofii wbioh is froru.beneathi and depart 
Aom the leadings of truths, md : txtrA^ qwi 
children herein, we have great caufe tc^ appre^ 
Jbend thtt wealth may be a (hare to them, tad 
prove an injorj to others^, over whom tbeif 
wealth may giv^ them power* : , . 

To be redeemed from that wifdom which 
t$ from beneath, and walk in the Ug^ of the 
Lord, is a precious iituation ; thus his peopte 
Are brought to put their truft in; him |. and^ in 
^Im humble confidence in his wiidomt gQod«» 
ixcfs, and power, the righteous find a refuge iin 
adverfities^ fuperior to greateft outward ii^pa^ 
and a conifert more certain than mky worldly 
advantages can afford. 

On LABOUR- 

HAVING, from my childhood, been nfedl 
to bodily labour for a li^ingy I may ex- 
prefs my experience therein. 

Right exereife affeircis an innocent {rteafar^ 
in the time of it, and pr^ares us to tnjoif tbe 
fweetnefs of reft f but, from the extremes eacb 
way, axife inccmveniences^ 

Moderate exercife opens the pores, give* 
the blbod a lively circulation, and the better" 
enables us to judge figbtly rcfpeaing that 
portion of labour which is the true mediunfrv 
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'?• The fowls of die airfownot^ nor gather 
^^ioto barns; yet our hetvenly Father fccdk 
VV fCh them/' Matt. vi. 26 ; nor do I believe 
that kifinke goodneft and power would have: 
sSbtted labour to uSi bad he not feen that h^ 
boar was prefer for us in thi$ life. 

The original defign and true medium of U^ 
hour are {iifa^eds that, to me> appear worth|9 
of our feriousconiideration. 

; Idle meii are . often a burden to themfelves^ 
Mglefk the duty they owe ta&eir families^ and 
become biirthenfome;to others aUb. . : ;:j 

. Aa. outward labour tends to i>ur health, :asuft 
adds to our happine& in this/lifoj fo^ oathcn 
oontrary, entering upon it in a fdtaft fpirit, and 
purfuing it too long oc too hard, have a cocM 
trary cftedL ; ^ 

I have ohfeived, that too much labour not 
only makes the underftanding dull, but fo in« 
trades upon the harmony of the body, that,, 
after ceafiog from our toil, we have another to 
pafs^through, before we can be fo compofed a». 
to enjoy the fweetnefs of reft. ^^ 

oFrxua toa iBOch labour in the heat fre^t 
quehily proceed imtnoderate fweats s which do; 
dfiben, I believe, open . the way £os diforders, 
and impair our cooilitutions, 

: WheA we go beyond the true OKdiamv 
and feel wearinefs approaohing, but think 
bitfinefs may foffer if we cea&» at fuch. a 
time- fpirituous liquo(S are freq^^ently taken^ 
with a view to fupport nature under thefe f^. 
t^e& « 

It^ave 
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^.. I have. found th^t tpo mucLlabaur,. m-^e 
fummcr, . heats', the blood ; that taking Atong 
drink, to fupport the body under fuch labonrV 
lacreafeth that heat .;..and that;; though a per-*^ 
fon may be fo far temperate as- not to manifeS: 
the leaft diforder, yet the mind, in fuch acio** 
cumflance, doth not retain that cahnnefs and 
ferenity which ^ we ihould endeavour to live' 
in. 

, Thus toiling in the heat, and drinking 
firong liquor^ make men more refoluteand lefs* 
coniiderate, and tend very much to difqualify 
fiom iucceisfully following him who is meek 
and low of heart. 

As laying out bufinefs, more than is con-* 
fiflent with, pure wiidom, is an evil, fo this 
evil frequently leads into more. Too much-' 
bufinefi leads to hurry. In the hurry and 
toil too much ftrong drink is often ufed ; and' 
hereby many proceed to noife and wanton-^ 
nefs, and fome, though more confiderate, do; 
often fufFer lofs, as to a true compofednefs of 
mind. 

* J feel fincere defires in my heart, that no 
rent, nor interefl:, might be laid fo high as 
to be a fnare to tenants : that no defires of 
gain may draw any too far in bufinefs : that^ 
no cares, to (bpport cuftoms which have not 
their foundation in pure wifdom, may have 
place in our minds; but that we may build 
on the fure Foundation, and feel our holy 
Shepherd to lead us, who alone is able to pre- • 
ferve us, and bring forth from every things 
which rdefiles* 

Having 
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- Having fcvcral -tiipncs, in my travels, had 
jbpportumty- JtQ obfervc the labour and manner 
bf Jife 6f greatnijmbcrs of flavcs, it appears to 
jaii that ^t-hc true medium is lamentably' rifc^ 
gleftcd by many^ who afli|;n them their portion 
of labour. ' '• , 

Wlthijut faying much, at this time, trbn- 
ccrning bufying and felling men, for term of 
life, who have as juft a right to liberty as wo 
ha\5e ;= nor. about the great miferies and efr 
foiion of ':blocd, xonfequent on promoting the 
flave-trade ; and to fpeak as favourably: aa 
th^jr, be, with regard to' continuing thojfc'iri 
bondage who are amongft us, --^ we cannot fey 
thdre is no partiality in it ; for, wh'itever tcn- 
dprncfs may be manifeftcd by individuals', 'iet 
|heir lifc-ttimc, toward them, yet for peopl6 
to be tranfmitted, from a man to his poftcrityv 
in the helplefs condition of flaves, appears in- 
confiftent :with the nature of the gofpel-fpi* 
rit. From- fuch proceedings it often. foUo^^i 
that perfons.'in the decline- of life are dcs- 
prived) of monies equitably due to them, and 
committed to th6 care, and fubje(aed to iihe, 
jibfolute pbwer, of young linexp^rieneed men,' 
who know bptjittlp about tb.e wieaknefs of oW 
age, nor qnderftand the language of decliniftg: 
life. 

Where parents give their cftates to their 
children, and then depend on them for a 
maintenance, they fometimes meet with great 
irtccfnveniences 5 but, if the power of polfef- 
fion, thus obtained, doth often reverfe the 
obligations of gratitude and filial duty, and 

makes 
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makes mariifeft) thaj: youth trt often Igho-^ 
rant of the language of old age, how^ hard » 
the cafe of antienc NegToes^ odio, deprived 
ef the wages cqaitablj due to ' i9l^^^ are left 
CD young fMlople, ^^o^ have been ufed to look 
upon them as their inferiors ! 
- Fbr men to behold the fruits of their labour 
\mthhetd from them, ahd poflcffed by oih^; 
tnd in old age find themfelyes deftitute^'of 
lltkt^ comfortable accomtiiodatiofts, md that 
tender regard which their time of life rc* 
quires: 

: When they feel pains, and ftiifhefs m their 
joints and limb^ weaknefs of appetite, and 
(hat a little labour is wearifome, and ftili be-^ 
hold themfelves in the negleftcd uncomfortable 
condition of a flave, and oftentimes to a young 
unfympathifing man : 

For men to be thUs treated from one gene-* 
ration to another, xvho^ befides 'their own 
diftrefies^ think on the flavery entailed on 
their pofterity, and are grieved, :what dif- 
^greeable . thoughts muft they have of the 
profeffed followers of Jefusl and how muft" 
their groans aicend to that almighty Beingi 
who *' will be a refuge for the oppreffed T'* 
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Si^er the Uitk cUldrm to ame mt^ nUi, 4tnd 
'fn-bid'tbemnoti ffrxfjkcb iitb^iingdm^ 
God. Mark x. 14. 

^0 caoQurage childi^en to do dbdbgft wldt 

.ji.vkw tp get praife of men tame ap4« 

pear8 an obftrudtiou to their being inwardlj^^ 
acquamte4 with the Ipirtt of truth* For it 
is. the vwrk of the Holy Spirit to dite& the 
miod to God» that in all our procoedinga 
we may. have a tingle, eye to hinir To give 
ako^inK&crety . to fail in feorf^f^ and labour' 
tokpop clear of that difpofitioo reproved by 
our Saivi<mr> ^' But all their work^ they do 
•* for icn be fcen of men," M^tt. xidii. 5* 

That divine light which enlightens all men, 
I.bolievei does of^en fliine in the. minds of* 
c];iildten very early, and to humbly w^it ioti 
wiiCdpOi>. that our cpndu(3: toward them may» 
tend to fwrward their acquaintanjcp with it^ 
o^d Anengthien theqa in obedience thereto^, 
app^^ra to me to be. a duty.on alU _ 

hy cherifliing the fpirit of pride, and . tfaoi.. 
lov^ of praife id tberii, I believe the/ may 
foOietkne^ improve fafter in learnings .than 
other wife they would i but to take meafures/ 
tQ forward children in learning, which na- 
turally tend to divert their minds from true 
|>)inE^tlity>. appears tg me (o favour of the wifdom 
of this WQfWt 

U 



^4 ^* f C|HO L ,S. 

If tutjfs ^re not acq^aiotejl with fanfitifi- 
cation of ^<pirit, ^of- fexf^erifcdc^ itth^n ^ hum- 
ble waiting for the leadings of truth, but 
&tfow/ «he^^iti9xinis of the wi(3oin' bf this^ 
wpfidiv JiKth^ jdbildrei^,^ as ace , und;er> 'their tu- 
ition, appear to me to be •id dariger of im* 
bibing thoughts and apprchenfions reverfe to 
tUitvnaieeibnfefi'and iowlinefs p( hc2Ltt whieh^ 
are::necefikry' for all the trud followers of 
(shrift;/ . : . . ''■ ^ ■ ^ » > • m 

.rGhildreiij at^ ati age iit fbi'fchools^ ttt in a 
time 6f life (Wbbh requires the patient atteil- 
tkmc^^ioua peK>plei; and/ if we comnoisthem' 
tO;the<^tibitioa. of foch. ^hpfe minds vre- be-' 
liBve areinot (ightly prepared to .*^j train them.: 
^V'Up ^1^ ^[1^ Aurturef and ddnionitioh of the - 
*tJ^ordy' we are in danget^of 'not afting the? 
part of faithful parents ti^ward them i for"* 
our hdavenly Father doth not require ui ko 
do tvH ■ ' that good may come of it'^ and it is ^ 
nwdfbl that wd <Ieeply examine Ourfelves/> 
left we get fentangl^d in the wifdotn,Cif thia^^ 
world, andi- through wrc>ng apprehenfioniSy'^ 
t^ke foah '. methods, in 'education, .as miyi^ 
prove a great injury to t&e^ minds of oUr chiU"^* 
dreh. /-' - • . 

vJtiisa loycty fight to behold innocent -chil- 
dren i and: when: chey are fent to fuch fchools 
where their tertderJ minds are in* imminent dan- 
xger of being .led aftray by tutors who do not 
liye a felf-denying: life, or by the converfation 
of fuch children as do^not \ivt in innocence^ 
it is a cafe much to be lamented* 

\l While 



Wiifile a, pious tutor. Ijatb the chafgc of nd 
inore clt^W^^a t^an he can take due care q^ 
and keeps his authoHty in the truth, th^ 
«gop<^ fpiriti in which he leads and governs^ 
toorks on the mind^ of fuch as .are not hard** 
.enedi and his Ubours nqt only tend to bring 
them forward in putw^rd learpinj;, but to 
open iheir iind^^rfiandijngs with rcfped to 
.t$6 Uuf Cl^viii'u^n life : hut, .where a perfoa 
hath charge pf too many, and his. thoughts 
j^nd tin^e ace fo much employedi in the out- 
ward affairs o^^ his fchool, that -lie doe^s nqt 
ib weightily attend to the Ijpirit and condudl: 
of each individual a3 to beenabkd.to admv^ 
nifler rightly to alU in. due fe^fon ; throagji 
liich qijniiUon^ he ^ot omiy fuijers, as to th^ 
ftato 9f his own luind, bat the minds of the) 
children ace in dftngex of fu^bring aUp« 
. - X9.i^?^l^ ^be fpirit of children^ to . nurture 
^th^fn tin.gofpel iove« afid, to labour ta^lurlp theal 
.againfi: ,chat which .vi;ould max t]^.b4^uty.()f 
jheir !ii^j|fRds, is a dej^t w-p owe them, « ^i^ 
.faith^Cul pQcforinance pf Qijir duty; not .^1^ 
t^ndj^.to tljiijqir Wling benefit apd .otir 9^1^ 
peace, buul^ fo r.^dci: tlxf^it $(tmpan[y agfj&q^ 
able, to us. . . • 

Inflrudtion j thus adminiflefed^ reaches 
the pure witnefs in the minds of fuch chil« 
dren as are not hardened, and begets love ia 
them toward thofe who thus lead them on ; 
:but, where too great a number is committed 
to a tutor^ and he^ through much cumber^ 
omits a Careful attention to the minds of chiU 
drcby there is danger of diforders ^:radually 

Q^ increaling 
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increafing amongil them, till the cfitSs there* 
of appear in their cpndad^ji too ftfong to be 
cafily remedied. -■ -^ "^ "*" ' - ^ * 

A care hath lived on my mind^ that more 
time might be enlployed by pftrents/ at ho^e, 
and by tutors^ at fchool, iti wbighttly at^ni^r 
ing to the fpirit and inclinations of chi)drei5 
and that we may fo lead, inftrudl:; and g^ 
vern, them, in this tender part of life, tKat 
ribthing may be omitted, in our power, to 
help them on their way to become the cbiU 
drcn of our Father, who isin heaven.^ 
^ Meditating on the iitaation of fchoolsi^ iii 
cur provinces, my mind hath, at times^ been 
Jificaed with forrow ; and, under thefe cxer- 
cifes, it hath appeared to me, that, if tfaofe, 
who have large eftates, were faithful fteW* 
ards, and Jaid no rent, nor intereift, nor othar 
demand, higher than is confident with uni<^ 
verfal love ; atid if thofe, in lower cireumiftanr^ 
ces, wbuld^ tinder a moderate emtioy^ ibttn 
tmnecefiary expence, even to the imatleft ar- 
ticle, andfallunite in humbly feeking' to the 
I^ord, he would gracioofly inftrodt us and 
ftfcngtheh lis i& reKeve the- youth from 
various fnares, in which many of them are 
-entangled. " ' 
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Oh the ftiGHT tTsB of th^ LO R I3*§ 
OUTWARD Gifts* . .; ' 

d our umlorftandings ftre t^eobbd by the 
pure lights we expcricne? that, through 
Aa^ipward approaching to God, , the mind is 
ftnjpqgthcyned in obedience; and that, by gr2j¥ 
UiyingthoCc d^fires whiph are jjot-of his be*. 
fpt|iH|riHofe approaches to him are. obftrudl* 
<4l£ /afiiT the deceivable fpirit gains flrcngth^i 
• Thefe truths being as it were -engraven 
Wpo^i.oor jhearts^ and our everlailtng interefl 
ili<Jhrift evidently concecneA herein, we be* 
€(0«ne fervently engagedi that noehing may 
|fcft.«Ouf.ilhed whifh tends to feed pride of 
felf-^veia us. Thus» in pure<)^di«ocei we 
«r4rlioti;Ooly inftruiSVcd in^ our duly to God# 
h^ts ^HSp in the aifairs which neceiTarUy -re* 
ltCe^;tQ this life, and the fpirit of trutb^^ : which 
^^I^e9 into all j;f\)th, 4eav^ns the xnind m^h 
ar piOttSxconcern, that? f 5 vh^tfoeycif w^ rdo^: ; iir 
5^tv^H>rd or deedj^ may /ibe.done ifi hi^ naoie.'*^ 
£al. iiib 17. ■ .-, "...,'■■ .. ..- :.■; ..V* ^ • ■■(•■■ ■■ 
cii-Ifence fuch buikling^> furniture* food, and 
f«m§otj as beft anftfver' ous;. neceffiticjs* and 
are the leaft likely to feed tliat fclfiCh fparit 
which is our enemy, are the moft acceptable 

to U8» 

In this (late the mind is tender^ and In* 
hardly watchful, that the love of gain drav^ 
us not into any bufinefs, which may weaken 
our love to our heavenly Father, or bring un« 
^ecefiaryc^rouble to any of his creatures. 

Qji Thus 



aaS On the ftlGftTU^ or the 

Thus the way graduidly opens to*ceafe 
ifrom that fpirit, which craves ricncsianiJ things 
fetched far, Avhich (o tni>^th with the cuf- 
toms of this world, and fo intrudes upon 
fhe true harmony of life, that the right Me- 
dium 6f fobour is very rtitich departed frbm. 
And, as the minds of people arc fetded itiik 
V fteady concern not to hold nOr pofiefs ' wiy 
thing but what may be held confiftent wira 
the wifdom from above, they confider what 
they poffefs as the gift of God, and are in^ 
tvardly exercifed, that in all parts of their 
condud: they may aft agreably to the nature 
of the peaceable government of Chrift. 

A little fupports fuch a life> and, in a 4lrte 
truly rcfigned to the Lord, the eye is filigkr, 
to fee what outward employ he lead« into, 
as a means of our fuhfiftence, and a lively 
care is maintained to hold to that without 
JaufTching farther. 

There is a harmony in the feveral jwtrt^of 
this divine work in the hearts of people ; 
he, who leads them to ceafe from thofe gain* 
ful employments, carried on in that wifdocpi 
which is from hencath, delivers aMb from th? 
flefire after worldly greatncfs, and reconciles 
the mind to a life fo plain, that a little doth 
fuffice. 

Here the real comforts of life are not ]eC- 
fened. Moderate exercife, in the way of true 
Wifdom, isplg?rfairt both to min JanS^rody'* 

Food and raiment fufiicient, though in the 
^eatcft firtiplicity, is accepted with content 
and gratirwte. 
-'■> The 



LORD'S OUTWARD GIFTS, aag^ 

;., The mutual love, fubfiftinjj between the 
faithful followers of Chfift, is more pure tharj^ 
that fnendfhip which is not feafoned witli 
humility, how ijpecious foever the appear* 

. Where people depart from pure wifdom in 
one cafe, it is often an introdudtion to depart 
from it in many more ; and thus a fpiric 
which feeks f^r outward great nefs, and leads 
Into worldly wifdom to attain it and fupport 
it, gets poi^ion of the mind. 

In ^JcholJIi^the cuftomary .departure from 
the true toHP^ of labour« and that unne- 
ccflkry tui! ^fch many go through, in fup- 
port ing vutw^d greatnefs^ and procuring 
dclic^iciesi % 

Jr|l>eh Ql|jp^ jiifl|v the true calmnefs of life 
.18 q^rLg^BHw) hurry^ and that many, by 
eagerly pmming outward treafure, are in 
great danger of withering as to the inward 
Aate of the mind: 

In, meditating: on the works of this fpirit, 
and on the defolations it makes .amongH: the 
profefTors of chriftianity; I njay ^thankfully 
acknowledge, that I often feel pure love be* 
get longings in my. heart, for the .exaltation 
of the peaceable kingdom, of Chrii}:, and an 
engagement to labour according to the gift 
beftowed on me, for the promoting an hum« 
ble, plain, temperate, way of Jiving: a life^ 
where no unneceiTary cares nor expences 
may encumber our minds, iipr le0ibn our a* 
-bill ty to do good ; where no. Retires ^ftef 
riches, or greatnefs^. may Tead ilUP ^ard dqaU 

0^3 i"g5 



injf f whir^' 4^0 corrntfflSoiis w!th worldly-* 
fntnded " mferi may abate tbur Ibv^' to God/ 
n6r wc^ktri a tme zeal For'tiglitcoufnifs i 3 
life, wherc^h %e^riiay dlKgtntiy labour for 
refigritdh^fs to do, i^nd. fdffef, whatever* mrr 
hc^VcfVly' Father may illot for tis^, in recon*' 
ciii8g%i . \vorW to himfcjf, ;■ ^ ^ '- ^* 

'Whait^e-jrro))het Ifetah had tittered fiis* 
vifioiij ahdyefelafed thit a time was tromfrtg* 
wher^iri^^* fvv*ords (houlcj bie beatitito plough- 
•* (bares, and.fpcars into prutiing-hooks, and * 
^* that nation fcould not'lifttrp fwordagainft 
*^ Tiation, nbrleam war ^ny more;" he im- 
mediately direds the mimis" of people to the 
divine Teacher iit this remarkable language, 
** O houfe of Jacob, come ye and left ns walk 
^' irt ihe light'of the Lord." Jfaiah ii\ 5, 

To wait fbr the diretSion of this Lights M^ 
all temporafas well as fpiritual concerns, ap^ " 

f)cars neeeffary; 'for if in any cafe we enter * 
i^htly into temporal affairs, without feeling ' 
this fpirit of truth to open our way therein, 
arid through the love of this world proceed ' 
en,' and feek for gain by that bufihefs, of 
tr^^fRc, which ^«- is not of the Father, bqt of - 
«• the world," i John \\^ 16, we fail in our 
teftimony to the purity and peace of his got 
vernment, an^ get intQ (hat w^ii^h \9 for '^ 
^haftifement, 

This (Patter hath lain heavy en my mind, 
it being evidtot, that a life lefs ho^xhle, lefii 
$mple an4 plain, than that which Chrift 
)ead$ his (heep into^^ does nrcefl^rily req^uirQ 
ft^ppertl wW«h j)W? wi^QTO 4q« ftot pro- 

Vi4« 



vide for f hcocie t}^ftr(^,is iio prqhability of our.: 
being /r a peculiar peqple^ fo zealous of good >. 
*\ work^^ aa to have no fejUo wfbip with works . 
'^ of darknefs/' Tittis ii« i4» Epbef. v. ii»; 
while wc. have wants to fupply which have 
their foundation in guilom* and do not come 
within the meaning of tbofe expreflionSp 
^f your, heavenly Father kaoweth that ye have 
^^ oe^ of ^thefe^ things.'* Matt< vL 32. 

Thefe things which he : beholds neceilarf . 
for his people^ he fails not to give them in 
his oiK^n way and, time ; but as his ways are 
abpve.our ways, and his thoughts above our: 
thoqghtSf fo imaginary wants are different 
*' iiron^ thefe things which he knoweth that 
**; we have need of/* 

As my meditations have been on thefe 
things » companion hath filled my heart to- 
ward my fellow-creatures, involved in cu(^ 
toms, grown up in /^ the wifdom of this 
•• world, which is fooliftmels with God/' 
I Cor« iii. 19 ; and Q. that the youth maybe . 
fO: thoroughly experienced ip. an, humble 
walking before the Lord, that they may be 
his children, and know , him to he their re* . 
fuge^ their iafe unfailing refuge I through' 
the various dangers, attending this uncertaia 1 
ilate of being. \. .r \r>-i 

If thofe wbofe minds are redeemed from , 
the. love of wealths ^nd who are content with 
a plain^^iimple, way o£ living, dpy^t find th»t ■:; 
tCKXondudi; the a^airs of a f^ily^ without:! 
giving countenance to. unrighteous proceed^ i, 



ings, or Bavirig fclio\i/fhip with worlb of 

4iarfcoefe, the moft diligent care is nedifiary ;■ 

If cuftoms, ^iftiii'gukhfable' from imiverfal' 

nghteoiifncfs, an4 oppofite to the erne fclf- 

(tenying life, arc .now pfcva^lenr, ^tid; fo mix-^ 

ed withr tr^ie^ andi-^with ^Imoft efctrjr cna- 

ploy,^ ;hat it is only through humble' waiting' 

o»i thd Jnward gmdance*6f truth, that «vd' 

may rc^ohahiy hope to wdk fafety, and fup*^' 

port an uniform teilioiouy to the peaceable 

gov^rnolent qf Chtift ; ^ 

' If thii? be the caf^, : how timenfibly do they 

expofe th'cmfclycff to temptations, who giv^ 

jV7^v to the love of riches, conform to expen« 

(t^c living, and fcach forth for gain, to fop^ 

port cuftomsjj vyhif h .9^^ bpiy S^phcrd leaid^ 
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M I c A H V. 7. 

jfnd the remnant of Jacob Jhall be in the 
midjl of many people as a dew from the Lord^ 
(fs the Jhowers upon the grafs, that tarrietb 
not for man, nQr wait etb for the fons ofmen^ 

*?T^^^^^S" II ". ' ■ ■ .. ^ 1 JI..I 1 1 . I 'l l i . t *' w. ' v. ' w ' li. i ' iM i >i" . ^ssa^BBBSCasgi^Mt^ 

INTRODUCTION. 

^S manUndfrom $ne parent are divided into 
•^^ many families^ and as trading to fea is 
griatl^ incrfafedmthin afewages pajii amidft 

this 



this extended commeree^ how necejfary is it that 
the prof ejfed follower f>^of C^^ keep facred his 
holy nam^% and Jb^ employed about trade and 
traffic ho farweP'tMn-^jujike dki equity - evi^ 
dent fy ^accompany! that, we may ^ive npjuji 
caufe of offenie to ariyf^however di/iant or un^ 
aileio p/eadJheir own caufe-, and may C4intinii^ ^ 
aHy keep in view the Jbfeading bf the true ani^ 
faving knowledge of God, and his fon Jefns 
Cbr^, amon0 our fellow^creaiutes^ which, 
through bis infinite love, fome feel to . be more 
ftremiisthandrif^otber'treafufe'^ ^ 
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CHAP. I. 

On Serving the Lord in our otftward employ^ 
ments. 

UNDER the humbling difpenfations 
of the Father of mercies, I have felt 
an inward labour for the good of my fellow* 
creatures, and a concern that the holy Spirit^ 
which alone can refiore mankind to a ilate of 
true harmony, may with finglenefs pf heart 
be waited for and followed. 

I truft there are many under that vifitationy 
which, if faithfully attended to, will makd 
them quick of underftanding in the fear of the 
]lrord^ and qualify with prmnefs to be true 
patterns of the chriftian life, who in living 
gnd walking may hold forth an invitation to 
others, to come out of the entanglements of 
thcfpiritoftbis WQrldt . 

And 



And that which I feel firft to eacprefs is a 
ctre for thofe wh§ 2te in ieirftumftances which 
appear difficulty with refpe^ to fupporting 
their it^ntiiicfiriiiiA y(PSiy9in(wtriAl6'iop\x^ wif- 
dom, that they may not be difcouraged, but 
remember that> in humbly obeying the lead* 
ing-cf Chriftt he owneth us /as his friendly 
^ le ard my friends if ye do whatfoevei* I 
** command you 5" and to be a friend to 
« CBirHt 19 tcr b6 4imt€d to hiid Who hSth all 
<power in heaven and in earth ; and, though a 
WBBHiT may forger her focfcrng chSd, yet wttt 
he not forget his faithful ones. 

The condition of- m«ny ^ho dwell in cities 
hath often afFefted me with a brotherly fym- 
jEffcH^. attemted with a defire that refigoa^ 
tion may be laboured for ;. and, where the ho- 
ly Leader dircdeth to a country-life, or fomc 
iciwEa^ df employ, he may be faithfully foU 
iOiKVCjd;. for, under the refining hand of thie 
Lord, I have feen that the inhabitants of fomc 
-iDfties . are greatly increafed^ through fome^ 
:'branches of bufinefs which his holy Sph-it 
'^h. not lead into; and that being entangled 
in thefe things tends to bring a cloud oyer 
|he minds of people , cbavinced of the leadings 
of .this holy JUeadery and obikuds the coming 
S>f the kingdom of Chrift on earth as it is io^^ 
tieayenn 

N<iw, if we indkijge a defire to imitate our 
aeigbiK»ur& ia thofe things which harmonizp 
ffkOt with the true Ghriftian walking, thele 
entanglements may hold £aft to us, ajod^nne, 

who. 



fvihoy in an zyMatnim timcii fed ildbder d£iru« 
plTB, with xd^tA to tbeir natmcr tef ^ikfii 
May look on the^examj^leiof .ddierB moa^ un 
ted in the diuocb, who Qrot-fRi&y not be«^ 
Aned iroin' every degree i>F..'daif8 /^ tind»'fa]B 
looking on tfaefe exanipleSy itnd: dafising^Mi 
fbpport (h^r : families m ai^ap (^lea&nCiio 
the natoril mind, there otiy l)c danger of the( 
woHdiy wilHam gaining ftreoigfli in il^iaBD^ somI 
•f 4[heir departure fronk^diat ipure GitSi^.ai 
truth> which > if faithfully attended to, )UMhiU 
teach contentmeiTt in the ^vincMnU^eBebia 
a very low eftate^ r[ 

One, formerly fpealcing oh; the profitaUer* 
nefs of true hnmility, faith': ^ iBe .tbae 
troubles not hinblelf with anions thooghnr 
for mpre than : k necefiary i lires little -^hh 
than the life of angels^ whilft, by t. miodi 
content with little, he imitates their wmat 
of nothing/', Cave's Primidve Chrifttani^^ 
page ji. .';: 

:^' It is >obtienoughr fays' 'Tevtulliao, tbat.ta 
Chrtitian be ^cha&e and^modtA ;ibut hjcjoiiuft 
appear to be ib: a virtue, :of i«9&ich heihoulA 
liave fo great a Ibire, that itiOiouidl. fiawifronai 
liii mind^ttponJiis habit, /and: bueak fronar die 
retirements of his confcience into itbe fnpciD^ 
6cie8 of bis life.'' Saaie'bookr-ipag^ 49-^ 

^' the garments we wear^ffays Ciemeiify 
ought to be mean and frugali: <diat is tntefimH 
plicity of- habit which tflkeai away whatisivaia 
and fuperfluous ; that the baSt and moft (olid 
garment which is the fartbeft from, curio^ityi": 
Page 49. 

Tllpugh 
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r*:- Though the change fromdty tonight !• 
hf^f'Z motion {o gradual as fcarcclyt to ^ per^ 
ceived^ yet when night is come we behold it 
«e!ry difFerent from the dBj;::: and thus, as 
people become' wife in their own ^es mA 
prudent in* their own fight, cufloms rife up 
ifrom the fpirit of this world, and fpread hy 
littie^ and little>' till a deparlnire from the^ 
£mplicity that ^here 16 in Chrift becomes: a^ 
iiiAinguiihable as light from darknefs to Tuch 
as are crucified to the world. : 
.'. Our holy Shepherd^ to encourage his flock 
in firmnefs and perfeverance, reminds them 
ef his love for them, ^' As the Father hath 
¥ loved me, fohave I loved you; continue ye 
^ in my love ;** and in another place graci* 
•ully points out the danger of departing therof 
iirom, by going into unfuitable ■• employmentSi} 
this he reprefents in the fimilitude of oiFenco 
fx^om that uieful.adive member, the hands 
and, to fix the inftrudion the deeper, name* 
the right hand^ ^* If thy right hand ofHmd 
? thee, cut it off and caft it ffom thee"-^ II 
thou feelefl: ofiFence in thy employment, hum^ 
Vly follow him who leads into all truth, and 
18 a ftrong and faithful friend to thofe who ara 
lefignedto him. ; 

> Again, he points out thofe things which^ \ 
appearing pleaiant to the natural mind, are ] 
not beft for us, ;in the fimilitude of offenco I 
from J:he eye, ^ If thy right eye ofifend tbeey / 
" pluck it out and cdl it frc»n thee/' To / 
phjickout the eye, or cut off the haftd, is at-»/ 
tended with (harp pain j and how precious iy 

the 



ihc inftruftion which our Redeemed thus opens 
to as { that we may not faint tinder the moft 
piamful triali, but put bur truft in^him, even 
» him who fent an angel to feed* Elijah in the 
wiWerncfs! who fed a multitude* with a few 
barley loaves^ and is now as attentive to the 
wants of his people as ever I 
'.^^ The prophet Ifkiah reprefents the unrigh^ 
teotfs doings of the* Ift^aelites towat* the poot 
asthcf fruits of an effenfiihate life/ •*^- As for my 
•* people,' children are their oppi?efibrs, wid 
•i women rule over* them; ^ What nicar/iyc 
«* that ye' beat my people to pieces; and grind 
•^ the faces of the p6or ? faith- the Ldrrf God." 
Then be 'mentionsF^ tb6 haufghtiliefs of the 
daughters of Sion, and enumerates- niiiny or- 
naments, as inftanceS'Of theiif Vanity/ to up«a 
hold which the poor were fo hiardly dealt with; 
that he fcts forth their jioverty, theit • leartnefs, 
and inability to help themfelyes, itif the fimilr- 
tudeofaman maimed by viblence-or'^ beaten 
•^ to pieces/* ahd forced to endure: thtf*painftfl^ 
operation of hiavingf'hris 'face- 'gradually; Worri 
away in the manner of grinding; ^ - 
' And I- may here add^ tbat^'^at times, wl^en 
"IhaVe lelt true love^pen ttiyi heart tovl^arda 
my fellow-creatures, and been ^rtgagjcd'^ftv 
iflreighty coAverfatioit in the^'eaufe' of^fighte- 
outhefs^ the inftrudiotis I- have received^ un- 
der thefe exdrcifes,' 4n regard to the true uib 
ef the outward gifiDf'of':Go(H havu^ mad* deep 
md lafUng impreifiofns btf lAy tniftd, ; 

' '-■ > ».. . ^v-* .^'' ' IhaVb 



0^ C^^ftnt^tHprfeOlU)^^^ 

/. I Jiavf here Midd, fagwL the dsfirc to prftf 
/ wide wealth^^^^jt p uphol d a delicate l^fi 




e have; bpc ojifei^c^^ a ieafe.of ilMk 



^c hel ped out aftbooi} yet, Jfpr -w^af,,^ 

' upd^ l(be ,hua>biling pawer ^f tt^th^ 

^y have €Qot|aued in xhi&fp leo^ai^^fptiefl^ 

iio? in remaipipg cQpjfoi»a?l>l^ tP th». ««14* 
Ifl^ givifig way to .a 4el|cafie Ji^, t^. ea?* 
jifjoi^ve v^ay of l^yii3g« in par^nf^. s|(D4 in 
t^fMrtn, hath: c?)Jed ^ ^ l^ge ^pp^> ^d 
in apfweiin^ this cgU /^ j^h^ %es cf t^e ^poon'^ 
imt \>cpn ground awayi a^d made thi^ tlyPH^ 
ivd df?alii?g- J 

l^re 18 Meiltn) thece is a phyficianil ^q4 
O what longings do I f^el ! that we may en^r 
brace fhe ijpeans apppioted for pur hj$alii;g^ 
^and kno?w (hat r6moYe4 which ntinliiyBf^s \iq^ 
iCaufe^ for the cries of ojanypeople^ toa^jeo^ 
fto heaven. again A their opprefTots^ and tl^a^t we 
^ay. f<^e ^tjfkc true harmony rreilgred ! 

Behold ^^ how gpod and how ple^f^n^ it. js 
*' fyf bretjjr^ to .dwell togeth.ei:Jpjwutyf'' 
The pfture^/pf this unity is thu^p ff^f^^ i^/ 
^the*poftip3j " If jve waljk in thp lig)?t, «^* 
/* X^ijfift jsjn t^e-lighti we fhallhaye f^o^v^ 
*' ihjp one with apoth^fi and tli^e ^Ipofl iO^ 
/V Chri(l wiU deanfe usfi:<|^ 

The iand pfiay be pplluted with ipnop^itC 
blood, which like the blood of Abel. fi)ay^(:|^ 
,tp the Almighty; but thofe who " walk iri 
"•' the light as Chrift is in the light," they 

know 



know the *• LambofGodi who wkct& away 
«* fin." 

Walking is a phrafc frequently nrfed, m ftritf- 
twa, to rcprefciXt our journey tRroagh lift, 
und appears to comf/rehend tbe varidus dMii% 
land tranfadions property reJatifig to our bd^ 
ing in this wotM. 

Cbriftj being tlut light, dwells always in the 
lights and if our ^aiJcing be thus^ and irt 
every affair and eoneern- we faithf^ify foltevr 
this divine Leader, He prdcrves from giving" 
juft caufe for any to qxiarrel witb us ; and; 
where this foundation is laid^ aisd nc^uiiiaHj^ 
kept to> by families cbnverfant wirf> each o^ 
tliier, the way is open for thefe comforts in 
fociety, which oUr heavenly Father intend* 
as'a part of our happinefs in this world"; abd 
then we may orperience the gk2)odt»ffs and 
pleafantnefs of dwelling together in Ufti»y; 
but, where wj qts of JkingL.take places which 
tcnd ^to oppre flion^_and, irt the purfuir ol 
wea lth, people do tha t to others which the'yf 
" ^wyTwould notJ ac acceptable to- themfelvesi 
cidyr in^jexerciiiog^ an abfolute power ov«i:f 
jEa3v_Qr ^hepwife laying on them unequit- 
ablcLJM4:deAs^r^^fc a fear, left that mealiit^ 
(bould be meted to them which they haveir 
meafored to othens, incites a care to fuptK)fC 
that by craft and cunning devices which {tanda ' 
not on the firm foundation of righteoufnefs: 
thus the harmony of fociety is broken, and from 
hence commotions and wars dafrecjuently arife' 
in the world. 

R " Come 



5^ Gocttc out of Babylon^ my people, that 
*' ye be not partakers of her fins, and that yc 
.«* rccf^ive not of her plagues." Rev. xv. 3, 4. 
This Babel, 6r Babylon, was built in the 
f pirit of felf-exaltation : •* Let us build us a 
*' city and a tower, whofe top may reach to 
" heaven, and let us make us a name." G.en# 
xi. 4. In departing from an humble truft in 
God, and following a felfi(h fpirit, people 
have intentions to get the upper-hand of their 
fellow-creatures, privately .meditate on means 
to obtain their ends, and have a language in their 
hearts which is hard to underiland. In Babet 
the language is confounded. 

This city: is reprefented as a place of bufiU 
nefs, and. thofe employed in it as merchants 
of the earth: " The merchants of 4he earth 
** are waxed rich through the abundance of 
" her delicacies." Rev. xviii. 3. 

And it is remarkable, in this call, that the 
language from the Father of mercies is, My 
people, " Come out of Babylon, my people!'* 
Thus his tender mercies are toward us in an 
imperfeft ftate ; and, as we faithfully attend 
to the call, the path of righteoufnefs is more 
and more opened ; cravings, which have not 
their foundation in pure wifdom, more and 
more ceafe; and, in an inward purity of 
heart, we experience a reftoration of that 
which was left at Babel, reprefented by the 
infpired prophet in the " returning of a pure 
" language." Zeph. iii. 9. 

Happy for them who humbly attend. to 
the .call, " Come out of Babylon, my people.'* 

For 



OrrtwA^ft employments; i^y 

Fot though in going forth we may meet with 
trials, which for a time may be painful, yet/ 
as^ wc* bow in' true hamility, and continue in 
iri an evidence is felt that God only is wife j 
and that, in weaning us from all that is fclf- 
iib,; hj5 pcepafea the way to a quiet habitation 
where all our delires are bounded by his ivif- 
dotil. And an excrcife of fpirii attends me, 
that we, who are convinced of the pure lead- 
ings of truth, may bow in the deept-ft reve- 
rence, and fo watchfully regard this leader, 
that many, who are grievoufly entangled in a 
wildcrnels of vain cuftoms, may look upon 
U6, and beinflrudled. And Oh! that fuch, as 
l)ave plenty of this world's goods, may be 
ftithfiil in that with which they 'arc entruft-* 
ed I and example others in the true Ghriftiaa 
walking. 

Our blcffed Saviour, fpeaking -on worldly 
greatnefs, compares himfelf to one waiting* 
and attending on a company at dinner: 
•* Whether is greater, te that fitteth at meat 
" or he that ferveth? Is not he that fitteth- 
** at meat ? but 1 am amongft you as he that 
** ferveth." Luke xxii. 27. 

Thus, in a world greatly difordered, where 
men afpiring to outward gieatnefs were wont 
to opprefs others to fupport their defigns, he^ 
who was of the higheft dcfcent, being the 
Son of G( d, ?-nd greater than any amongft 
the greateft families of men, by his example 
and dodtrines foreclofed his followers from 
claiming any fhcw of outw.ird greatnefs, from 
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afty fuppofed fupcriorhy in themfelves, op 
derived from their anceftors. 

He, who was greater than earthly princes, 
Vas not only mc^ and low of heaict, hat hid> 
outward appearance was plain and loM^ly, 
and free from every ftain of the fpirit of this^ 
world. 

Such was the example of oar bleilfed Re* 
deeiBer> of whom the beloved difcipte fsiid^ 
•* He, that faith be abideth in him, ought alfa 
V to walk c^en.as he wallied/' 

John Bradford, who ftiffercd roartypdom 
under queen Mary, wrote a letter to hiS' 
friends out of prifon, a ihmrt time before be 
was burnt, in which are thefe expreflionsj 
•^ Confider your dignity as children of God 
and temples of the Hoty Ghoft, sn6^ mcm^ 
bfersofChriftj beafhamed therefore to thinks 
fpeak, or do any tbdng, unfeemly for God's 
children and the meml^irs of Chrift/' Fox's^ 
Afts and Monuments, page 1177. 



C H A P. II. 

On the example of CHR IS T. 

AS my mind hath been brought into a 
brotherly feeling with the poor, as to 
the things of this life, who are under trials 
in regard to getting a living in a way. ap- 
fwerable to the purity of truth; a labour of 

heart 
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heart hath attended me, that their way may 
not be made difficult through the love of mo- 
ney in thofe who are tried with plentiful cftates, 
but that they with tenderneis of heart may 
Sympathize witth them. 

It was the faying . of . our bleflecj Redeemer, 
*' Ye cannot ferve God and Mammon." There 
is a deep feeling of the way of purity, a way, 
in which the wifdom of the world hath no part^ 
but 16 opened by the fpirit of tjruth, and is 
** called the way of boliqefs j" a Way, in which 
ihiQ. tcav^eUer is employed in watching unto 
prayer ; and the outward gain We get in this 
journey is coniidered as a truil committed to us 
by HIM who formed. and fupports the world, 
find is the rightful dire^or of the ufe and applL* 
!»tion of the produdt of it. 

Now, except the mind be preierved chafle^ 
lhereis.no fafety for US; but, in a|i edxange- 
tnent from true refignation, the fpirit of the 
world caAs up a wiy, .in which gjiin, is, nxany 
times principally attended to, and in which 
there is a klfOh application of. outward trea* 
fures. 

How agreeable to the true harmony of fo« 
ciety is that exhortation of the apoftle ! 
** Look not every man on his own things^ 
*^ but every man on the things of others. 

Let this mind be in you ^hich was alio in 

Chrift. Jefus." 

A perfon in outward profperity may have 
the power of obtaining riches, but| the fame 
mind being in him which is in Chrift Jefus, 
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he may fee^I a terfdern^fs of heart towafd 
•tho(e of low degree J and, inftead of fetting 
himfdf above them, may look upon it as aa 
Dn merited favour that his way through life 
is mere, cafy than the way of many others.; 
may improve every opportunity of leading 
f rth cut of thore cuftoms which have^en- 
-^^angled ihe family; employ his time in lock- 
ing into the wants of the poor members ; artd 
hold forth luch a perfe^ example of bumiK- 
ation, that the pure witnefs may be reached in 
many minds, and the; w^y opened for a har- 
monious -Walkirtg together. 

Jefus Chrift, in promoting the happinefs 
of others, was not deficient in looking for the 
•hclpkfs who lay in obfcuriiy, nor did he 
f;five any thing to render himfelf honourable 
iftmoMgft men, which might have been of 
more ufe tarthe weak members in his Father's 
family j of whofe compaffion toward us I 
may now fpeak a little. He, who was per* 
ftfi-ly happy in himfelf, moved with infinite 
love, *' took not upon him the nature of ari- 
<* gels," but our_Uinp§rfedt nature, and 
thecdn wreiflea^wiih- the temptations which 
atten^^li^^'MrihlsJi^^ the Sop of 

«JM^^wbor-ir^fea^ earthly princes, yet 

became a companion- to poor fincere-heart- 
ed men i and, though he gave the clearcft 
evidence that divine power attended him, ytt 
the moft unfavourable ;:onftruftions were 
fi amed by a frlf-righteous people j thofe 
miracles reprefented as the effect of a diabo- 
Kpalpow^rj apd eadeitvours yl?d to render 
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him hateful, as having his mtilioti from the 
prince of darkncfs : nor did their envy ceafe 
till they took him like a crimmal and brought 
him to trial. Though fome may afFcft to 
carry the appearance of hcing unmoved at 
the apprehenfioa of diftrefs, our dear Re- 
deemer, who was perfedly fincere, having 
the fame 'human ndture which we have, and 
feeling, a little before he was apprehended, 
the weight of that work upon him for which 
he came into the world, was " forrowful 
^^ even unto death :" here the human nature 
ftruggled to be excufed from a oil|) fb bitter; 
bur his prayers centered in refignalion : " Not 
** my will, but thine, be done." In this con- 
fliifl, fo great was his agony, that " fweat, 
^^ like drops of blood, fell from him to the 
** ground/' ' 

Behold now, as foretold by th§.prophet, he 
is in a judicial manner ** numbdred with the 
•* tranfgreffars."' Behold him, as fome poor 
man of no reputation, (landing before the 
high'prieft and elders, and before Herod and 
Pilate, where witneflcs appear againft him, 
and he, mindful of the moil gracious deiign 
of his coming, dcclrneth to plead in his own 
defence, ^^ but, as a (heep that is dumb be- 
** fore his (hearer," fo he, under many accufati- 
ons, revilings, and bu(Fetings> remaineth (i- 
lent. And, though he fignified to; Peter that 
be had accefs to power fuificicnt to- overthrow 
all their outward forces, yet, retaining a refig- 
nation to fuffer for the (ins of mankind, he 
exerted not that povter, but permitted them 
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to gp -Oil ia tiieir usalipious /dieCgnfy and pro 
otxuAce Jbiim to be worxhy of deaths even h^m 
who was perfa^ in goodoefs : thus, '^ in his 
« huaUiaiioa, bi3 judgement was ta^en a-» 
V.way," and hej, like ionae vile oiiiiiunal^ 
*Mcd as a lamb to the flaughter/' Undes 
tbef^ heavy trials (cbougb poor unftablc Pjlat^ 
^as convinced of his ixiaocence, yex) the peo-? 
pic generally looked upon him 'a$ a deceive^ 
9ixd blaiphemer, and the approaching pun UhT 
m^nt as a juft judgement upgo him :. *^ -They 
*^. eileemed him Irnitteu of God and afiiided/' 
$o girat Ha^ been the fuirprize of his difclplesi 
at his being t^n by armed men, . that they 
*^ forfpek him and fled ;".thus thiey hid theif 
iace^ from hini i he was delpuied.; . and bjr 
tlvir- copdp^ it appeared as tbai^gh *^ ' they ;c^ 
^* teemed him not.*' 

. Bi4, poiurary to that opinion, of his being 
fmitt^ of Bofd and aj^itited, it was for oiu: 
fakes that " he was put to grief: he was 
^* WQunded for ovr tranigreflions ^ he wu^ 
IV bruifed ^or our iniquities i\ and^ under tha 
weight of them, manifefting the deepeft com-r 
p^ffion fpr thp inftrumentii of his mifery, la- 
boured as t|ieir advocate, aiid^ in the deeps of 
^iBidlion^ with an .unconquerable patience^ 
cried out, *' Fatl^er, £pigive tl^eqi j they kno\if 

4^ npt wh^it they dp r 

^ Now. t^. XQiOd being in us, which was 
ip Cl^rift jeiifis. U rc^noy^s^ from our hearts, 
dbe.defire pf fupq^iority, wofldjy honour, or 
greatneisji a deep acteotiou is felt to the di-* 
m^ coynMo^^^ 11^4 %A ar^eft^ en^agcmeftt 
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to promote^ a^ far as we amy be coabledi the 
bappineis of naankind . univerfaUyn This ftaie^ 
where every motioa from a ieliiih fpirk yieldv 
eth to pure love^ 2 CQay« with giatUude tt> the 
iF'ather of mercies, . acknoMrle^ge, is -often o«* 
pened be^^re me> as a pearl to d^ after ac^ 
tended with a livini^ conocriH that» amoogft 
the many nattoni and fimQifs xok the eaj^ 
tbde who believe on the Meifiah, that '^ b« 
^^ was manifefied to dc^ro);. t\kc works of cbi^ 
^^ devil," and thus ta.^' taJ^ a^i^y the £ns of 
^^ the world,'' may experience the will of our 
))eaveiily Father ^^ may be dM|» on earth 
*^ as It is in heaven." Strang ar« the defiret 
I joften feel, that this holy profefiionr may tg^ 
plain unpolluted, and the belijBvers- in Chrift 
xnay fo abide in the pure inward feeling of bis 
fpirit, that the wifdom from abow may (him 
forth in their living, as a light by which others 
may be inftrumentally helped oalbeir way> in 
the true har9K>fuous walkin^^ 



CHAP, III- 

Qn Merchandizing. 

WHEHE the treaA^res of pure love ant 
opeiied, and weobediently:followhiai 
who is the Ughl of ^Ik^ the mind becomes 
ch^e, and a <are is fcit that die undtion fr«fii 
t|ae Holy O^e ma^ be CAir \^^%x VQ every un^ 
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^^ In lieing crucified to the world, broken- 
4lff irom ^that fricndflbip which is enmity with 
'God; and "dead to the caftoms and fafhions 
Wbich have not their foundation in the truth, 
the* way is prepared to lowlinefs in oat ward 
•Mffing, and to a - difentanglement from thofc 

> fiiares wbidi attend^ the love of money ; and 
where the £atithful friends of Chrift arefo fi- 
tnated that merchandize appears to be their 
Afty, they feel * a reftraint from proceeding 
farther than he owns 'their proceeding, being 
convinced diat *^ we are not our own, but are 
*^ bought with a price, that none of us may 
*♦ live to purfclves, but to him who died for 
^ 0$.'' 2 Corin. V. iji Thus they are taught 
fibt only to keep to a moderate advance and 
»prightn^i(s in their dealings, but to confi* 
der the tendency of their proceeding ; to do 
nocking which they know would operate a- 
gsnnft the cauie of univerfal righteoufnefs ; and 
to keep conrinually inview the fprcading of 
the peaceable kingdom of Chrift amongft man-- 
kind. 

The prophet Ifaiah fpake of the gathered 
church, in the finwlitude of a city, where 
many being employed were all preferved in 
purity : " They (ball call them the holy peo- 
** pie, the redeemed of the Lord, and thou 
** fhalt be called fought out, a city not for- 
" faken/' Ixiii. lo. And the apoftle^ after 
mentioning the myftery of Chrift s fufFerings, 
exhorts, ** Be ye holy in all manner of con- 
•• verfation." i Pet. i. 15. There is a con* 
vcrfation ncceflary in trade s and there is -a 

converfatioq, 
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cotiverfation fo foreign from the nature of 
iChriA's kingdom, that it is reprefented in the 
iimilitudcof one man pa&iog another- with 
(a warlike weapon : ^^ There is that (peaketh 
v^* like the piercings of afword." Prov. xii^ t8. 
Now, in all our concerns, it is ncceflary that 
;the leadifig of the fpirit of Chrift be humbly 
^nvaited for and faithfully fc^Iowed, as the on-- 
Jy means of being ppeferved chafte as an holy 
tpeople, 'v^ho ** in all things are circumfped:/* 
'Exod. xxiii. 13. that nothing we do may carry 
the appearance of approbation of the works of 
wickednefS) make the unrighteous more at eafe 
rin unrighteoufnefs, or occafion the injuries 
•committed againil the opprefied to be more 
Jightly looked over. 

I Where morality is kept to and fuppoftcd 
<by the inhabitants of a country, there is a 
certain reproach attends thofe individuals a- 
mongfl: them, who manifeftly deviate thete- 
from. Thus, if a perfon of gqod report is 
charged with ilealing goods out of an open 
' fliop in the day-time, and on a public trial 
found guilty, and the law in that cafe put in 
execution, he therein fuftains a lofs of repu- 
tation ', but, if he be convicted a fecoqd and 
third time of the like offence, his good name 
would ceafe amongft fuch ai knew thefe 
things. l£ his neighbour, reputed an honefl: 
man, were charged with buying goods of 
this thief, at a tiqie when the purcbafer knew 
th^y were ilolen, and on a public trial ^ound 
guilty, this purchafer would meet with dif- 
(Accm f but^ if he periiiled io buying ilolea 

goodst 



goods>, (knovt^ing them to be jTuobt m4 was 
jpfttl^Uciy ct^iivii^ed thereof a iecond And thind 
%itx^, hb would do longer be cohfidehed ias an 
hoaeA m^f^ by them who kvtew ikc{^, things.; 
.ia©r,;\v9^d Jt ^pp^^r of good rf pott. to be 
ioMn4 in his^company^ buying his^ tr«ffi<t, 
ciilii^Qde tvfdent tokens of finpefe re^ntance 
iippci^ted . in hitb^ But if^bete > iuiqiaity is 
•cpi^mitt^ cj)e«}ya and. the aut^ok's of it arb 
hCN: bfoti^fet tojufticefc nor ^lit to {hamc» 
i%irij^a9d^ grow ftrong* Thus the general 
corniptioq *of the Jew«, fhortly before their 
^^^ jv AS broken iip.by the Chaldeans, is de- 
icfribeif by tbeic boldneis in impiety; for, as 
their Icitders wefe.coane<3:ed together in wick- 
tdnefs, they ftrengthened one aniother, and 
fgrew confident: " Were they aChanacd when 
*♦ they, had comtnitted abominations? nays, 
*^ tbejf were not at all afhamed> neither could 
V. :lhey bluflb/' Jet. vi* 15. On which account 
the^ord thusexpoftnlatee with them; *' What 
** hath my beloved to do in my houfe, feeing 
•* fhe hath wrought lewdnefij with many r 
** and . the holy flefh is pafled from thee ; 
** when thou doejH evil, then thou rejoiceft.V 
Jer. Xi, 15. 

Now the faithful friends of Chrift, who 
hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs, and in* 
wardly_ breathe that his kingdom may come 
en earth as it is in heaven, he teacheth 
to be quick of underilanding in his fear, and 
to be Very attentive to the means he may ap* 
point for promoting pure righteoufnefs in the 
earthj audi .asihame is due to thofe whofa 
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tWfk& mamfeftly operate againft the*gracroa« 
defign of his fufferings for us, a care lives ori 
theJr minds that no wrong cuftoms, however 
fopportcd^ may biafe their judgements, but 
that they may humWy abtdte under the crofs,. 
and be prefctvcd in a conduft which may not 
Contribute ta ftrengtben the hands of the 
wicked ir> their wickednefsij or to remove 
&KLm^ froto thofe to whom it is jiiftly dne* 
The coming t>f that dbty is precious m which 
we experience the truth of this expreffion ; 
^ The Lord, our righteoufncfs,* Jer, xiil. 6, 
and feel him to ^>e '* made unto us wifdenk" 
" and fandification/' 

• The example of a righteous man is often 
looked at with attention. Where righteous 
men join in bulinefs their company gives en- 
couragement to others ; and as one grain of 
mcenfe, deliberately offered to the prince of 
this world, renders an offering to God in that 
ftate unacceptable ; and from thofe efteemed 
leaders of the people may be injurous to the* 
weak ; it requires deep humility of heart to 
follow him faithfully, who alone gives found 
wildom and the fpirit of true difccrning ; and 
Oh ! how neceffary it is to confider the weight 
of a holy profcfliori ! 

The condu6t of fome formerly gave occa- 
fion of complaint agajnft them; ** Thou haft 
" defiled thy fanftuaries by the multitude of 
** thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy 
" traffic.*' Ezek- xxviii. i8; And in fevcral 
places it is charged againft Ifracl that they 
had polluted the holy name. 

The 
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The pK^hct Ifaiah reprefents inward if^nc^ 
tification in the ^militude of -being purged 
from that which is fuel for fire; and be parti- 
cularly defcribes the outward f ruks/ brought 
forth by thofe wbo dwell in this inward ho* 
linefs ; ** they walk righteoufly and fpeak 
uprightly*" By f * walking," Jie reprefents the. 
journey through; Jife a^ a righteous journey i 
and,, by ** fpeaking uprightlyi" feems tapoinc 
at that which Mofes appears to have had in 
view, when he thus cxprefled himfclf : '* Thou 
•vflialt not follow a multitude to do evily 
^* nor fpeak in a cafe, to decline after many, 
" to wrcft judgement." ^ Exod* xxiii. 2. 

He goes on to (hew their firmnefs in equityi^ 
reprefcnting them as perfons fuperior to all ther 
arts of getting money which have not 
righteoufnefs for their foundation : " They; 
*• dcfpife the gain of oppreffions/' And, far* 
ther, he (hews how careful they are that no^ 
profpcds of g^xn may induce them to become 
partial in judgement, refpe(3ing an injury : 
^* They (hake their hands from holding 
«• bribes." 

Again, where any intereft is fo conneded 
with fhedding blood that the cry of inno-^ 
cent blood goes alfo with it, he points out 
their care, to keep innocent blood from crying 
againd them, in the fimilitude of a man, ftop* 
ping his ears to prevent a found from enter- 
ing his head : " They flop their ears from 
*' hearing blood :*' , and, where they know, 
that wickednefs is committed, he points out,, 
with care, that they do not, by an unguarded 

fricndflaip 
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if ienidfliip with the authors Qf it^ appc^ar like* 
uncofKcrned lookers-on, but as people {» 
deeply afifedted with £;)rrow that theycanftot- 
eadufe to ftand by and. behold it ; > t\m he re« 
prefents in the fimilitude of ^.maQ *^ lhitttiag« 
" his eyes from feeing eviL"**. • 

*< Who, amongft us, iGball dwell with the 
^« devouring fire ? Who,amongftu8»(haUdwell' 
^<^ witheverlafting buroioga? He that walk* 
** eth righteoufly and ipeaketb uprightly: be 
^< that defpifeth the gain of oppre0ions, tbat^ 
*^ ihaketh his hands from holding of bribes*. 
** that il^oppeth his ears from hearing of blood, 
«' and (hutteth his dyes from feeing evil.*' 
Ifaiah xxxiii. 14, 15. 

He proceeds, in the fpirit of prophecy, to- 
fliew how the faithful, being fupported under 
temptations, would be preferved from that* 
defilement that there is in the love qf money ; 
that as they, who, in a reverent waiting on 
God, feel their ftrength renewed, are fan! to 
** mount upward," fo, here, their preiervation 
from the fnare of unrighteous gain is repre* 
fented in the likenefs of a man, borne up 
above all crafty artful means of. getting the 
advantage of another ; ** They (hall dwell on 
*« highs" and points out the ftability and 
firmnefs of tlieir condition , ** His place of 
•' defence (hall be the munitions of rocks ;" 
and that, under all the outward appearances 
of lofs, in denying himfelf of gainful profits, 
for. righteoufnefs-fake, yet, through the care 
of him who provides for the fparrows, he 
idiould have a fupply anfwerable to his iofi*- 

nite 
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BiW w4£tqini ^* BrcMJf (ball be givfa bin I 
^ bk watprs^ ibaM be furc*"^ And as ow Sa^u 
vip9$ m<ii«ioii>s:ldie figbc of Ood Co be attaint' 
able by ^ the piife in beart^'^ lb bere the pro^ 
p^el {!oiilteclf <Mit^ how in troe raDdkificauoin 
th^e^ underftanding la opened^ tcv bahold the' 
pttccaiMe harnaoaioK nature of bis kzingdom i 
'^ tbim eyef ti|aU lee the king in* his beauty:^ 
and Irfaat IcH^bibg'bejpcMid all tk» afflidtionSf 
which attend the righteond^ .to ^ a baibitMi- 
^ otietePQfit' jHlt. jthe be^yens,"^ tbe)^ with an* 
aye divinely open '^ (ha)ibehc]4d the land t&af 
*^ ie very far ©flf/' 

^^ Htt (hall dwoU en higby his pkce of de^ 
** fence jQbalL be the munitions pffocks, breail 
^ {batlbegtveahim^ bi&watero (haU be fure* 
^ . Tbine-eyef A»all jfee^ the king in bis beaiM^ii 
' ^f thty (ball behold the land that is very fan 
*' off/* Ifaiah xxxiii. i6, 17. 

I often pemembep^ and to me the fobjedt- 
i^ awft»], that the gpeat Jodge of all the eaFlb" 
doeth that which is r»ght> and that he^ <« be- 
'^ fqre whom tbei nations are as the drop of' 
*' a bucket/* ia " no refpeder of perfona/^ 
Happy for themv who, bfce the infpired pro-^ 
pher, ** in the way of his judgements waifr 
fbr him/* Ifaiab xxvi. 8. 

When we feel him to fct as a refiner with 
finCy and know a refignedne& wrought in us 
to that which he appoints for us, his blejSing, 
in a very low eftate, is found to be ofiore prc*^ 
cioos' than much outward treafure in tbofe 
ways of life where the leadings of his fpirit 
are lioi Allowed;. 
?-i The 
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The pfopbct, in afight of divine work a- 
mongft many people^ declared in" the hame 
of the Lord, '* I wfll gather all natioirt and 
^^ tongues; And thcf IhaW come Mid fee my 
^^ glory/' Ifaiahlxvi- 18. Andagaidr^^« ?rdtt< 
^» the rifing of the fun to^he=gGih«gf dOWn ol 
«< the farne, tny ndttift '(hall be gttac atUbngd! 
«' the Gentiles, »nd inf ewiy flaee-incenfd 
^'•^ (hall be offered to ray- name>«Ki^a pure 
"offering/' Malachi i. ii. ■ ^ 

- Behold here how the prophets bid an in-^ 
ward fenfe of the ij>readirig of the kif!^^tff 
of Chriftj and how he was fpoken of as otic 
who (hould *' take the heathen for his inhe«- 
*^ rrtance, and the utftK)(V parts of the earth 
^' for his poffeffion.'^ Pfal. ii^ ». That •^ he 
'^< was given for a light to the Gentiles i and 
«* for falvation to the ends of the carth*'^ 
liaiah xlix. 6» 

When we meditate on this divine work, as 
a work of ages, a work that the prophets felt 
long before Chrift appeared vifibly on earth, 
and remember the bitter agonies he endured 
when he •• poured out his foul unto dcath^^ 
that the heathen nations, as well as others, 
iiright come to the knowledge of the trutb 
and be faved : 

When we contemplate on this marvellous 
work, as that which «* the angels defire to 
•* look into,'* I Pet, i. 12. and behold peo- 
ple amongil whom this light hath eminently 
broken forth, and who have received many 
favours from the bountiful hand of our hea- 
venly Father j not only indifferent with re- 

S fpcft 
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fpedt to ptjibliihlng the glad tidings amoQgd 
the Gentiles^ a$ yet fitting in darknefs and 
entangled y^ith many fuperilitions; but a- 
ipjring after. wealth and worldly hojwurs^ 
take: hold, of mea^s, to. obtain their ends^ 
pending to ftir up wr^th and indignation^ 
i^nd to beget;. an. abhorrence in tbeufi to the 
name of Chriftianity > when thefe things arc 
weightily, attended to» how mournful is the 
fubjedl! 

It is worthy of remembrance, that people 
in different ages, deeply baptifed into the na- 
ture of that work for which Chrift fufFered^ 
have joyfully offered up their liberty and livea 
for the pronsoting of it in the earth. 

Polycarp, who was reputed a difciple of St4 
John, having attained to great age^ was at 
kngth fentenced to die for his religion, and^ 
being brought to the fire, prayed nearly aft 
follows : " Thou God and Father of our 
Lord Jefus Chrifl, by whom I have received 
the knowledge of thee I O God of the angela 
and powers, and of every living creature^ 
and of all {ens of j.ui3: men which live in thj^ 
prefence ; I thank thee I that thou hafl gra«. 
cioufly. vouchfafed tbi3 day and this hour to 
allot me a portion among the number of 
martyrs, among the people of Chrifl, unto 
the refur.refiion of everlafling life ;. among 
whom I fhall be received in thy fight, this , 
day, as a fruitful and acceptable lacrifice f 
wherefore for all this, I praife thee, I blefs 
thee, I glorify thee, through the cverlailing 
HighrPfioA^ Jefus Chrift, thy well beloved 
r Soft> 
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{on ;": to whomy with tbceand the holy Ghort, 
be all glory, world without end ! Amen.** 
.' Bifhop Latimcr> Avhch fentciicc of Atiih^ 
by filfe,^ was pronoanccd'tigalnfl; him, oi) ac- 
■countof his firmnefs ih the caufeof feligibni 
faidi.- ui thank God moft ht^ttWyl that 
he iath prolonged ttry' life tOthi^?end; thlt 
I may, in this cafe, glorify him by this kind 
<)f death," Fox's ASs andJVfori: g^di 

William Dewfbery, who had fiiffered mncft 
for his religion, in his laft ficfcnefs, cndoii- 
jr^girig his friends ito faithfulnefs^ made m'ed'^ 
lion, iilte good old Jacobs of the Idvingkind* 
nefsof God to him in the coorfe of his lif^i 
and that, through the power of divihe love^ 
he for Chrift's fefce had joyfully entered pri* 
Com, Sfic introdudlion to his work^* ■ j 

I mention thefe, as a few examples, 6ut of 
many, of the powerful operation of the fpirit 
of Chrift, where people are fully devoted td 
it, and of the ardent longings in their minds' 
for the fpreading of his kingdom amcngll 
mankind. Now to thofe, in the prefciit age, 
who truly know Chrift, and feel the nature 
of his peaceable government opened m their 
tsnderftandingsj how^ ioiid' is that tall where-* 
ifi^ith we are called to faithfulnefs j thfltj in 
foUowihg this pbrd light of life; *' we, ii 
" workers together with him, ** thiy labOi«* 
In that great work for which ht Mras offered 
as a facrifice on the crdfs j and that his peace-* 
able doiSrines may ifaine through ds in thcff 
r«al harmony^ at a time when the iidme of 
9 2 iChriftitoUy 
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Chriftiiinity is become hateful to many of tH* 
heathen i. 

When Gchazi had obtained treafurca, which 
the prophett under divine diredion^ had cefu'- 
fed^ and was retuttoed from the bufinjp&y,' the 
prophfct, troubled at his condudji^ <|ueried' if 
St was a tlnie thus to prepare fo/a i^edbtis 
living. ^-^ : - 

" Is it a time to receive money anJgai>^ 
•» ments» men-fervants and maid-fervaats ? 
** Thclcprofy, therefore, of Naaman (hall cleavti 
*• to thee and to Ihy feed for ever." 2 Kin« 
V. 26. And oh! that we may lay to heart' the 
ponditiph of the prefent time, and humbly 
follow his counfel who alone is able to pre*- 
pare the way for a true harmonious walking 
amongil maiikind* 



C H A P. IV. 

On divine Admonitions* 

U C H are the perfcftions of our heaten<» 
_ ly Father^ that, in all the difpenfatioris of 
lis providence, it i^ our duty, " in every 
•* thing, to give thanks." Though, from the 
firft fettlertent of this part of America, bj^ 
hath not exiehdtd his judgements to the dc* 
gree of famine, yet worms, at times, have 
come fQrthi.bsyond numbering, and laid waftc 
£elds of grain and grals, where they have 
app^afcdj another kind^ in great multitudes, 

'"" "" • *wcJikin|; 
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working out of iight^ in grafs-gronndi have 
fo<iaten the roots that thefurface, being loofen^ 
ed from the foil beneath^ might be taken off 
ill great ftieets. 

'pThcfe kinds of devouring creatures appear- 
ing, feldom and coming in fuch niultitudes^ 
•ftieir generation appears diipFerent from mofb 
other reptiles ; and; by the prophet, th*y were 
colled ^^ God's army^ fent ampngfl: ^he peo- 
*^ ble/* Joel ii. 25. 

■ There have been tempefts of hail which. 
Ifeve very much dcftroyed the grain wherj?. 
they extended: through lon^ drought, in 
fUmmer, grain, in fome places^ hath been lefs 
than half the ufual quantity ;* and, in the 
continuance thereof, I have beheld^ with at- 
tention, from week to week^ how drynef?, 
from the top of the earth, hath extended 
deeper and deeper, while the corn and plants 
have languished : and, with reverence, my 
mind haih been turned toward him, who, 
being perfeft in goodncfs, in wifdom, and 
power, doeth all things right. And, after 
long drought, when the fky hath grown dark 
with a colledion of niatter, and douds, like 
lakes of water, hung over our heads, fr(Mi 
whence the thirfty land hath been foaked, I 
have, at times, with awfulnefs, beheld the ve- 
hement operation of lightning, made fome- 
times to accompany thefe bleiTings, as a nie(^ 

S 3 'fengcr 



^ Wben crops fail, I often feel a tender care that the cafe 
of poor tenants may be mercifully coniidered. 
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fengcr^PIP H X J^ W;bo,cif cited aH things to 
rcRiipd^ us 9^i oyr duty m ^ right ufc pf ibofo 
b^oe^ts, ?nd give fliriking jadmopition^^ that 
we dp pat niifapply thofe giftSj^ in which an 
sjmighty power is fxsrtcd, ia blowing 
tfj^m upon ug^ : ^ 

Whpn I have confidered that^qaffly;.©f:<)uf. 
£pUow;<*crcatur^s fuffcr much in iqo^ p)9Cc»i 
for want pf the peceflarie? of Uf(^ wiJilft thofe 
wjip rule over ihem are fop much given te- 
Ipxury aiKJ: divers f^mtics; jnd.bphpW the 
apparent (|evia;ipp from pure wifdom ap>ong£^: 
qs, in the wfe of the outward gifts of Gods 
tbofc; marks of famine .haye j^ppeared like 
huml?ling admonitions . from hirq^ that wc 
might be inftrudVcdby gentle chaftifecnent^,. 
qnd might fcrioufly cpnfidcr cur waysi.re- 
ipembering that tb? outward fupply of :life i^ 
^ gift from our heavenly Father, and that wo 
fliQuld no more venture -to ufe, or apply, his 
gif^s, in a way contrary to pure wifdom*. . 

Should we continue to rejeft thofe merci*» 
fill admonitions, and ufe his .gifts at bomcji 
contrary to thp gracious, defign of the giver, 
pf fend thcrp abroad in ^ way of trade, which 
the fpirit of tfuth doth not. lead intOi *od 
(hpnid hp, wbofe eyes are upon all pur waySjj 
extend his cha^ifen)ents fp far. a$ to reduce 
us ^o mwpb greater diftrefs than hath yet been 
felt by ihefe province? \ with what fprrow of 
h?art might ' we meditate on that fubjeft \ 
** Haft thou not procured this unto thyfelf^i 
« in that thou haft forfaken the Lord thy 

- ^ *f Thine* 
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^ Thine own wickedjicft {hail>t:arcdEl theci] 
'^^ and thy backflidings ihaU reprovfecthce?* 
•' know therefore and i fee, tbatl'itd& aaevll 
f* thing and bitten -that tboa bail:foiIaken 
V the Lord thy God^ and that my f?ar is not 
•* in thee, faith the Lord God of hofts.'^ JeiP* 

li. 17, 19. ■■ ■ ^ ^ > i t 

.My mind hath often been afFe<fted. with 
forrow, in beholding a .wrong dp^dication of 
the gifts of our iieavenly Father j and thofe 
expre£ions concerning the defilement of thb 
earth have been opened to my underftanding : 
** The earth was corrupt before God, and 
•* the earth was filled with violence/' Gen. 
vi. II. Again, Ifaiah xxiv. 5. " The earth 
** alfo is defiled under the inhabitants there- 
•• of, becaufe they have— broken the ever- 
** lading covenant." 

The earth, being the work of a divine pow- 
er, may not as fuch be accounted unclean; 
but, when violence is committed thereon, and 
the channel of righteoufnefs fo obflrudled, 
that '* in our flcirts are found the blood of 
** the fouls of poor innocents; not by a fe- 
** cret fearch, but upon all thefe*" Jerem, 
ii. 34. * 

When blood, flied unrightcoufly, remains 
unatoned for, and the inhabitants are. not 
cfFedually purged from iti when they do npt 
wafti their hands in innocency, as was figii- 
rcd in the law, in the cafe of one being found 
S 4 flain ; 

: * See a caution and warning to Great- Britain dnd her co- 
lonies, page 31. 
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ilain I but feek for gain ariiing from icenes of 
violence and oppreflion ; here the land is pol- 

4tttcd wkh Wood. Dcot. laci. 6* r- u.; *• 

MoFeover, when the earth is planted and 
tilled, and the fruits brought forth are applied 
jto fupport unrighteous purpofcs t here, the 
gracious defigrt of infinite goodneis, in thefc 
his gifts, being perverted, the earth is defiled, 
and the complaint, for^^ly uttered, becomes 
applicable : •* Thou haft made me to feiye 
•* with thy finS ; thou haft Wearied me with 
[[ thine iniquities." ifaiab xliii. 24. 
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Firft printed in London, 1773. 



CHAP. I. 

On loving our Neighbours as ourfehes. 

WHEN we love the Lord with all our 
hearts, and his creatures in his love, 
we are then preferved in tendernefs both to^ 
ward mankind and the animal creation $ but, 
if another fpirit gets room in our minds, and 
we follow it in our proceedings, we are then 
In the way of difordering the affairs of fociety. 

If a man, fuccefsful in bufinefs, expends 
part of bis income in things of no real ufc, 
while the poor employed by him pafs through 
great difficulties in getting the necelTariw of life, 
this requires his ferious attention. 

If 
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If feveral principal men in bufinefs anite iti 
letting the wages of thofe who work for hire, 
and therein haw regard to a plfOflt ftHlKBt- 
felvcs anfvrerable to unnecefiary expcncc in 
iheir familiesy While the wages of the others, 
en a moderate indoftrf^ wilt «ot afi^rd a com- 
fortable living foV their families, arid a propei? 
education for their children ; ' — this is like lay- 
ing a temptation, in Ae way of fome, to ftrive 
for ^ place higher than they are in, when they 
have not flock ftfiicient for it. ' * 

Now I feel a concern, in the fpring of pure 
love, that all, who have plenty of outward 
fubttance, may example otliers in the right ufe 
of things 5 may carefully look into the condi- 
'dln of poor people ;^nd beware of exadting 
en them with regard to their wages. 

While hired labourers, by moderate induf^^ 
try, through the divine bleffing, may live com- 
fortably, raife up families, and give them fuit- 
able education, it appears realbnable for them 
to be content with their wages, ■ :* 

If they, who have plenty, Jove their fellow- 
creatures in that love which is divine, and in 
all their proceedings have an equal regard to 
the good of mankind univerfally, their plac« 
in fociety is a place of care, an office requi- 
ring attention ; and, the more we poffefs, the 
greater is our truft j and, with an incrcafe of 
treafure, an increafe of care becomes necet 
fary. 

When our will is fubjed: to the will of God, 
and, in relation to the things of this world, 
wc have nothing in view but a comfortable 

living 



Q»'W>«USebtf» NEIGHBOURS. 267 

living eqtiftlly: with -the- j reft toi our fclldw- 
creatuceS) then ointward treafures are 00 farthet; 
4^(ifitble thaa aa W€ feel a gift in our minds 
equal to the ttu&y and ftreng^ to aA, as dutir 
fiA children,: in his fervipe whQ hath formed all 
mankind^ and appointed a fubfiilence for us la 
this.lvprld. 

A deiire for treafureSj on any other motive^ 
i^earsjto be:iagaioft that command of our bief- 
fed, Saviour, *' :Lay not up for yourfclves trea- 
^* furcs on earth.'*:. Matt, vi.; 19.., 

He forbids not laying up in the fummer 
i^ainfl: the wants of winter i nor doth fades 
teach u$ to be ilothful in that which properly 
relates to our beings in this world; but, in 
thift prohibition, he:puts in^^z<^/i;^i; *' UJr 
*^ hot up for yourfehes. treafures here on 
*rearth/' . 

i^ow; in the pure light, this language is 
underftopd j for in the love of Chrift there is 
no refpedl of perfons 5 and^ while we abide in 
his love, we live not to ourfelves, but to him 
who. died for us ; and, as we are thus united 
in fpirit to CHrift, we are engaged to labour ia 
proniodng that work inthe. earth for which he 
fuffered. . . 

In this ftate of mind our: defires are, that 
every boneft member in fociety may have a 
portion of treafure, and fiiarc of truft, anfwcr- 
able to that gift with which our heavenly Fa^ 
tlier hath gifted us. 

In great treafure there is a great truft, 

A great truft requireth great care. 
. £ut the labpnpi^s wind wam^ reft, 
;. . - - A pious 
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A pious man is content to do i (hare of 
biifinefe in fociety, anfwerable to the gifts with 
i;<^hich* he is endowed, while the channels of 
bulihcfs are free from unrighteoufncfe ; but 
is careful left at any time his heart beovei:- 
cbarged. i . ' ■' -^ 

In the harmonious fpirit of fociety '♦'Chrift 

*^ is airifi*'aii;^;,C5i. m^ •' 

Here it Is thit ^ old ^l^gs are paft away/ 
•* air things are* jieWj all things'&reof God,*' 
2 Cor. V. 17, 18'; and the defire for outward 
rkheg is at ad end, . ^ 

They of tow degree, Who;llaVe fmall gift^,'^ 
c?t)joy. their help who kzvi^^if^t gifts 5 thofe 
With t&eir fm^ll gifts have"** a fm^H degree of 
cl^e, while thpfis^with their large gifts have a 
large degree of care : and thus to abide in the 
love of Chrift, and enjoy a comfortabk living 
ih this world, is all that .is aimed at by thofe 
members in fociety to whom Chrift is made 
wifdom and righteoufnefs. 

But when they, who have much treafure, 
aVe not faithful ftewards of the gifts of God, 
great difficulties attend it. 

Now, this matter hath deeply affeAed my 
mind. The Lord, through merciful chaftife-^^ 
ibents, hath given me a feeling of that love 
in which the harmony of fociety ftandeth, 
and a fight of the growth of that feed which 
bringeth forth wars and great calamities in the 
world ; and a labour attends me to ppen it to 
others. 

Now, to aft with integrity^ according to 
that ftrength of mind and body with which 

our 
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our Creator bath endowed each of os, a})pfears 
neceflary for all 5 and he, who thus ftands in 
the loweft ftation, app?4t*s to be entitled to as 
comfortable and convenient a living as he 
whofe gifts of mind are greater and whofe 
cares arc more extenfive, ^ 

If fome, endowed with ftfdng ufidcrftand- 
ings as men, abide not in the harmonious 
ftate in which vrt ^* loirc: our neigbbwriB as 
** ouriclvcs^'' but Walk in that fpirlt in which 
thfe children of this world are wife in their 
generattoi), thefe, by^ the ftrehgth of contti* 
vahce may fometim«s gather great treafure | 
but the wi(Hom of this world is fooli(Kriefs 
with God; and, if we gather treafures m 
worldly wifdom, we lay up •* treafures for 
" ourfelves ;■' and great treafures, managed 
in any other fpirit than the fpirit of truths 
diforder the affairs of fociety > for hereby 
the good gifts of God, in this outward crea* 
tion, ^e turned into the channels of worldly 
honour, and frequently applied to fupport 
hixury, while the wages of poor labourers are 
fuch, that, with moderate induftry and fru- 
gality, they caniiot live comfortably, raife up 
families, and give them fuitable education j 
but, through the ftraightncfs of their cobdi- 
tion« are often drawn on to labour under wea- 
rinefs, to toil through hardfhips themfelves^ 
and frequently to opprefs thofe ufeful animsds 
with which we are entrufted. 

From age to age, throughout all ages, di- 
vine love is that alone, in which dominion 
has beeui is, and will be, rightly conduced. 

In 
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In this the endowments of mien arc fo em- 
ployed, that the friend and th^ goVerndr arc 
united in one, and opprcflive cuftonis cometd 
an end, 

o'cRiches^ in the hands of individuals in fo* 
cicty, are attended with fome degree of poweri 
^md^ib far as po^r lie put forth feparate from 
pure love, fo far the govecnment of the Princd 
of peacfe: 16 intcrrupJjBdj-andf as^we know not 
that our childrea3f aftec'Us wJBI d^vell in that 
ftate in which power is rightlyf applied, !to lay 
op riches for thenn appears to be againft the 
nature of his government 

The earth, through the labour of men un^- 
dcr the bleffing of him who formed it, yifeld* 
cth a fupply for the inhabitants, from gene* 
ration to generation, and they, who walk in 
the pure light, haye their minds prepared to 
tafte and relifti not only thofe bleflings which 
are fpiritual, but alfo feel a fweetnefs and fa-* 
tisfadlion in a right ufe of the good gifts of 
God in the vifible creation. 

Here we fee that man's happinefs ftartds 
not in great pofleffions, but in a. heart de-^ 
voted to follow Chrift, in that ufc of thiiigSi 
where cuftoms, contrary to univerfal love, have 
no power over us. 

In this flate our hearts are prepared to trull 
in God, and our defires for our children apti 
pofterity are, that they, with the reft of man-^ 
kind, in ages to come, may be of that num-* 
ber, of whom he bath faid, " I will be a 
♦* father to them, and they (hall be my fons 
V and daughters," 2 Cor. vi. i8, 

Whea 
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When wagtp in a fruitful land bear fo fiHall 
a< proportioa to tUe* neceffaries of life, thzt 
poor honeft j^ople vfho have families caono^ 
by a moderate induftry, attain to a comfort- 
able living, and give their children fufScient 
learning, but muft cither labour to a degree 
pf opprefljon, or elfe omit that which appears 
to be a duty : 

While this i$ th^ cafe with the poor, therq 
is an inclination in the minds of mod people 
to prepare at leaft (o much treafure for thek 
children, that they with care and moderattr 
induftry may live free from theie hardihipi 
v^hich the poor pafs through^ 
, Now this (^bje<3: reguketh ouc;ferious coq-j 
£ideratiOQ : to lajboudr that our children, m$^ 
be put in a way to live coaiibrtably app^m 
in itieif to be a duty, fo long as the^e .0111:: 
labours are confiftent ,with univerfal righte-? 
oufneis; but. if, in ftrivipg %^ (hua poverty^ 
we do not walk in that (lat^ where ^^ Chrlilift 
•Vour jife/' then we wander 1 *? He, that 
" hath the Son, hath life," 1 John v. 12. 
" This life is the light of men,'* John 1.4^ 
If we walk not in this light, we walk ia 
darknefs, and ^' he that walketh in darkne^,, 
** knoweih not whither he goeth/' Johit 

To keep to right means, in labouring tp; 
attain a right end, is necefTary: if, in driving 
to (bun poverty, we ft rive only in that (late,- 
where Chrift is the light of our life, our la- 
bours will iland in the true harmony of ib-* 
ciety; but if people are confident that the 
i end 
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end aimed at is good, and in this confidence 
jpurfuefMtfo eagerly, as nol;^ to wait for the 
fpiric^f truth to lead them, thett thejr come 
to lofs» ^* Chrift is given to be a leader a!id 
" commander of the people," Ifaiah lv# 4. 
Agnih ; '' The Lord (hall guide thee conti^ 
♦* nuallyr Ifeiah Iviii. 12^ Again; " Lord^ 
** thou wilt ordain peace for uB j for thou 
*^ alfo haft wrought all our works in us," 
Ifaiah xxvL 12. 

'* In the Lord have we righteoufhefs and 
*• ftrength," Ifaiah xlv. 24. 

In this ftate our minds are prefervcd watch- 
ful in following the leadings of his fpirit in 
all our proceedings in this world, and a care 
Is ftlt for a reformation in general^ that 
our own pofterity, with the reft of maniund 
in Aicceeding ages, may not be entangled 
by oppreflive cuftoms, tranfmitted to them 
through our hands: but if people, in the 
narrownefs x^i natural love, are afraid thai 
their children will be opprefTed by the rich, 
and, through an^ eager defire to get treafures, 
depart from the pure leadings of truth in one 
cafe^ though it may feem to be a fmall mat- 
ter, yet the mind even in that fmall matter 
may be emboldened to continue in- a way of 
proceeding, without waiting for the divine 
Leader. 

- Thus people may grow expert in bufinefs^- 
wife in the wifdom of this world, retain a 
ftir reputation amongft men, and yet, being 
ftjan^ers to the voice of Chrift, the fafe lead- 
er of his flock, the trealuies, thus gotten, 

may 
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may be like fndres to the feet of their pofte** 
rity. ^ 

Now, to keep: faithful to the puie Cotinfet- 
loF^ and, under trying cireumflaaces, fuffer 
advtrfity for righteoufDefs fake, in this there 
ib a reward. ! 

If we, being poor^ are hardly dealt with 
by thofe who are rich,- and, under this difH- 
cuhji }Btre frugal and ipdudriouSi and in true 
humility open our cafe to them who opprefe 
us, this may reach the pure witncfs in their 
minds; and though \vie ihould remain under 
difficulties as to the outward, yet, if we abidd 
in the love of Chriii, all will work for qui? 
good* ■; 

Wi\tn We feel what it is to jfofFer in the true 
fuffcrin^ ftate,: then wc experience the truth 
of thofe ^preffiorisj that, ." ^ the fuffering^ 
'' of. Chnft abound in us, fo our QQafolatioa 
** aboOndeth by Chrift." a Cor. !• 5. V • 

But if poor people, who. arc hardly dealt 
wkh, do i^ot attain to the true fufTering ftate, 
do not labour in true love with * thofe who 
deal hardly with them, but envy their out-i^ 
ward grcatnefs, muromr in tlieir hearts be^ 
caufe of cheir own poverty^ atid ftrive in the 
wifdom of this world to get riches for them«f 
feiveS' and their children 3 this ia like wan* 
dering'in the dark. 

If we who are of a middle ftation, betwcetj 

riches and poverty, are affedled at times with 

the.6pprcffions of the poor, and feel a tender 

regard for our pofterity after us 1 oh! hoW ne* 

T ceflary 



difTityh WtJtiivikt W«tf fijf ^th«' jMrf* cediifcl 
oftMh!- /- ' i^ 

Whany hw^ fecn the hardih^s bf tbe^poor, 
ffelt'in eager defirfe that thdr children iMif 
be "pur in ti Way tocfcipe tfeefe h^dfbip$$r 
but how fewiiave continued in that purelo^ 
#hidh openetlpour und^rftandings to proceed^ 
f^tly under tbcfe difficukiesl ' . > * ^•'' 

- How fet(r hive faithfully followed tkath«NfiS 
ly Leader, who prepares hiB people to labocit^ 
for the reiteration of tnje harmony amongft" 
our fellow-creatures ! 

"In the pare gofpel^fpirit we walk by fakh, 
^ and not'by* fight/' 2 Cor. v* 7. - >• • 

In the pbedienceof faith we die to the n«si.' 
rownefi of fclf-love, aad^ blir life being hid^ 
with Chrift in God, otir hearts are eft)a^|ied 
toward mankind univerfally^ but, in depart 
ing fromor theL tree light of life, manyy id 
ftiiving,to get treafurcs, haveftumbledf* upori 
the dark mounfain^. 

^ -NoWi that' purity of life which proceedir 
from faithfulnds In jfbllowing the fpirit of 
troth/ that ftatc where our minds are devo». 
led to fertc Cod; and aW our wants are bound- 
ed by his wifdom, this habitation has ofren 
been opened: before me as a place of retire -^^ 
hicnt for the children of the lights wher* 
we may^ ftand feparated from that which difr 
ordercth' arid ' confwfcth tiie affairs of fociety^: 
and where we may have a teftimony of Ci». . 
innocence in the hearts of thofe who bekoid 

u$* ■ 

' " • f hrcttgh « 
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Throttgb^iepattiQg ffom the (rtith is it k 
in JeittSf through introducing wayft of lifff 
atteodedi with unoe^eSary expences, many 
waats ibave-arUtof. the mind$ of [Htoplc bstvt 
b€ic»Qnn^pk)yed m ft^d^ingto get wealthi an^* 
in thia purfmtrome^ departing frqm equity^ 
iiavc retained a profeilion of retigion $ btheri 
have looked at ihDit example^ asd thereby 
beeii iKredgtbeaed 10 proceed (sdtkct in the 
fame wa^; rtbu* s^any bare encouraged thd 
trade of taking man frpm Africai felling them* 
M flaves. . " • 

. It bath been computed that Mar ooe buti^ 
dred thoufand Negroes have, c^kte y<iaf«» beeti) 
taken aonua;lly from^lhat coafli. by fl>ips em« 
pIoye(| .k) the EnglUh ti>ade. 
r. 4^ :- 1 - h^c . il;ravelled <>ti religioutt vjjOUs, ia* 
fome parts of America^ I have (ten. many dfj 
tbefepeofJe under the «c(nmand-<tf overfetTS^ 
ia a painful fervitude. ^ .' ' 

, 1 have beheld them as Gentiles uoder-pco--': 
pie profeiTing Chriftiaf>ity« npt onljr kept ig-*^ 
norant of the holy icriptures^ but undeiCi! 
great provocations to wrash ; o€ whom, it 
may truly he faid, " They that rule <wer them: t 
*^ make them to howl, and the vboly Name' 
^*- i& abundantly blafphtinedi:'*'.: Ifaiab lii. .g*-: 
Where children are taught t6<:' read. the facred' 
writings^ while yowg, and exampVcd'in meek*- 
npfs and humility^ it is cxften helpful to them ; • 
nor is this any more 4ian a debt due from us to 
avfucftecding age. \ 

J Jut where, youth are pinched for want of, 
the jpeceflarics of life, forced to labour hard 

T 2 under 
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txn^tt ihe' hkffli lisbokcs of rigorous ovcr- 
fecrs, and many times aidurc unmerciful 
wliippings: in fuch an education^ how great 
arc the difadvantages they Kc under ! And 
bow forcibly do thefe things work agaiiift the 
increafe of the governn^nt of the Frince of 
peace! • 

Humphrey Smith, in his wofksy page 125*, 
fpeaking of the tender fedbgeoftne love of 
God in his hearty when he was a child, faid« 
*^ By the violent wrathful nature, that rulcii 
in others, was my quietnefs diflurbed, and 
anger begotten in me toward them, yet that 
c^ God in me was not wholly overcome, but 
his love was felt in my heart, and great was 
my grief when the earthly-mindednefs and 
wrathful nature fo provoked mQ that I was. 
cftranged from it." • 

. ^' And this I write as a warning to pa^^, 
rents and others, tha% in the fear o? thi li^ 
ving God, you may train up the youth, and 
may not be a means of bringing them into. 
foch aiienation." ^ 

. ; Many are the vanities and luxuries of thcr 
prefent age,' and, in labouring to fupport a 
way of living conformable to, the preifenC 
wor^d, the departure from that wifdom that is 
pure and peaceable . hath been great. 

Lfnder the feofe of a deep revolt, and ant 
overflowing ftrcam of unrighteoufnefs, my 
life has. been- often a life of mourning^ and 
tender defires are raifed in me that the nature 
of this pradice may be laid to heart. ' 

I have 
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1 have read feme books, written by people 
who were acquainted with the manner of 
getting flavcs in Africa : 

I have had verbal relations of this nature 
from' feveral Negroes brought from Africa, 
who have learned to talk Englifii : 

1 have fandry times heard Engliflimen 
fpeak on this fubjcft, who have been in A- 
frica on this bufinefs ; . and from all thefe ac* 
counts it appears evident that great violence 
is committed, and mtrch blood (hed in Africa 
in getting flaves. 

When three or fourliundred flaves are put 
in the hold of a veflel in a hot climate, their 
breathing foon affefts the air. Were that' 
number of free people to go paflert^ers, with 
all things proper for their voyage, there 
would inconvenience arife from their num- 
ber; but flaves are taken by violence, and 
frequently endeavour to kill the white peo- 
ple, that they may return to their native 
land. Hence they are frequently kept under 
fuch a fort of confinement, by means of which 
a fccnt arifeih in the hold of a fhip,^ and dif- 
tempers often break out amonglt them, of 
which many die. Of this tainted air, in the 
hold of fhips freighted with flives> I have 
Bad feveral accounts, fdme in print,' and fomc 
verbal^,, and all agree that the fceht is grie- 
vous. When theft people are fold in America, 
and in the iflands, they are made to labour' 
in a manner more fervile and conftant than 
that which they were ufed 10 at home, tn?t, 
T 3 with 
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v^iijti griff, with ^ifTercnt diet from what Has 
been common with them, and with hard la- 
hour, jQtnc-, thouf^nds are computed to die> 
every year, .irilwbat is called the feafoniog* 
Thus ft appears evident that great nuijibe/s 

,of thefti P^9bW are brougJit,^^vcry year, to an 
untiqiieiy^jej^df roany^^^^^ fucb as 

never injured us. ., = 

Where, the innocent fuffer under hard- 
hearted aicn,|eYen untp deaths and the chan- 
nels of equity arc fo obftrufted that the caufe 
of the fufferers is not judged in righteoufnciV, 
^* the land U polluted with blood." Kfumb* 
?xxv. 33. 

Where blood hath been {bed unrightequfly, 

. and remains unatoned for, the cry thereof is 
very piercing. 

Under the humbling difpenfationS of divine 
Jprovideiicei, thi| cry hath deeply affefted my 

. heart } and I feel a concern to open, as I may 
be enabled, that which lieth heavy on my 
iP'pd. .. ^ 

. When ^V thi? kiiqvity of thehoufeof Ifrael 
.^^ and of Jftdab was exceeding great ; when 

./^ the land was defiled with blood, and the 

^^^ city full of perverfcnefs," Ezek. ix. 9, 
♦Vfomc were found lighing and crying for 
^f the abominatipns of the times/' Czek. ix. ^. 

,,And fuch as live under a right fe?lrng csf 
^ur cpndition as a nation, thefc, 1 truft, will 
be feafiblp that the Lord at this day doth call 
to mourning, though many are ignorant. of 
it. So powerful are bad cuftoms, when they 
fcccome general, that; people, growing bold 
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through the examples of one another, have 
often been unmbyed at the mbft Teffous warn^ 
ings. ' . . 

Our blefled Saviour, fpeaking of the people 
of the old world, faid, *' TThe^ did cat, they 
** drank, they married, and were given in 
?* marriage, until ti!» day that Noah went into 
^* the ark, and the flood cajxie and deftroyed 
i\tl;>em alK" Luke xyii. 27. 
" The like he fpake concerning the people of 
Sodomj^ who are' alfo reprefciited by the pro- 
phet as haughty, luxurious, and opprefltve: 
>^ This was the fin of Sodom ; pride, fulnefs 
;:^< of bread, and abundance of idlenefsi^ was 
'^ found in her,, and in her daughters ; nei« 
^^ tber did ihe ftreng;then the hands of the 
'^ poor and needy/' Ezek. xvi. 49. 

Now, in a revoh fo deep as this, when 
jnuch blood has been ftied ut)rigbteDui}y, in 
carrying on the flave^trade, and in fupportihg 
the pradice (^ peeping ilaves, Which at this day 
is unatoned for, and crieth fr'oiii the earth, and 
. froni the ieas, againii the oppiefibr ; 

While this pradtice is cbntinmcSd, and, under 

' d great load of guilty thcrre^tiior^'unrighte-- 

'oufniefs committedi the iftatebf thiii^s i^ very 

- ipoving ! ■ ^ ' 

' There is a love which' ftana* in riature» 

Sand a parent l^hoiding hts child in rtiifery 

:ha£h a feeling of the afilidian s bat, in divitie 

love, the heart is enlarged "^toWard inankind 

univerfally, and prepared to fympathi^e with 

ftrangers, though in the lowed ' ftttions in 

life. 

T 4 - Of 
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Of this th^ prophet fifppears to have had a 
/ecHiipr'whcfi'hcfaid, ♦* Have; we not all 6rie 
•V Father? Hath not x>ne God created uis? 
i« Why then: dd we deal ti-cacheroufly, every 
" man wkbhifi brother, ib pibphaning the ccv 
*' venaat of oor fathers ?" Mahi^. lo. 

He^ who of old heard -the- groans of the 
chUjjrcn of-Ifra«l under the hard tafk-mafters 
in Egypt, I truft, hath kjoked' down from his 
libiy hahitatioa on the miferifB of thefe d^ep- 
}y-:Opprclfcd people. Many lives have been 
Ibortened thtough cxfrenfjc oppreffion, while 
they laboufftd to fupport luxury arftl worldly 
grtatnefs ; and, though many people in out- 
ward proipctky may think little of thofe things, 
yet the- gracious Creator hath regard to the 
cri§s of the innocent, however unnoticed by 
men. 

The Lord, m the riches of his goodneft^ is 
leading fonie mto the feeling of the condition 
of this people, v/ho cannot reft without la- 
bouring as ih^H* advocates ; of which, in fotne 
mcafurc, I have had experience ; for, in the 
movings of hisf^love in my hearty thefe poor 
' fniFererfi b?vc been brought near to mc. 

I have often been a witnefe to the fufFerings 
of the unoffending agpd and infirm, made to 
labour too hard» kept on a diet lefs comfortable 
than their weak ftate required, and cxpofed to 
great difficulties binder hard* hearted men j and, 
ufklcr the h^artrmelting power of divine love, 
tjicir miftry hjtth fplt to me like the mifery of 
jnyp?rej»t8, 

Innocent 



Inmocent y^uth have bcm. taken hy vloldlnce 
from their nativt: iland, Irom thcirfriends "vml 
acquaintance; put on--board ihips ^with hearts 
laden with fprrow ; expofed to great hard(hip!B 
at Tea ; placed under people where their lives 
have been attended with great provocation to 
anger and revenge. 

With the condition of theie youth my 
mind hath often been afifededj as with the 
afHidtions of my children ; and, in a feeling 
of the mifery of: thefe people, And of that 
.great offence which is miniftered to them, my 
tears have been often poured out before the 
Lord, 

That holy fpirit, which affeded my heart 

when I was a ]?outhy^ I trofl, is often felt foy 

the Negroes in . their native land, inclkHpg 

their minds to that which is righteous ; and, 

had the profefled followers rdf Chrifl, in all 

4heir condudl ^toward them, .^anifefled a dif- 

pofition anfwerable to the pare* principle in 

;tbeir hearts, how might the holy name haVe 

been honoured, amongft :the «Gebtiles ! and 

how might we have rejoiced in the fulfiUirig 

of that prophecy 1 •* .^ the Jbbrd, Jove judge- 

*.^ . ment ; 1 hate irobbery for- bufht-ofFerihgs ; 

>* and 1 will dircil their ^mork in truth, an4 

** make an everlafting covcaaW' with the^nu 

tf* * Their fe^ (haH .1^ known amoiigft the 

i^^ Gentiles, and their offspring aMongft the 

^' people: all that fcethtmihall acknowledge 

, '' them, that they are the feed which the Lord 

•* hath hhmr Ifaiah Ui, 8, g. . 

But, 



j-^r J^> iRi|b» pfefefH- ilate«£ things hovr.con- 
ifaty W this practice to that tneek fpirit.iti 
wfakb* sepF Sarioufi lwl-.down his life for* us, 
^i^» all .^b^'fsn^pf the earth might know fal«-^ 
]v2fion i^.ki$ name l_:^ 

(^'^Hoyfi\^ the fufferingi of our blefled Rc« 
deemer (et at naught, and! iiis. name hlaf^ 
^jlkitKmdt ^J^oivgd the Cemiles, throujgh the 
linii^igbteoos proceedings of his profeiled fol- 
^v^nj . /. . . 

r: IVfy mind h^th^ofien bee» aHe£ted» even from 
4^e 4^ys of myyoutb^ unckr a ienie of that 
'marvclloas work, for which ^ Gud^ in infihite 
^qodneis, fent his Son into the world, 
<; The opening of that Spring of living wa* 
tms, which the true believers in Chrift ex- 
f^iencei by which^ they are redeemed from 
pride and covetoufnefs, and brought into a 
Date of meeknefsy where their hearts are en- 
larged in true love toward their fellow-crea^ 
*turcs univ^rfaily ; -^ this work, to me, has 
been precious, and the (preading the knowledge 
cf the truth amongft: the Gentiles been very dc- 
.^rable : and the profeiSbd followers of Chrift 
joining ia cuilpm$ evidently unrighteous^ 
.wbif h inanifefily tend to flir up wrath and in- 
'.fcr^afe wars and dcfolaticms, hath often covered 
^my mind with forrow, 

. ^ if we bring this matter home^ andf as,jfdb 
jpfrppoled to hia friends* ^* put our foul in thejr 
;*f ilours ftead i" (job xvi. 4.) 
^. . If we con&der ourfelves and our children^ 
^as^pofed to, the hardihips which thefepeo- 



pk He titader, in fupportiftg^^iift Jihagtoftrjrgiteat- 

DW wc, iti fulfil cafe, bchoM an Incfeafe of 
ftwcufy and ftrperfluity aiiiongft our 6pfreflbr8^ 
and therewith feci an incrcafe of the weight 
of our bufdcnsi and expeA our poftcrity to 
groan under oppreflion after iis ; 
'Under z\\ this mifery, had we none to plead 
6ur caufc, nor any hope of belief from iman^ 
how would our cries afcend to the God of the 
fpirits of all flefli, who judgcth the *v5&rld in 
righteoufnefs, and, in his own timej is a refuge 
for the opprcffed ! 

If they, who thus affli^ed uf , continued t^ 
lay daim to religion, and were affifted in their 
bufineftby others, cfteemed pioiis people, who, 
through a fricndfhip with them, ftrengthened 
'their hands in tyranny : ' 

' In fuch a ftate, when we were hunger- 
bitten, and could not have fufficient nouriib- 
ment, but faw them in fulnefs plcafing thefr 
tafte with things fetched from far : 
■ When we were wearied 'v^ith Tabour, de- 
nied the liberty to reft, and faw them fpcndit^ 
their time at eafe: when garnf)ents, anrWef- 
aHe to our neceffities, ^ire dcHled us, tvhtle 
we faw them clothed in that' which was cotilff 
*od delicate : 

Under fuch afHidtion, how would flicfc 
painful feeh^ngs rife up as witheflci agamft 
iheir pretend^ devotion! iand,ir^hc name 
-of their religion were mentioned in our hear- 
ing, ho^ *ro»ld it fonnd in joor ears, like'a 

woifd 



llford which %ntfied felf*4^^ and hard* 

ikfs ot heart ! ' * ' ' 

Wheij-^ tj-adc is carried ovtf' prodoftivc of 
tniich milktyy] and they who fufier^.by it are 
i^>me thoiifand niiles .o£f, the danger it die 
greater of; not laying their fufiferings to 

I Id procuring Saves on the coaft of Africa^ 
many childrto 'are ftolen privately ; wars alfo 
aiire encouraged amongft the Negroes^ t^ut all 

II at a gfjeat diftdnce. 

Many groans arife from dying men^ which 
wiehearnpt* 

4 Many cries are uttered by widows and fa- 
tterlefe children 9 which reach not our ears; 

Many cheeks are wet with tears, and faces 
ffpi with unutterable grief, which we fee 
notr 

Crael tyranny is encouraged. The hands 
of robbers are ilrengthened, and thoufands 
reduced to the moft abje<ft flavery, who never 
injured us. 

Were we for the term of one year only to 
be eye-witnefies to what palTeth in getting 
ihefefla-ves: 

. Were the blood which is there fhed to be 
^rinkled Qo pur garments: 

' Were the poor captives bound with thongs,^ 
heavy laden with elephants teeth, to pafs be- 
fore our eyes on their way to the fea : > 
, Were their bitter lamentations day after 
day to ring in our ears, and their mournful 
cries in the night to hinder us from fleep- 
ing; 



On loving our NEIGHBOURS; 2S5 

'Wire We td TiKir the founrf ^6f the Wult 
whcii the flavcs on-board the ftiips^ attetupk 
to kill the Engli(h, and behold the'ifltie df 
thofe bloody confli^tsr ... * 

What pious man could be a witnefs to theie 
t|ung$; ^hd fee a trade carried on in this manner^ 
without being deeply affc(Sted with forrow ? 

Through, abiding in the love of Chrift w» 
feel a tendernefs in our hearts toward our 
fellcnv-dfcatures, entangled in oppirefEve cuCi 
toms y ' and a concern fo to walk, that btir 
condud'iriay not be a means of ftrengthening 
thpm ip error. 

It was the command of the Lord, through 
Mofes, ■ •* Thou (halt not fuflFer fin upon thy 
•* brodier : thou (halt in ,any wife rebuke thjr 
" brother, and (halt not fuftcr fin upon hiih/* 
Lev.-xixr--i7. 

Again 5^ ^/ Keep fa^ from a faHe 'matter^' 
** and the innocent afid righteous -flay thou 
** not." Exod. xxiii. 7. .:..... 

The prophet Ifaiah mentions oppreffion as 
that whfch the true church, in time 6f Out- 
ward quiet, ihould not only be clear ofj^ but 
fhould h^ far from it% " Thou fliilt' be far 
** from oppreffion," Ifaiah liv. 14. Nowthefc 
words, far from^ appear to have an extenfive 
meaning, and to convey inftrudlion in regard 
to that of which Solomon fpeaks, "Though 
hand join in hand, the wicked (hall not go 
unpuni(hcd," Prov. xvi. 5. 

Jt was a complaint againft one of old, 
*^ When thou faweft a thief, thou confentcdll 
"with him." Pfal.Li8. 

The 



^oTlie :^iT>pIiet: Jtremnh fispvtSh^ 
j|dies«*o£ proparatifin toward idobtcani^ ikcrt^ 

1)y children^ men, and ^'womea^..^ f*. IImb 
.^fKErbiidrcajgathcrrwoodf the, izth^^ktj^^ 
H -the &TCp and the wQoien knead tbe 4Qush 
¥ to.bake caketi ibr.tb&.j(|uefia^9^^^ 

It was a complaint of tbe.^Locd a^aiail^jIA 
ftfl, through his prophet ^zeUel^tlu^ thcji 
*> dreDgtbeaed the hands, of the ^cked^aad 
^^ made the; hearts of the ngktcouf . jGuL*', 
£zek. xiii. 12. :- :^ ; • 

; ijSotne works of iniqttitjr carried «n bythr 
psoi^ werereprefented^ by thepiropbet Hoieaf 
jo^thcrfimilitade of plooghing^cjres^piagr aod^ 
eabng the fruit ; *^ Yomhvm ploughed wick«« 
** ednefs, reaped iniquity^ eaten the£ruitof: 
<f iying^ becau&thaudidft troft^an.tby own 
'£ urayr tothe multittsd^Qftby mighty men«V> 
UofeaJc^i^./ i ;;. ; ^ .» 

i. I. have felt jreat diilrefsvof miadrfioce I 
camf 00 this ifland* on account of the meoi'*^ 
bers of our foctety being mixed with^.thc 
world in various forts of buiinefa. and traffic^ 
carried go in im pare channels. Great istbe^ 
trade, to Africa ibr flaves y and, in loadings 
tbsfe ihipsy abundance oC;pe6ple. are employed* 
XI) the maoufadories, - . .( 

Friends in early lime refofed, onarellgi-*. 
Qus principle, to make or trade in fuperdui^, 
ties^ of which we have many large tedimo* 
nies on record j but ; for want of faithfulnefs^ 
(bme gave way,, even fome wbofe examples 

r- :*^': . ■•'• wcxe 



Oil tb^ikbU^^ NEIGHBOIfAS} M^ 

thtrs look utoVe Ubertjr : members of our Ibi^ 
ctet]r worked io fbprcrfltiities;' and bought tti# 
ibid them, andothus ;dimnefsr of rfight camt^' 
iprm mmy^'^Atitngthi irici>d8.\goc iotoa^ 
uftof fotne fuperfloities 'mdrtfTivt axtd mthi^ 
furmnire of- their hoofea^ and this hath fpraaA 
from lefs to more, till fuperfluity of fiuot 
kittdfiiia 'oommoa amongdi itt^: = j 
^ Xtr thif::declmifigiibitCL maoy fiopk at thft 
esmckpkyone of latiotfaetv and too nkocb nei^ 
glett tb0:ipwe.fiselio^of.tmdi. Of late yeari' 
a deep exercilc hath attended my mitid, tkait 
friends may d%?deep, mky carefoUjcaftibifJib 
the loofe matierif -aod fBcrdbwondube 8odB(r 
the fure ibtuxdaiton^^^aod^thtke. :hearkea:>i9f 
that: idi vine »oioe whkbgivcs a dear*and;ceN^> 
tain-ibonii« /* -.., ,- ./r.;!.:^; :^iu= :•*:-> *^ 

And I have felt in that whidb ^h inr de^ 
cdw, that: if: frieiids^wwhoJisve iknown. tin 
truth, keep in that tendernefs of hearty . wheresi 
aU fiews of outward gain arr:gi!ven u^ ahti 
their truft is only oa. the Lor4 he v(dM gnatf' 
eioully fead &»e tQ be pattenn of! 6ccpk\&f* 
deaial id Jthingi reiating* tt»: trade atid idao^' 
dicraft labour^ and that :ibme». who havir 
plenty c^ the ferea&irea of thia worlds willfcx^ : 
ample in a pknio fmgallifr^fiaiid.pay wagta; 
10 fuch as they may hire^.-jiaDre libcrail^ 
than is now cuAomary in /foooie :places^^ 

The prophef^^ fpeakinfj; of the true cfaisfch; 
f»d^ ^ Thy people alfoihaU be all rig.ht^«« 



♦• ous •' 



:€>f the depth of this divine work fevcral 
have fpokenr John 



*;John Gratton^ in his JournaU p« 45, &ict> 
•^' The Lord is my portion, 1 fhall not want* 
He hath wrought all my works in me. ;{ 
am nothing but what I am in hinu" ^ .: 
: Gilbert Latey, through the powerful ope- 
rations of thd fpivit of Chrift in his ibul, wa9 
brought to that depth of Celf-denial^ tbat he 
could not join with that proud (pirit in other 
people, which incCned them to want yanitiet 
and fuperfTuities. This friend was often a- 
mongft the chief rulers of theiiation intimes 
of perfecution, and it appears> by the tefti-^ 
mony of friends, that his dwelling was fo o* 
vidently in the pure life pf truth, that, in his 
.vtlits to thofe great men, he found a place in 
their minds i and that ki^ig James the fecondi 
in the times of bis troubles,, ni^de particular 
mention in a very refpeiSlful nianner of what 
GUbert once faid to him. 
; The faid Gilbert found a concern to .write 
an epiftle, jn which arc th"efe!expreffiona;! 
f^ Fear the Lord, ye men. of all forts, trades^, 
iui4 callings, . and leave ofF.all the evil .that is 
iQ them, for the Lord is grieved with all the 
evils ufed in your employments which you, 
are exercifcd in/' * . 

, " It is even a grief to fee how you are fer^f 
vants to fin and infl:rument8 of Satan.'' See 
lii^ 4works, p. 4a, &c. : 

George Fox, in an epiftle, . writes thus; 
*VFj;icnds, ftand in the eternal power of 
(jod, witnefles againft the pomps and vani^*^ 
ties of this world." 

'' Such 



•* Such trjidc/mc^rii,, as ftand as^witnctfcs 
in |hc power of tJbd^ cannot fulfil the peo* 
pWs minds in thefe Vaiiitics^ and therefore 
they arc offended at them/* 

«« Let all truftinthc Lord>. ai^d wait pa- 
tiently lOh hinij for^ when tru^firft broke 
foFih' ipXtondoa*, maqy tradefiijen could not 
take fo much money, in their iDhopSi for fome 
time, a5 would Biiy., them bread ind watery 
bccaufe they witljftood the world^s ways^ 
fafliions, and cuftomsi yet, by theif patient 
waiting on the Lord In their good life and 
converfation, they anfwered the truth irt pco* 
ple*s hearts, and thus their bufincfs increaf* 
cd/' Book of Docfi-finals, p. 824* 

Now, Chrift our holy leader gracioufly con* 
tinueth to open the undcrftandings of his 
people, and as circumflances alter from age 
to age, fome, who are deeply baptised into a 
feeling of the ftate of things, arc led by his 
holy Spirit into exercifes in fome refpe<a dif- 
ferent from thofe which attended the faithful 
in foregoing ages, and, through the conflrain- 
ings of pure love, arc engaged to open the 
feelings they have to others. 

In faithfully following Chrift, the heart i$ 
weaned from the dcfirc of richcs> and we- 
are led into a life fo plain and fimple, that a 
little doth fuffice, and thus the way openeth ' 
to deny ourfelves, under all the tempting al- 
lurements of that gain, which we know is 
the gain of unrighteoufne^s^ 
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'-'YKfe^apc/ftle, fpeaSin|'' 6ti this iu!^M, ,afk- 
eth this c^oeflicJrt; -^" Wlfa!t Mlow 
^^''t^moit(Htk With tinMt;feattfnilfe P* '2 tJoi*. 
vi; I A. .Arid again Tknhf ** fjavfe'no ibllbW. 
*^ (Bjl> W?tli ihruhMftil WcifkS'6f^dafckncfF, 
^* bBl"t^fiK">6^^^^ fepiltf. ir;* ti. 

Agaiii;-:^^^Bfe tiot-d^im^ 
•It^t^p thjffelJ^^^ 

^ Where pebple, thfcnig^^kitKe pow^r ftf ChFiH, 
arc thoroughly fettled in a right ufe of things, 
fVee d Ctutti ' alf unfttctiSttjr Care arid expence> 
the mind, in this true refignation, is at liberty, 
from the bands, 6f a. 'narrow fclf-intercft> tt) 
attend frttm time to time on the oiovings of 
Ifiis fpijit upon ,j^s,- thog^g^ he leads into that 
'through which' bor faltli* is clofdy tried. 

The Jlangua^e of Cbrift is pure, ancf, to tire 
ptire'l^i'h^^rt, this piirfe language is intelKgl^ 
MeV bdf,'intlfeIbVei>f ttioiiey, thetnrnd, be?a| 
Jnt(^ on g^iti", fe too fuUof'btiman ccJhtrivarri3!& 
fo attend to ifi'y^-- - • • 

It'kppeafreth' eviderit, that fome charmcls of 
trrfde ^tt defiled Wfth unrfghteoiiftiefs, thit 
iJhfemmcfs tofmanySreihteftt on getting treirJ 
^ures to fupport a life, in which there are ma«y 
^nrfeceiflary expeiices; '^ 

And i feel a living concern attwd* tiiy. 
rriinc?, that, under thefe difficultief> we may 
KmtibH folltow-'onr heavenly Shepherd, wht> 
gracioyQy regardcth his flock, and is wSlin^ 
aritf '?.fc^e ito fupply 11$ both inwardly ahd out- 
v/ardly with elcwn* provender, that bath beftb 
wffincvvcd with the (ho<^el and the fan, wliere 
T\e mdy 'J loW to ourfelvcs in rightcoufnefs. 



*' neap ift mercy," H^fe^ x. 12^ and not, be 
defiled With the works of iniqility.?;. . ' 

*.Whcrfc ciiftadiis cootfary lo |)qnft wifdom 
Hr^.trftnftnitJed to {xjjjcrity, it gppeafs to bp 
aq iaj.ury,epmR)itfed ^g^idO: theov) ^knd I oftea 
fe^l tfipd^r.cpippaQjofl »$pward a. yQ^pg geaera- 
tiotti gad d&fircs th^l/tjieir diffeultjfg may nojt 
l)ie in^re^Jfed tbrpu^ Hoiie^hfulQ ^^^ of t|i9 

prcfentage* 

. J.. . /": WA JiLi.^ . ■ -• ■ J' » . • ■*. I J "^ ,' , .■ j : ,« 

■.J i • \ 

• ■ *■ * . ••••-(' .A- ■*■■.■ ■ ■ . ' y. V : 

-Til)7 thetrkddtsr.'itiFk;a.;fQrilai^cs9] and in the 
-X.niaiidgodeiKiof'£hips; going. €(0 th^fe vq^^ 
igeSi* maH^y of out lad^iahd ypong m^n have a 
coniiderabie part c£ their education. 

Now,' what piousr;. father, bchqWing hlB fon 
plaoed in one of thefc {hip%. to le^en the prac^ 
ticcrof a mariner^ could forbear tnou^oing ovett 
bim? 

Where youth are examplcd .ixi- rheans of 
getting money^ fo full of violence a,nd ufed 
tp tfxcrcife fuch cruelties on thieir fellow-crea- 
tures, the difad vantage to them. ij^.tlieir edu<f 
cation is very great. 

Bull feel it in my nuind to write concerning 
^e feafariog life in general. 

In the trade carried on from the Weft*In- 

dies^ and from fome parts of the continent, 

U 2 the 
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the prpdiice of the labcw flav<^ b » cod- 

'X-.z^k'^^f^^^^ V^ fj:€<jiK?ntIy at th"<5 porW 
"where ;flave^^^ pfteh wuh 

pcbpte who bpprcfs tficm ^^ithput the ■appear/* 
^\}^eo§ t^tn^ri^y^ and often wJth yaitqi^s eiqpioy'^ 
cd ip :(h?;tlave-t/ad^^^ Ij^^t I^werfully do ! t^eff 
evil' eiSiriplcs Iprcrfd-ain the feafaring 

youthl.^;^- . .= '..^/ ' ' ^./ ^ : ■.'; ,. ."..'■ 

r have ^^ad many pppbftuhitles to feel and 
iHiderftahd j the '^epewd-, flate of ; the leafaring 
life amongft'us, ^^nd pjy wind hath^o/tea 
heen fad on account of' fb many lads a^id 
ypupg men. being Jraipisd gp amidft fo j^eat 
corruption. ^, . . . / '., 

Under thtf^ honibling povB^eir of Chrift i 
have feen, jhat,^ if the leadings pf his ho|y 
Spiritwerefai&fiiUy attended, to by his iprii- 
feffed followers: in general, the heathen nati- 
ons would be c^fairipled in righteoufncfs. A 
lefs number of people 'would be employed on 
the fcas, Thev channels of trade would, be 
more free frottu defjlenient Fewer people 
would be employed in vanities and fuper- 
fluities. 

The ilihahitants of cities would be lefs io 
number. . . . , 

Thote who have mych lands woidd become 
fathers to the pjpqr. .!; 

More pec^le, would be employed in the 
fwect employm,eiit of hufbandry j and,inihe 
path of pure wifdom, labour would be an a- 
g ecable, healthful^ employment, 

'''■•"' : ::-. . .' . :.io 
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in ihc opciiing of thtelfe things in my. mind, 
I feel a living concern that we, whofiavfe felt 
^ivihe love in our hearts, may falUifulIy ^}4p 
in it, and, like gobd foldiers^ endure, hardnels 
ibrChrift'sfoke. "'' ;^;;';; ' ^Z^,^. ^^^ , 
. tje, our bleflid Ssiyiour, exHbrtlng hi5 fol- 
lowers tpk)vc one another, adds, .'* As I have 
^ loved you." Johnxiii. 34. ' ^' 

^ He loved Lazarus, /yet in jhis ficknefs did 
tiot heiid him, but left hirii tp indiirc^ t^ 
jpains of death, that^ in *rfeftoring;W to life, 
the people might be Confirmed in the true 

•^ He loved his difcjples, biit' ifentilbem forth 
pn a mcflage attended- with great' ilifficuity, 
aniongll bard-'heatted ]be6d^^ , fi?^c bfwKorn 
\iroUld 'think that" in kilhngf th^m they dil 

Obd fervice.' /" \ ''.';,"."'....,_:'. .. ;.^' 

. So deep is divine loVe, ihat^^ in;ft^ 
abiding in it, we are prepared .to deny diirr 
Iclvcs all thai gairi which JS. cohtr'aiy Id 
jpure wifd'jm, and to follow Chriil, cyeii unrfef 
contempt, and through fufFe'irigsi 

While friends were kept truly huniblej and 
walked according to. the puritj^ of ouc priti- 
iciples, the divine witrtefs irt toahy heahs W 
reached; but when a worldly fplrit |[ot ^n-^ 
trance, therewith came in kixiirieS and fu- 
perfluitics, and fpread, by little and little, 
tvcn amongft the foremoft rank in fociety, 
and from thence others took liberty in that way 
more abundantly. 

In the continuation of thefe things,, Troni 
parents to children, there were many wants 

U 3 to 
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to fappljr, pvan wants unknown to* friends 
while thty faithfully followed Chrift.: atfd, 
in ftrivipg to. fupply thcfe wants, many have 
fcxadled on the poor ; many have entered on 
troplQyfltienjs, ip which' they often labour inf 
Uphpll^ing pride ahd vanity. Many Havefookr 
pd'ottoric another, and been ftrengthcned'm' 
thffe things, one by the example faf^hotlier; 
ftrfd, astoihe pure divine feeing, djmncf?- hath 
corne over many, andtHechapnelsbf truel^roU 
therly IqVc been obftruSed, 

People nfay have mo intention fo .dppreft,, 
vet^ by entering on cxpenfive ways of life^ 
th?ir minds may be fo entangled therein, and 
ib engaged to. fuppbrt cxpenfive cuftoins-, a4 
to be cftfWJged from the pure fympatbizing 
fpirit. ' . V " 

As IJbaye travelled in England, I haveliad 
f^ tender feeling of the condition of poor peo- 
ple I fome of whom, though honeft and in^ 
duilrfous, have nothing to fpare toward paying 
for the fchooling of their children. 
» Thcr? is a proportion between labour and 
the pectflaries of life j and, in true brotherly 
love, the mind is open to feel after the necef^ 
fities of the poor* 

Amongft the poor, there are fome that are 
weak through age, and others of a weakly 
pature, who pafs through ftraits, in very pri- 
vate life, without afking relief from the pub- 
lic- •.■•■•-* 

Such, as arc ftrpng and healthy, may dd 
that bofioefs, which, to the weakly, may be 
oppreflivc ; and in performing that, in a day, 

which 
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which is cftecmed a day's labour, by weakly 
perfons, in thtf field a^d in the flflops, and by 
weakly women who fpin and knit in the ifta- 
nufadtorics, they often pafe through weari- 
nefs ; and many fighs, I believe^ -a^e-uttered-in 
d^cp^ unheard .by fome who mJght^ferd their 
bujrdjifns. . ^ - -' ' t v^ ^i" " : -. 

Labour, ip t^e right mediamj ishe&llh^s 
but» in too much of it, 'iheVe is a painful w«a^ 
ri^^g i . apd die ||^fridfiitps of the poor ttre 
fometimes increaifcd through want of more ^^. 
gjrecable ppwUhmenj^ "inore plentifirii' fuel for 
il^Atc^ and warni^ ^clothing in thb winter, ^ 
thaxi tbf ic. wages .wjl( ahfWf ri. 

W^efi 1 have feen plenty, in feme houic$, 
to a degree of luintiry} the cohdit:H>n of pQpjr 
children brought up without Uarningi . and the 
condition of the wea|;|y and aged, who AfivQ 
tp live by. their l^bour^ haye often fevived ia^ 
my mind, as cafes of which fome,' who live in 
fuinef^i oe^tOrl^eput.ipreaiembrani^ . i 

There are few, if any, who- could behold, 
thedr fellow-creatures lie jo(% inr difirefs, and, 
forbear to help them^ whep they cpuld do i( 
withouf; any* iiiconvenience ; but iooikoms^ re« 
(quiring much labour to- fuppbit thelxi; do49f«^^ 
ten lie heavy on the poor, while they ^wiwltVq 
in thefp cuiloms are fa entangled itij^ mutaitude, 
qS unneceflary concerns^ that tbey thrnik^tiut^ 
little of the hardfhipg which the pck)r p8ople.^p. 
through. . ' ^ £^^ 
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WORSHIP ill -fileriM hath often teeti 
r^fr«(hrng to my mind, and a care^^f:*^ 
(f ftds me that * young gcniration itfay ffefbFthc . 
f^nstture of tfeffe ^orftiip. ' ; -> ■ ^ • - ^* 'f v 

-': Great <»penic;e afifcth-'m rthtioo td tl««> 
vbich istciHM^ivinc wdriliipf; ^ -'^ • 

-A ccmfi(4er^btef itt of tftiis fcxp^ncc is apjvifed^ 
tMir^Fd. otttymrd greatncfe;V'-ahd ^nianij^ fK3«5r. 
people, in raifirig^lithe, labour ili fappbrrfttgi 
qu(loifar cdf^qti^y to thi^ffinij^ridty that thiei^ 1$ 

irChrift;howard whoni my miftd h?th oftcfli" 
l3!«n movtfdwhh pity, : .: 

c Jti pure' fiieht worftiip we dwell -fthder the 
)<criv ahofin|ing, and feel Ghrii^ to ^ acfr ihep^f 

Mt ■ ■ -■■': ' ■ ■ ^- 

\ yiext tlic*l5eft of teachefs iminifters to the fc^ 

vi^ral conditions of bis flock/ and the foul fe^ 
Cfeives, immedutcly from ihc divine fountaini 
that with which it isHouriftied. 
•• As 1 havc^ tr^vcllfed, attitnes, where thofc of 
fHher: fopietieiB haye attend(^d our moetmgs^ 
itid* \i^^ pibrceiytd how little^ feme of them 
itft«Wi^ ibe^ndture erf: lilent worOiipj 1 hav0 
felt tender defires in my heart, that we, who* 
^fen jSt^filejlt in our meetings, may live ani^^ 
Werahle to the pature pf an inward feUowihipi^ 
with God, that np ftuniblin|-blpcfe, through 
ll^/to^y^bciaidifft^^ 
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Such Is *the load of unneceflary expence, 
which iieth pa that which ia calted divine fer- 
vice, in many places, and fo much are the 
minds ^ of many people eoijployed in outward 
forms und ceremonies^ that the opening of an 
invi^rd -fitent .wor(bfp>^ in this tHtio6, to tut 
hath tppcared to be a precious opji^ing. 

:- "Within the- laft four hundred years, maaf^ 
pious people have been -dcifeply cxcrdifed iir 
lbii}» on account of the fuperftitionjwhich pre- 
vailed amongft the profeflod followers of Chriftf 
ffcndy ia fupportof their teftimony againft op« 
prc^ve idolatry^ fopoCf in feveral ages» have &» 
mfhed their courfe in the flames. 

Mt appears, by the hiftory of the reforimi^ 
tion« that, through the faithfulncfs of the mar* 
tyrs, the underftandings of many have been o*^ 
pi^edt and the minds of people, from age to 
^^ been o)ore and more prepared for a real. 
Ipiritual worlhip. 

My rnind is often affe^ed with a fcnfe of 
the condition of th0(^ peoplcj whoj in different 
agcs^ have bcitn meek and patient^ followingc 
Chrift through great pj61i<lionS:5 and, white; 
I behold* the ieveral fleps of refprmation, and 
thftt' cle»rnefs to which, through divine goodf^ 
ocf$9 it h|a(h. been brought, h^ our auceftors £ 
i feel tender defires^ fh%t w^^ who fometinxes 
meet in iilence^* may nj^ver, by our conduiSI^ 
lay ftumblingrblocksio the way of others, ^ 
^Utder tb^ pwjgrtf^ iof th^ rp^rmfttion in tha 
world, i • • :.. 

It was a complaint, ag^^ifi/l^^ feme who were 
j»)lcd the JLord's peoplcj that they brought 
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QJJARTERLY ahp MONT;Hi^V 
MEETINGS OF FRIENDS; -v 



Beloved Friends, r 

• * • * 

FEELlNGj, at this time, a renewed ^wi* 
cern, that the pure principle of light afidT 
!ite, and the righteous fruits thereof, may fpretd 
find prevail amongfl mankind, there is anT to« 
gagemenl on my heart to labour whh my br-e^^ 
ihfen in religious profeflion, that none of ua 
may be a ftumbling-block in the way of others V 
but that we may fo walk, that our conduct m»f ^ 
reach' the pure witnefs in the hearts of fucbay 
are not in profeflion with us. ' , )> 

And^ de^r friends, while we publicly owA 
that the Holy Spirit is our leader, the pr<)Jefc. 
fion is in Itfetf wfcigbty, and the weigh tincfs 
thereof increafeth, \n propoition as we are 
noted among the profeiTor^ of truth, and 
- • adivc 



^^Mmliiai^^vm V walk diforacr- 

f ;^liif iiiy u!i^ fbr want of due 

^ttehttbn'''an a pttfc(k rcfignation to this 
ffiyufe* Tea^^^^^ havic, in fohie things, main-- 
fi&tA alleviation fr(»» the purity of pur re- 
tij^oQii jptinciples ; and thefe deviatibhsV ii^'^ 
yW'creirt afticngft 11$ /by littkrand littlei; 
ind hicrea^g from lefi' to grc«er, hive Itecft 
JTo far unnoticed,, that fome, living in them^ 
bave been a<5Hve In pnttrng difcipline id prac- 
tkti with relatibn to others, whoife conduit 
¥ath' : appealed tattt * diOibhburable in 'th& 
world/ \ . ... 

Now, as my mind hath been exercifed bef 
fore the Lord/ 1 have fecn that the ditci- 
bline of the church of Ghfjft ftirideth in that 
which is pufe J that it is the wifdona froni 
jiboye' whkh gives authority to diftiplihe • 
^nd that Uie weightincfs fhefeof ftande^h nQt 
jfn any outward circurhftances, but in the 
Authority of Chnft, who is the author of: if j 
juid: where aiiy, vvalk after the fleft, and not 
ifccSrdirig to thife ' purity of truth, and at the 
fame time^are jiGiiyt :ih potting difcipline irt 
^Mfilidice, a v^il is jgraduaH^^^ the 

plirity^ of difcipiirfci. .ahd over that holinefif 
Jf life, whii^^^^^ ** in 

**;w^ God is verily perfedked*** 

ijdlin ii. jj. ' ; ^ 

^^" When we labotir in tifue love w}th offends 
ifs, tod they remain obftiriate, it fomctimca 
is peceflf^ry to proctcd as far as our Lord dir 
"^ '" \ rcflcd ; 



read : ** Let him ,t« fpjhWJV.J^n hci«?Wn 
" maoj or a publicanV" Matt; xviii. 17. ' ' \ 
, Now, when fucfc w^difeyirpcd^. aa4 thej 
virho aft therein igd.tii;]^ piadfi ^untij^^ t^cp^ 
wifdom, and arc, pncferyfld in ,1^15, Hg«cif:^n>. 
^priflg fpirit,. there " np juft jfaufcp^^^ 
miniftercd to, . any . ; . b\i|i, whepf^ (^ ?S !.«w 
adive in deaUng wijth. pflfepd^rs ?;?(rii}^c.i^^ 
felves in things, vvhich/.are^ cpptrary^t 
.purity oF trjut^ and. yet judge ctl^e;;? whofip 
«Qndu<3: ^app^ars more ^i^t^nparablc, ,^aqt 
theirs^ ^ hpre the pure authpnty pf , ^if^^plio^ 
fTfiafeth aji tp foch offenders^ and. a .tempUf 
iion is laid in their way to wrangle and cofQ* 
tend:— "Judge not/' faid,o.uri^jrd. " that 
M ye h» not judged.". Now/ this foroidJing 
jijludes to man's judgeaie^,. ,and points . Qut 
the necef&ty of our hunably attcfiding to tl^at 
fiui^ifying power under which ;the faithfj^l 
experience thip Lord to he . V: a fpfrit of judge* 
y ment to ihem.'* lfav3|f*yHu6^.,,A9dj a§ wf 
feel his Holy Spirit to; ni^priif^. the ^eqds^ 
body in us^ and can fay> ^^ \t is no more, I ^^ 
*• live, but Chrift that iiycth; in in^^ 
jight judgement is known, , ^ ^ 

And, while divine Ipve, preyaiJs in ,ovif 
hearts, j^nd felf in us is brought^ Vp^^r jufi^et 
inent, a pfeparation is feljt to .rah9iir. in $f ig^| 
manner wuh offen4ers : Vut)^ If ^f ahidf.jnot 
in this love, our outvvafd peffbFmance ih^^4^^ 
ing with others degenerates intp; fprtaality ^ for 
" this is the ioyc of .God, tl^^^ keep ^jif 
" comnjandmcnts/' John it 3. ; 

" riow 



^•^tfow ^^igKty^are- tlfofe inftputUdns of our 
Redeethefii-eoticfefiifiig r^)igk>«is duties^ when 
lje*points wit that they^ wbo^ pr«y^ ibould be 
Ib'obedieMt ^ the J^achings of th^ Holy Spi- 
ih, tlMii humbiy^ confiding in his help, ^they 
way fiyi '** Thy iwunc, OFath*r,feecJialiowedl 
**>Hh7 kiiygdom come i tby will biB <ione cm 
•f^-eifftli J ka it is heaven/' -t-^In this aw^ 
fhl ftate. of mind is fek that w^fliip* whidti 
ftatKi^ in doing the will of God^ on ieartb, ap 
ft;is done in beaten^ and keeping the-boljf 
iiahie'fa^red. To take a holy profeMon upoA 
us is awftil; nop can we keep tbii holy name 
faired ^*but by- 'hirmbly abiding yild^r the 
tfofs of Ghrift. The ap0ftlemade^^tteary'Co«|l• 
, ^aiftt againA fomei who prpph^a^d #hir hfoK^ 
ittfoe by their mannef of Kyitig f • '^ ThrougA 
*f: you ^hc fay$) the name of Ged'/U-iAzOpmi^ 
*• mcd amdngftihe Gentiies."^ Rom* ii.- i^^ 
' Some of bur ahceftors, thto9j^h>inaiiy tJ?i* 
litllaMoii^, wefegatbtfed into th^ftate ti^«ru6 
WQrihipperfi; and ha^^ fellow{hifV in that 
iiAidti'-ii purei* -and, 'as one Was Inward)^ 
ihtrved'to' kneel ddwn in their afTemblies and 
publicly £^11 on the natne of the Lord, thoft 
iri 'the hsrmony of tmited exercifej then pre- 
fcAt> Joined in the prayer; I mentiott this 4ii 
order that we, of the prefent age^^ 'may ItK^k 
vlaio the Rock from whence we were heWn; 
"and remember that to unite in worftiip i* i 
t}nion in prayer, and thatprayer> acceptabl* 
^thc Father, is only in a mind triily fanSi* 
ficcj, where the facred name is kept holy^ and 
the Hieart refigned to do his will on earth as 

it 
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It IS ^b iiiheavBG J •* If ye abide in- mt^ 
fdthi Chrift; •* arid my W6rd« abide in yoa, 
^* ye fljall afk what ye Will in my natii^ 
*♦ -aiod ft tfiart be doneurito7ou."i--NcjWi^wfc 
know ntit'whkt to prayfor as We ought, h\h 
as the Holy' Spirit ddth a^ti and dire^ oiQr 
niihds, and( is we faithfully vieUl.to its in- 
fluences, our prayerff af e' fn the willcf.ottr 
1bei3V0h|y t^^her, whbfafTt not to grant that 
Which his dWii' • fpifit; tliwugh his . childi'cfl, 
?lketb;r— thus prfcfer^atioii ff0«' fin is known, 
aiid tbife frhits of Hgbtebufhefs are brbugHt 
fOr<b by fuchis inwaVdly anile itfpnytr. * ' 
" jrfow weig'hty are our folemn tueeringji 
when the hrawe of Chrift is kept holy? 

*• Hdw 0'reeiops is that ftate, ii) which'thic 
childfeh or the Lord are fo redeemed fr(>in 
the love of this world, that they are acceptecl 
and blelftd In all th'at they do." R. Bafday> 
Apology;" p.' 404. • * ■ ' 

HoMir neceffary is it that we, who profefe 
thefe pHndples, and ate* ocktwardly adive in 
fui5poit:ing them, flioold faithfully abide m 
divihe ftreftgth, that "As He, who hath eaM- 
" ed us, Islioly, fo we may be holy in all 
" manner of converfatibn * 'l Pet. i. r.5.' ' 

If one, profefling to be< ihffueneed by t^je 
fpirit of Chrift, propofeth to unite in alaibour 
to pfomote righteoufnefs In ■ the earth, iapd 
in time paft he hath manifeftly deviated froth 
the path of equity, then, to iadt confiftetit with 
this principle, his firft work is to make refti- 
titution Co fit as he mayJS^nabltd ; for, if he 
attempts- to contfibute toward « work, intend- 
ed 
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'Cd. to.pr9ai(>((^ nghtccw^ while it ;appefltt 
that he negledeth. or rj^fufeth^ to adriglue* 
Pttily. him^Iff hi$^ condu.d: bas^^'tfodcncy to 
^sptapglethe minds of tbofe who are.wea[fa;. id 
the laidhtt who behold thefe , tbing^n and to 
.4raw a veil over the purity oiT rjghteopfqei^ 
Jby carryiog an appearance as though that was 
fighteoufhcfs which is nou -x 

AgaiOf. tf I propofe to aflift in Supporting 
thbfe db^rines wherein that purity or life i^ 
hHi forth in which cuiloms^ proceeding ft oat 
the ifpirit of this world» have no pl^Ct indj 
at the fame time, tpilrengthen others in thoie 
cuifaamSf by my example ; the firft (tep, then^ 
in an orderly proceedings is^ to ceafe frood 
thofecudoms myfelf^ and, after wards^ to la-» 
bour^ as I may bp enabled, to promote the 
li^e difpofition and condud in others. 

Tq be convinced of the pure principle of 
truths and diligently exercifed in walking 
anfwerably th? reto^ is neceflary, before I can 
confiflently recommend this principle to a-^ 
fhers. — 1 often feel a labour in fpirit, that 
we» who are aftive members in religious fo* 
ciefy, may experience in ourfelves the truth. 
of thofe exprcffions of the Holy One, •• I 
^^ . will be landlified in them that come nigh 
"'me." Lev. x. 3. In this cafe, my mind 
hath been often exercifed, when alone, year 
after year, for many years, and, in the re- 
ncwin^s of divine love, a tender care hath. 
been incited in me, that we, who profcfs the 
inward principle of light to be our teacher, 
may be a family, united in that purity of : 

worfhip 
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Vorfliip which comprehenda ^hofy llfx:' an3 
ttiniftersinftrudion toothers. '^=""' 
.'., My mind is often drawn toward chilrfrert 
in the truth, who, having a (m'aUihare of thd 
things of thia life and cbniing td^^have-fami^ 
lies, may be inwardly exerctled bbfofei thp 
Lord to fupport them in a way agreeable tb 
the purity of truths ih which they may feel 
IfiB bleffing upon them in (heir labours : the 
thoughts of ibch being entangled with cuA 
toms, (contrary to pure wifddm,) conveyed td 
them through our hands, doth often' ver]^ 
tenderly and movingly afFe£): my heart ; and| 
when I look toward, and think on, the fuc-* 
tibefling generation, fervent defires are raifed 
in me^ that wc^ by yielding to that Holy Spi-; 
rit which leads into all truth/ may not da 
the work of the Lord deceitfully; may not 
live contrary to the purity of the divine prin- 
ciple we profefsy but that^ as faithful labour-*" 
nu in our age* we may be inftrumental in 
removing ftumbling- blocks out of the way of 
thofe whomay fucceed us« , 

So great was the love of jChrift, that bcT 
gavchimfelf for the churchV '^ that he .migbt" 
•* fandlify and cleanfe it, thir it fliould bc;;^ 
f* holy and' without bkmrfJtj itot; havfti^f 
•rfpot or wrinkle or any fuch tHing/'\ Ep^bi* 
V. 254 And, where any t^kc- the name ;o£# 
Chriil upon them^ profcffinrg to be memb^fsr * 
of his chbrch and led by his Holy Spirits' 
ud yet manifeftly deviate from thd\purit^ 
of truth, they herein aft againftthe graciousf; 
it&gn of his giving himielf for them, and 
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imnifter caufe-for the ccfiitihuancc of Jiis^<' 
fliflionsv.^/z. :in-;his body, the church. r 

Ghrift fuffcred afilidlions in a body of flcflii^:. 
prepared by the Father ;l but the afflidions of 
his myftical body are ^yet unfini(bed > for 
they, who arc 1>sipti2jed mto Chrift, are bap;* . 
tized into his death ; and, as we humbly abide 
under his fanftifying power, and are brought 
forth into hcWriefs of life^ tve feel Chrift ta 
Kvc in us; who being the fame yefterday,* 
to-day, and for ever, and always at unity?- 
with himfelf, his fptrit, in the hearts of hi« 
people, leads to an inward exercife for the fal^ 
Tation of mankind : and when, under a tra« 
Tail of fpirit, we behold a vifited people ciW 
tangled by the fpirit of this world, with it^. 
tvickednefs and cuftoms, and thereby rtn^ 
dercd incapable of being faithful examples ter 
others, forrow and heavinefs, under a (eafe 
of thefe things; are often experienced i aud 
thus, in feme meafure, is filled up that which 
rcfliiains of the afflid;ions of Chrift* 

Our bleiTcd, Saviour, fpeaking €oncerttin|f 
gifts oflfered in divine fcrvice, fays, *• If 
^ thbcrinring thy gift to the altar, and there 
" remembereft that thy brother hath oughtt 
^f . againft thee, kave there thy gift, before the. 
*^. altar, and g;o thy wayi firft be reeonctr 
•t led to thy brother, and then come and 
" offer thy gifti'* Mat. y. 23, 24. Now^- 
^ere is no true unity ^trt in that whereiar 
the Father and the Son are united ; nor can 
Aere be a perfiedt KconciliatioQ but in ceafing 
Aota that which ainiften caufe for the ccm-r 
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titfuiation of the afflidiions of Chrid ; and if 
Any, profeiling to bring their gift tp ihe altan» 
do remember the cuftouiary contradid:ion 
.iiehich (bine- of their fruits bear to^ the pure 
ffsfiritual worQiip^ here it appears neceiTary to 
hif to heart this coiximaodi ^* Leave thy gift 
*' by the altar/' 

. Chrift gracioufly calls his people brethren i 
** Whofoever (hall do the will of God, the fame 
*• is my brother.*' Mark iii; 35* Now, if we 
walk contrary to the truth, as it is in Jefu$i 
t;i^hile we continue to profefs it. We ofiend 
againfl Chrift ; and if, under this ofFentei Wd 
bring our gift to the altar, our Redeemer 
doth not diredt us to take back our gift, he 
doth not difcoitrageour proceeding in a good 
work, but gracioufly points out the neceiTa^ 
ry means by which the gift may be rendered 
lacceptabiet ** Leave (faith he) thy gift by 
** the altar : fird go and be reconciled to thy 
?♦ brother ;" ccafe from that which grieve) 
the Holy Spirit, ceafe from that which is a- 
gainft the truth, aS it is in Jefus^ and tbeQ 
C6me and offer thy gift. 
^' I feel,' while I am writing, a tendemefs to 
tbcrfe, who^ through divine favour, are pre* 
fcrved in a lively (enfe of the flate of the 
-churches, and at times may be under dif- 
couragements with regard to proceeding in' 
that pure way which Chrift> by bis Holy Spi- 
ri'i, leads into. The depth of diforder and 
Weaknefs, wliich fo much prevail, being or 
pened, doublings are apt to arife, as to th^ 
p(x3ibility of proceeding as aa aflcmibly e( 
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fhe ^6rd^6'peop1e in the piirerotforelof trod) ^ 
sf>d btfrtf I feel; a concern to exprefs^ in Jbp^ 
f^^Ktttds^ ih4t which hath been opened ifl 
f»ymitid, tAider the power of the crofs of 
Cbfift, relating to a vifible gathered churchy 
tSie meitiberd whereof are^uided by the Holy 
Spirit. - . .:> .^\ 

The chtJTch is called the: body of Ghrift* 
Col. i. 25. ? 

' Chr^ft is ' cafHed the head of the ehurcb, 
Eph, i. 22^ - ■ ■.-?t 

^ The church is called the pillar and ground 
of troth, I Tim. iii. 1^. ^ .; 

Thus the chufth haihrTi name that is f» 
tred, ^ and the neccfiity of keeping this name 
holy Upbears evident $ for/" where a number 
of peopk unite Hi a profeffion of being led bfr 
the fpirit of Chrifr, and publifli their prin* 
tiples to the worhd^ the z£bs and proceedings 
of that peepter may- ia ibme meafure be con^ 
fidered as fxich which Ch rift is the author ofc 

Now, whiter^e ftanrf in this flation^ i£;ifae 
pure -lighr'of 'Kfe is not vfellowed and regar^*^ 
cd in our proceedings, "we are in the way o£ 
jM-optfe'ftiftg the holy Name, and of going 
t^k tSWar^^ thaf wiidernefs of- fufieringa ,aad 
^fetMt^nr ou^-of whichy through the tender 
d)etci6s of (^od, a chutch hath been gathcav 
«Sd j ^ Chrift liMAtb in fanftified veffels,'' Gak 
ii. 2&. and ^here they behold his holy name 
>profarted> atid ths pure gofpel light eclipfed 
through the liiifaithfolnefs of any who? bjr 
ibkir* rtafiofti-^pp^ar -to be -ftandard-bearera 
kkffibi th^'l¥ftt€ -of Peace, the living mem*- 
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hers in the body.of Gfarift, in beholding, tbedb 
things* do in fome degree experience the feU, 
low^ipof his fufferings; arid, j»s the wHdont 
of the world more and more takes place. in 
conduiSing the affairs .of this yifibk gathered 
cbanch, and the pure leadings of. the Holy 
Spirit are lefs waited for and followed, fo tho 
true differing feed is more and more oppref* 
fed. 

. My mind is often affeHfted with a fenfe of 
the condition of iincere-bearted people in feme 
kingdoms, where liberty of confciience is not 
allowed, many of whom^ being burthened in 
their minds with prevailing fuperflitton, join- 
ed with opprefTioos/ are oftea under forrowi 
and where fuch have attended to that pure 
light, which hath in fomc degree opened their 
underflandings, and, for their faithfulnefs 
thereto, have been brought to examination 
tohd trial,, bow heavy am the f^erfecutions 
which in divers parts of tlaa world are. exer*t 
ctfed upon themi How mightyi as to. the 
OKtward, is that power by which they are 
bofoedown andjopprefled! 
V How deeply afiedting is the condition of 
many, upright-hearted people who : are taken 
into the papal inquifition ! -What lamentable 
cruelties* in deep vaults, in a private way^ 
are exercifed on many of them ! and how 
lingering is that death, by afoHtU flow fire, 
which they have frequent^ endured who 
|yave been faithful to the end! 
v^ How many tender- fpirited proteflants h9LVp 
been fentenced to ipend the remainder of their 
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Kv«rin''^ii'|pncy^c>jaihtfd't6 oars, dmifcr hard*^ 
^feeaftedwiiftefs, while their young children 
|trc p)kcpi out for education, and taught 
principles focpntrary to theconfqiences of the 
parents, that, by diiTcnting from themy they 
l^ayei ha*aWed thci^ Hberty> livtrs> and all 
th^t was ddat tp thetn df the things* of thi? 
^Mrpridi •■■' ' ^ -^ ■ .. ■ 

There have been in time paft fevere perfc* 
jtutfons tmrdier the Engliih govcrtiTOent/ an4 
many fidcere* hearted people have fuifered 
death fprthtj teflhncffty af-a gooid oonfcieoce, 
Kvhoi^ fai](hftilnefr^ij| tbdip day hath nsiniftrci 
cncduragirh'ent'to atbcrs,^ ^nd been a bleffing 
to many wboliavefoceccdedthem^ thus^ froitti 
age to Age, ^ thfr darteftcfs^teciing mbrc aoid "niare 
leihoye^) a channel at' length,; through- the 
tender tnctcies of Qod, Hath becp^'opcncd for 
the exercife of the pure gift of the gofpel ml- 
tiiitry, without interrnptibn frdrri oatward 
power ; a worfc thfe like of which is rare, aticj 
iinknovvn ia-manypartfrof the wor^dj^* ^ • 

As thefe things are often frefli*in-n>y mine}, 
and this great wdrk ofGpd going oh in tl^t 
>arth has been opea before me, that liberty 
ofconfcicncei with which we arefavpurcd^ 
ii^th tippearcd not a» i light n>atter, 

A troft is trommiucd to us^ a great ^nd 
wei^ghfy ti*uft, tp which our^diKgent attenti- 
pn is neoeflary : whfcrever the ii&ive members 
t)f this vi|iJ3le gaithered church ufe then^fclires 
. to Aat which is (contrary to the purity of our 
principtesi'^it appears fo he 9 breach of this 
'^u^, and one il^P !>^^^ l^pward the wilder* 
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pefs. one ilep toward undoing what God in 
infinite love bath done, through his faithful 
fcrvants, in a work of feveral ages^ and is like 
laying the foundation for future fuifer- 

?ngs. 

I feel a living invitation in .my mind to 
fuch as are adive in our religious, fociety, 
that we may lay to he^rt this matter, and 
Coniider the ftation in which w^.ijtand; a 
place of outward liber tj under the free exer* 
cife of our confcience toward God, not ob*« 
taioed but through great and manifold ,afHic« 
dons of thofe who lived before us* There is 
gratitude due from us to our heavenly Fa- 
ther, and jufl:icc to our poflierity ; can our 
hearts endure, or our hands be ilrong, if we 
di^fert .a caufe fo preciojiis, if we turn aiide 
ifotji a work under which ib many have pa- 
l^^ntly laboured ? 

May the deep fufFerings c£..ogr.. Saviour be 
Cq dear to us, taat we may never .trample uu* 
der foot the adprable Son of God, nor count 
the blood of the covenant unbo^yj 

May tbe faith^ulnefs of the martyrs^, when 
the profpcdl pf death by fire was before th^'iu, 
be remembered! and nia,y the. patient con« 
Aant fuiferings of the upright^hparted fer- 
vants of God injatter ages be revived in our 
ipinds! and ntay we fo follow .on to kopw 
the Lord, that neither the faithful in this 
a^e, nor thofe in ages to come, may ever he 
brought under fu£fering, through our Aiding 
back ^fromi the work of reformation in the 
world! 

X4 While 
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': Whiti ikt ystht members in the vifibi* 
gfthc*:Cid^thOixh' ftaitd upright, and the lafr 
ttlrs thercfAf "tfre carried oh under the leadingf 
of thtHolySptrtf; ahhough diforders ftiay arife 
afanpng us, dnd caufe niany exerqles to rhoie 
who feel thfc eare of the churches upon rhemj 
yet, while tfeefe continue under the weight of 
the wopk, '.^Dd labour in the meeknpfs of wif-* 
dom for th^ help of others, the name of 
Chriftin the trifible gathered church may be 
kept facred ; -but while they, who a^e fi6tiv<s 
|n the affiiirs of this church, qqutinue in ft 
manifcft oppojition to the purity of our prin^' 
ciples, this, as the prophet Ifaiab, x. i8. ex-' 
pre^Teth it, hlike ^* as when a ftandard-bear- 
>• cr fainteth:'' and thus thp vay operas tfl^ 
£reat and prevailing degeneracy, and 'C6 
lufFerings for fuch k, through the ppwpr of 
diyhie love, are fcparatcd to tjic gofpcl pf 
Chrift, and cannot unite with any thing 
wiiich (lands in oppofition to the purity of if; 
y The neceffity of an irtward ftillncls batii 
tinder thcfe-cxercifeis appeared de^f to my 
mind 9 in true iitencc ftrcngth is renew0d, 
^he mind herein is weaned^ from all things^ 
bat aa the3r -may be enjoyed in the divide 
nvilh and a lowlinefs in outward living, pp:^ 
piofite to worldly lipnour, becomes truly ac- 
ceptable to us.- Iri the defire after ptltward 
gain,' the mitid is prevented from a pcrfcft 
iuentlon to; the voice of Chrift; but, being 
jSKcaned from all things but as they may, be 
enjoyed in the divine -will/ the pure light 
Hainpp into the foul: and^ where the fruits of 

that 
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tlittrpint which 18 of this world |tf€ hrcMight 
forth by many who profeft. ta be led by the 
^rit of truths and cloodioeft is ibk.to he^ 
leathering over the vifible gathered charcb^ 
the fincere in heart, who abide in trueftillnefi^v 
and are exercifed therein before the Lord for 
his name's fake, have a knowledge pf Chrift 
ill the fellowihip of his fufferings^ and in** 
«rard thankfalneis is feltat ttmeSt that, through 
divine love, our own wifdom is caft oat» an^ 
that forward z&ivc part in us fubjeded^ 
which would rife ana do ibmetfatng in the 
vifible gathered church, withoiit H^p port 
leadings of the Spirit of Chrift; 

While aught remains in ns different froni 
U. perfe^ refignation of our wills; it is like t 
Aial to a book, wherein is written ^* diajt good» 
^* andl acceptable/ and perfed, will of God 
^' concerning us/^ Ilom.xii. a. but, when 
our minds entirely yield to Chtift, that 
filence is known, whid> followeth the open** 
in| pf the laft of the feals. Rev* yiii. i. in 
rt)is filenpe we leani i^bidin^ in |)ie divine 
will, apd there feel that we have no cauie 
to promote but that oply in which the )ight 
of life diredls us in our pifoceetlin|s, aqd that 
the alone way to be fifeftth in the church of 
Chrift, is to abide faithfully under the lead* 
ings of his Holy Spirit id alt cafcs^ and, bej^g 
peferyed ther^y in purity of heart and hpr 
line& of conyeriationt a teAiiaony to the pu* 
Ffty of hU government may bp held fortfaj^ 
through qs, to othen. 



^e,,/q^or tbii^^toVe. active, and bfify intbc 

(ttit, tf nds to increafe difpoefsi andj^ whexfi wjsty 
ii Vpt ftp^«4 to, iPri^ejid ip . tfic iigbt of .tmtb, 

ib4 d.iWi)e,|^er> :^ jftftp. which, in relaUoa 

^.gipod order io.thq vi£iple gathered church/ 

MM the. gi^e^tcft^^opfequeoce to be obferved: 

tt^9 !]3^^ his treatiie on dUci- 

.j^we,, holds fort^^^^ 84. " That 

i^/i^^i!^P^'^^»'9i^>^9(^^^^P> of the ..church, 
or congregation,: jl^ np farther p&Qj^sJi^ as to 
^4rue end;9i>di deiigo thereof, bat as fuch 
mdgieineut, or concIuiion» proceeds from the. 
opiril; . of Cod, cfppr^mg on ^h^ir minds who 
ireifea£tified,in Cfctfiii Jefua/* , 

Now, in this flop, I have learned the npoef- 
uty:pf wailing on the Lord ii) humility,, that 
^ wod^ of all ip^jir be brought: tojigbt, ^nd 
t)^fe to judgemeKU wJbich:aTe w^Qught i^ tl\e 
Wi&iom of tiy^ wojid ; and haviC alfp feen that, 
in .4'Xniod tiiQioijghly fubjeded to the power 
of the crofs,:Xhere is .a favour , of life to be felt, 
which evidently, xends to gather fouls to Go<^, 
while the greateil. works in the. yi/ible gathered 
church, brought forth in man's wifdom, re* 
main to be unprofitable. 
'Where people are divinely gathered i;ito.ft,* 
Ijoly fellowihip,. and faithfully abide under 
tbt .influence of that Spirit which leads into 
all truth, " they are the light of thp world." 
Mtttt«v. 14. Now, holding this profeilion, to 

me. 



An EPISTLE. 515 

mc, hath appeared weighty, «vtin beyond 
Hii^hat I can fully exprefs, and whftir our bteJt 
led Lord feemed to hive in vieW> when he 
propofpd the neceffity of counting the coft ht-^ 
fort we begin to build. ^ 

I truft there are many who^ attiiMft^ under 
idiHrine vifitation, feel an inward- enquiry after 
t^od ; and when fucb, in the iimplicity of their 
hearts, mark the lives of a people who profefs 
to walk by the leadings of his Spinit, of what 
great concernment is it that our lights Quae 
clear, that nothing of our conduit carry a 
contradiftion to the truth as it is in Jefus, .^ 
be a means of profaning his holy.name^ and 
be a ftumbling-block in the way of tbofe fin« 
cere enquirers. 

When fuch feekers as, wearied with 
•empty forms, look toward uniting with us 
as a people, and behold. a<ftive members a^^ 
tnong us depart, in their cuflomary way of 
iiving. from that purity of Mfe,* which, under 
iMimbling exercifes^ bath been opened before 
them as the way of the Lord^s people, 'how? 
monrnfiil and difcouraging is the profpeift! 
4kBd how ftrongly doth fuch unfaithfulne&^ope^ 
^te agaifiA the Ipreading of the |>eaGeaUb harr 
toonious ^principle and teftimony: of trutk o^ 
inongft mankind ! r . ;. 

' In entering into tbsit life, wbkfa is hid 
^with Chrift in God, we behold his peaceable 
government, where thei "vvhole family are go* 
terned by the fame ipiriti and the ^^ doing 
5^ to totfaers as we would they (hould do aa« 
•[[ to ub'' groweth up as good fruit from a 

good 
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[ trte; Hii fieace, «[uletnc(^, and harmo* 
is''wa1kh)g; in this governnient is hthtli 
>R!)tb l^umbleteverence to hitn who is th6 
'iijf(h6tofiti and, in partaking of the Spirit 
\lfChrifts A¥e partake of that which labours» 
4lirid fiifibtr-'fioi- the Increafe of this peaceable 
^go^«rniiief)t^s^ inhabitants of the 

'Utoridf '4ihd I hatre felt a labour of long coii^ 
ifinnattce that we, who profefs this peaceable 
bnnciple, may be faithful flahdard^bearers 
vnder the Prince of peace^ and that nothing 
of a defiling nature, tending to difcord and 
Wars, may remain among us. 
" May each of us query with ourfelves. Have 
the tieafures I poUels, been gathered in that 
wildom which is (rom above, fo far as hath 
ajf^aredtonte? 

' Have none of my fellow-creatures an equi* 
table right to any part which is called mine ? '. 
' Have the gifts and poffeffions, received by 
tte from others, been 'Conveyed in a way free 
iirom all onrighteoulhers lb far as 1 have 
fecn? / ' 

'" wThe principle of peace, in which our truft 

is6nly on the Lord^ and our minds weaned 

trom a dependence on the ftrength of armies, 

hath appeared to me very precious, and I 

bften feel ftfong defires, that we, who pro- 

^fdk tbia principle^ may fo walk, as to .giv€ 

^^ caufe for hone of our fellow-creatures to 

4)< offended at us^ that our lives may evi- 

;dtftit}y mahifeft, that we are redeemed from 

that fpirit in which wars are : ^ our bleiTed 

IJavibur, in- pointing out- die danger of: fo 

- '- leaning 
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leaning ou mani (i9 to negjeiSk Uif kadings^Qf 
bU Holy SpUit, (aid, /' Callbo; pijui yovOr 
.!* father upon the earth; for one is your.^« 
•* tba:, which ia. in. heaven," Mjtf. ^^-O* 
Where the wifdom fron;i .above..^ f^hm 
fpUowcd, and therein vrp »xc ji^txp^ix WJ^ 
jfabftance, : it is a treafiuae coipniitte4jQ pi^ 
care in the nature pf an . inheritance^ ^s .l)h 
inheritance from him, who focmedv and fup;- 
port6> the world. Nowy inihis. condition, . i^p 
true cnjc^ment of the good thiogs of this life 
J8 underftood, and that bledip^: telt, in which 
is real fafety; this is whati Lvapprehend ovir 
bleiTed. Lord bad 19 view, vvhen he pronounced, 
.V BleiTed are the meek, .for the^:0iall inherit 
•* the earth." < ., 

Selfifh worldly^-minded men paay hold lands 
in the felfifli fpirit, and, <iepeqding on the 
Itrength of the outward power, be perpLe;ved 
with fecret uneafinefs, left the injured (hould 
fometime overpower theni, andjd^at. tneafurcbie 
meted to them, which they naeafure to others. 
—Thus felfifli men may poffefs the ea^i^ 
1)ut it is the meek who inherit it, ^nd. .enjoy 
it as an inheritance froni the heavenly, ^F|%- 
ther^free frpm all the^defiljemeuts and. per^ 
.plcyities ofrUnrighteQurnefs. . . .. j; 

Where proceedings , hav<p bieen: intha^iyHr 
dom which }s from beneath^ and ineqiiitati^je 
^gain is gathered by a man, .andl^ff as. a gii(t 
40 his children, who, beipg eotaqg^d by t^e 
fame worldly fpirit^ h^ve. hot atta[iped t;Q tj^at 
.-clearoefs. of light ip^w]^if:h. thc.c^nnel5.|pf 
jrighteoti^Cs are opened^ and juftice is done^to 
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tiKsiD who rem^A filentiiif^er injuries : here I 
Imvc ieen^ urfd^r humbling tktH\& of miiid^ 
tlitt tho; iins of the fathers -a^sienibraced by 
iheiichiidron, and become rh^ir fins ) iind tbus^ 
fa^4he days of: tribulation^ the iniqbiiiM of 
the fathert are vifited nfdtt 'thefe 4dbttdreni 
^o take hdd o( th4 ttii^ighteoafnefs dP thetr 
Others, and live in that fpirit in which thoft 
iniquities vrere committed j to which agreefh 
the prophecy of Mofes, concemkig a - rebeU 
lious people : "they that are left of you 
" (hall pine away in their iniquities, in your 
•• enemy's land, and in the iniquities of their 
'•* fathers (hall they pine away/' Lev. xxvi. 39* 
And our.bleiTed Lord, in beholding the hard-* 
nefs of heart in that generation, and feeling 
•in himfelf, that tjaey lived in the fame fpirit 
in which the prophets had been perfecuted 
unto death, fignified, ** that the blood of afl 
" the prophets, which was ftied from the 
** foundation of the world, (hould be requir- 
«* cd of that generation, from the blood of 
** Abel, unto the blood of Zacharias, which 
** periflied between the altar and the temple." 
Lukexi. 51. 

» Tender compaffion fills my heart toward 
my fellow-creatures eftranged from the har-* 
Dfionious government of the Prince of peace, 
and a labour attends me, that they may be 
fathered to this peaceable habitation. 

In being inwardly prepared to fufFcf adver- 
fity for Ghrift's fake, and weaned trom a de- 
pendence on the arm of flcfli, we fceK that 
there is a reft for the peqple of Goi, ^id 
-V - that 
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that it ftands in > perfeA refignation of our- 
fclvcs to his hply Willi in this condition, 
all our wants and delires are bounded by pure 
wifdom, and -our min^s wholly attentive, to. 
the CQikincil of Chrift inwardly comnoubicated,. 
which hath appeared to me as a bfibitatioii' 
of fafety for the Lord's people^ in times of 
outward commotion and trouble, and defires, 
from the fountain of pure love» are opened 
in me, to invite my brethren and fcllow-crca- : 
turesto feel for, and feek after, that which 
gathers the mind into it. 



Mount' Holfyy NiW'Jerfyp 
J^b Month f, 1772. 



JOHN WOOLMAN. 



THE END. 
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